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Topline questionnaire: Teens Survey 

2018 PEW RESEARCH CENTER’S Teen Survey  
TOPLINE  

March 7 – April 10, 2018 
Teens ages 13-17 N=743  

 
 
ASK ALL:  
WORRY On a different topic… 

 
Overall, how much time would you say you spend… [RANDOMIZE ITEMS] 

 

 
 Too much Too little 

About the 
right 

amount 
DK/Refusal 

Based on cellphone user [N=721]     
a. On your cellphone 55 8 36 0 

 March 7-April 10, 2018     

     
Based on social media user [N=720]     
b. On social media 42 13 44 * 

 March 7-April 10, 2018     

     
Based on video game player [N=672] 29 25 46 * 
c. Playing video games     

 March 7-April 10, 2018     
     

 
ASK ALL:  
LIMIT Have you ever cut back on the amount of time you spend… [RANDOMIZE ITEMS] 
 

 

 
Yes No DK/Refusal 

Based on cellphone user [N=721]    
a.   On your cellphone 54 46 0 

 March 7-April 10, 2018    
    

Based on social media user [N=720]    

b. On social media 59 41 0 
 March 7-April 10, 2018    
    

Based on video game player [N=672] 64 36 * 
c. Playing video games    

 March 7-April 10, 2018    
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ASK IF CELLPHONE USER [DEVICEa=1 or DEVICEb=1]  
CELL1 How do you feel when you do NOT have your cellphone? [RANDOMIZE 1-5 WITH 

ITEM 6 LAST] 
  

Based on cellphone user [N=721] 
 

 
Selected 

Not selected 
/No answer 

1. Anxious 43 57 
 March 7-April 10, 2018   

   

2. Relieved 18 82 
 March 7-April 10, 2018   

   
3. Upset 25 75 

 March 7-April 10, 2018   
   

4. Happy 17 83 
 March 7-April 10, 2018   

   
5. Lonely 26 74 

 March 7-April 10, 2018   
   
6. None of these   

 March 7-April 10, 2018 29 71 
   

 
 
 
ASK IF CELLPHONE USER [DEVICEa=1 or DEVICEb=1]  
CELL3 Still thinking about your cellphone, how often, if ever, do you… [RANDOMIZE ITEMS] 

  
Based on cellphone user [N=721] 
 

 

 
 

Often Sometimes Rarely Never DK/Refusal 

a. Feel as if you have to respond 

to messages from other people 
immediately 

18 41 26 14 * 

 March 7-April 10, 2018      
      

b. Check for messages or 
notifications as soon as you 
wake up 

45 29 17 9 * 

 March 7-April 10, 2018      
      

c. Lose focus in class because 
you’re checking your cellphone 

8 23 28 40 * 

 March 7-April 10, 2018      
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ASK ALL:  
DISTRACT How often, if ever, do you feel that your parent or caregiver is distracted by their 

cellphone when you are trying to have a conversation with them? 
  

March 7- 
April 10, 2018  

14 Often 
37 Sometimes 
31 Rarely 
18 Never 
* DK/Refusal 

  

 

ASK ALL: 

OH1 Thinking of some experiences that might happen to people your own age when they use 
the internet or cellphones… 

 
How much of a problem, if at all, are each of the following?  [RANDOMIZE ITEMS] 

  
 

 
 

Major 
problem 

Minor 
problem 

Not a 
problem 

DK/Refusal 

d. People spending too much time 
online3 

60 31 9 * 

 March 7-April 10, 2018     
     

                                                        

3 Items a, b and c are omitted for future release. 
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Topline questionnaire: Parents Survey 

2018 PEW RESEARCH CENTER’S Parent Survey  
TOPLINE March 7 – April 10, 2018 

Parents of teens ages 13-17 N=1,058 
 

ASK ALL:  
PAR2 How much, if at all, do you worry about your teen… [RANDOMIZE OPTIONS] 
 

 

 
A lot Some 

Not too 

much 
Not at all DK/Refusal 

a. Spending too much time in 
front of screens 

33 32 20 14 * 

March 7-April 10, 2018      
 
[ITEMS b-e NOT SHOWN] 
 
ASK ALL:  
PAR3 Still thinking about your teen… 

 
How often, if ever, do you do any of the following things? [RANDOMIZE OPTIONS] 
 

[ITEMS a-b NOT SHOWN] 

 
 
 

Often Sometimes Rarely Never DK/Refusal 

c. Limit the times of day or length 
of time when they can go online 
or be on their cellphone 

24 33 25 18 * 

March 7-April 10, 2018      
 
[ITEMS d-e NOT SHOWN] 
 

ASK ALL:  
PAR4 In general, how confident are you in your ability to…[RANDOMIZE OPTIONS] 
 

[ITEMS a-b NOT SHOWN] 
 

 

 

Very 

confident 

Somewhat 

confident 

Not too 

confident 

Not at all 

confident 
DK/Refusal 

c. Know how much screen time is 
appropriate for your teen 

40 46 11 1 1 

 March 7-April 10, 2018      
      
 
[ITEMS d-f NOT SHOWN] 
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ASK ALL:  
PAR6 Overall, how much time would you say you spend… RANDOMIZE OPTIONS] 
 

 

 
Too much Too little 

About the 

right amount 

Do not have 

or use this 
DK/Refusal 

a. On your cellphone 36 7 55 2 0 
 March 7-April 10, 2018      
      

b. On social media 23 12 55 10 0 
 March 7-April 10, 2018      
      

 
 
ASK IF CELLPHONE USER [PAR6a=1,2,3]  
PAR5 Thinking now about your cellphone, how often, if ever, do you… RANDOMIZE 

OPTIONS] 
 

Based on cellphone users [N=1,037] 
 

 
 

Often Sometimes Rarely Never DK/Refusal 

a. Feel as if you have to respond 
to messages from other people 
immediately 

21 40 26 13 * 

 March 7-April 10, 2018      
      

b. Check for messages or 
notifications as soon as you 
wake up 

26 32 26 15 * 

 March 7-April 10, 2018      
      

c. Lose focus at work because 
you’re checking your cellphone 

15 24 29 31 * 

 March 7-April 10, 2018      
      
 
 

ASK ALL: 
PAR7 How often, if ever, do you feel that your teen is distracted by their cellphone when you 

are trying to have a conversation with them? 
 

March 7 – April 
10, 2018  

30 Often 

42 Sometimes 
20 Rarely 
8 Never 
* DK/Refusal 
  

 


