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Appendix E: COVID-19 restrictions and religious groups

AMERICAS

Antigua and Barbuda

Belize

Chile

Cuba

Dominican Republic

Haiti

Mexico

United States

Venezuela

AMERICAS

Antigua and Barbuda

Belize

Cuba

Dominican Republic

Mexico

ASIA-PACIFIC

Australia

Azerbaijan

China

Cyprus

India

Indonesia

Kazakhstan

Malaysia

Myanmar

Nepal

Pakistan

Singapore

South Korea

Sri Lanka

Uzbekistan

ASIA-PACIFIC

China

Kazakhstan

South Korea

EUROPE

Montenegro

EUROPE

NONE

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Egypt

Israel

Jordan

Morocco

Saudi Arabia

Yemen

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Israel

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Angola

Comoros

Equatorial Guinea

Gabon

Gambia

Guinea

Liberia

Mauritania

Mozambique

Niger

Nigeria

South Africa

South Sudan

Uganda

Zambia

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Liberia

Q: Did any level of government use physical violence toward religious groups for reasons related 
to COVID-19?

Q: Did any level of government use force toward religious groups that resulted in 
property damage?
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AMERICAS

Antigua and Barbuda

Belize

Chile

Cuba

Dominican Republic

Haiti

United States

Venezuela

AMERICAS

None

ASIA-PACIFIC

Australia

Azerbaijan

China

Cyprus

India

Indonesia

Kazakhstan

Malaysia

Myanmar

Nepal

Pakistan

Singapore

South Korea

Sri Lanka

Uzbekistan

ASIA-PACIFIC

Singapore

EUROPE

Montenegro

EUROPE

Montenegro

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Egypt

Jordan

Morocco

Saudi Arabia

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Yemen

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Angola

Gabon

Gambia

Guinea

Liberia

Mauritania

Mozambique

Niger

Nigeria

South Africa

South Sudan

Uganda

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Equatorial Guinea

Appendix E: COVID-19 restrictions and religious groups

Q: Did any level of government use force toward religious groups that resulted in detentions?

Q: Did any level of government use force toward religious groups that resulted in 
displacement?
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Appendix E: COVID-19 restrictions and religious groups

AMERICAS

None

AMERICAS

Canada

Cuba

United States

Venezuela

AMERICAS

None

ASIA-PACIFIC

Australia

China

India

Indonesia

Nepal

ASIA-PACIFIC

Cambodia

India

Iran

Myanmar

Pakistan

Singapore

South Korea

ASIA-PACIFIC

India

Indonesia

EUROPE

None

EUROPE

Denmark

Montenegro

Spain

EUROPE

None

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Israel

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Israel

Saudi Arabia

Yemen

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Yemen

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Comoros

Gabon

Niger

South Sudan

Zambia

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Nigeria

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

None

Q: Did any level of government use force toward religious groups that resulted in physical abuse?

Q: Did any level of government (including public officials) attribute or link the spread of 
COVID-19 to certain religious groups or events?

Q: Did any level of government use force toward religious groups that resulted in deaths?
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Appendix E: COVID-19 restrictions and religious groups

AMERICAS

Argentina

Canada

Ecuador

United States

Venezuela

ASIA-PACIFIC

Australia

Bangladesh

Cambodia

India

Iran

Malaysia

Mongolia

Myanmar

Nepal

Pakistan

South Korea

Sri Lanka

Turkey

EUROPE

Belgium

Bulgaria

Estonia

France

Georgia

Germany

Greece

Hungary

Italy

Luxembourg

Netherlands

Norway

Romania

Russia

Serbia

Switzerland

United Kingdom

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Bahrain

Egypt

Israel

Morocco

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

None

Q: Did private individuals or groups attribute or link the spread of COVID-19 to certain religious 
groups or events? 
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Appendix E: COVID-19 restrictions and religious groups

AMERICAS

Argentina

United States

ASIA-PACIFIC

India

EUROPE

Italy

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

None

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

None

Q: Did private individuals or groups use physical violence toward religious groups for reasons 
related to COVID-19?

AMERICAS

Argentina

United States

AMERICAS

None

ASIA-PACIFIC

None

ASIA-PACIFIC

India

EUROPE

Italy

EUROPE

None

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

None

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

None

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

None

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

None

Q: Did any private individuals or groups use force toward religious groups that resulted in 
property damage?

Q: Did any private individuals or groups use force toward religious groups that resulted in 
physical abuse?

AMERICAS

None

ASIA-PACIFIC

India

EUROPE

None

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

None

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

None

Q: Did any private individuals or groups use force toward religious groups that resulted in 
deaths?

Note: Researchers also looked at whether private individuals or groups detained or displaced members of religious groups, 
but the analysis did not find examples of these occurring in any of the countries studied.



HOW COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS AFFECTED RELIGIOUS GROUPS AROUND THE WORLD IN 2020

www.pewresearch.org

102

Appendix E: COVID-19 restrictions and religious groups

AMERICAS

Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Bahamas

Barbados

Belize

Canada

Chile

Costa Rica

Ecuador

Jamaica

Paraguay

United States

Uruguay

ASIA-PACIFIC

Australia

Cambodia

Iran

Kazakhstan

Malaysia

Nepal

Pakistan

South Korea

Sri Lanka

EUROPE

Belgium

Bulgaria

Croatia

France

Germany

Ireland

Italy

Luxembourg

Moldova

Montenegro

Romania

Spain

Switzerland

United Kingdom

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Algeria

Bahrain

Israel

Jordan

Morocco

Saudi Arabia

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Angola

Gabon

Ghana

Kenya

Madagascar

Malawi

Namibia

Niger

Senegal

South Africa

Uganda

Zambia

Q: Did religious groups criticize public health measures mandated as a response to COVID-19 
(such as public gathering restrictions)?
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Appendix E: COVID-19 restrictions and religious groups

AMERICAS

Argentina

Canada

Cuba

Haiti

Honduras

United States

AMERICAS

Antigua and Barbuda

Belize

Brazil

Canada

Chile

Cuba

Dominican Republic

Haiti

Mexico

Paraguay

Trinidad and Tobago

United States

Uruguay

ASIA-PACIFIC

Australia

Cambodia

China

India

Japan

Malaysia

Myanmar

Pakistan

Philippines

Sri Lanka

Vietnam

ASIA-PACIFIC

Afghanistan

Australia

Azerbaijan

Bangladesh

Cyprus

India

Indonesia

Iran

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Malaysia

Myanmar

Nepal

Pakistan

Singapore

South Korea

EUROPE

Belgium

Bulgaria

France

Georgia

Germany

North Macedonia

Poland

Romania

Spain

Switzerland

EUROPE

Albania

Belgium

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Bulgaria

Croatia

Denmark

France

Ireland

Moldova

Montenegro

Netherlands

North Macedonia

Romania

Ukraine

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Algeria

Bahrain

Israel

Jordan

Morocco

Qatar

Saudi Arabia

United Arab Emirates

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Bahrain

Egypt

Iraq

Israel

Jordan

Yemen

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Angola

Benin

Gabon

Guinea

Kenya

Lesotho

Nigeria

Rwanda

Uganda

Zambia

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Angola

Cameroon

Chad

Comoros

Ethiopia

Gabon

Gambia

Ghana

Guinea

Kenya

Liberia

Mozambique

Niger

Nigeria

Rwanda

Senegal

Somalia

South Africa

South Sudan

Zambia

Q: Did religious groups claim COVID-19 measures unequally restricted or targeted them?

Q: Did religious groups or individuals defy COVID-19 public health measures in religious 
activities, such as large gatherings without social distancing?
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Appendix E: COVID-19 restrictions and religious groups

AMERICAS

Canada

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Grenada

Guyana

Panama

Paraguay

St. Kitts and Nevis

Uruguay

ASIA-PACIFIC

Australia

Bangladesh

Cyprus

Fiji

Indonesia

Malaysia

Pakistan

Philippines

Singapore

Solomon Islands

Taiwan

EUROPE

Albania

Finland

Germany

Greece

Italy

Norway

Sweden

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Palestinian Territories

Saudi Arabia

Tunisia

United Arab Emirates

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Benin

Djibouti

Gabon

Gambia

Ghana

Ivory Coast

Kenya

Liberia

Mauritania

Mauritius

Mozambique

Niger

Nigeria

Rwanda

Sao Tome and Principe

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Somalia

South Africa

Tanzania

Togo

Uganda

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Q: Did the government support or collaborate with religious groups to promote COVID-19 public 
health measures among faith communities?
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AMERICAS

Antigua and Barbuda

Argentina

Bahamas

Barbados

Belize

Bolivia

Canada

El Salvador

Guyana

Haiti

Nicaragua

Panama

Peru

St. Kitts and Nevis

St. Vincent and the 

Grenadines

United States

Uruguay

ASIA-PACIFIC

Afghanistan

Bangladesh

China

Cyprus

Federated States of 

Micronesia

Fiji

Hong Kong

India

Indonesia

Japan

Kyrgyzstan

Malaysia

Maldives

Nepal

New Zealand

Philippines

Singapore

Taiwan

Tuvalu

EUROPE

Albania

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Estonia

Finland

France

Georgia

Germany

Greece

Liechtenstein

Malta

Montenegro

Norway

Poland

Romania

Russia

Sweden

Switzerland

Ukraine

United Kingdom

MIDDLE EAST-N. AFRICA

Algeria

Bahrain

Egypt

Iraq

Jordan

Kuwait

Lebanon

Palestinian Territories

Saudi Arabia

Western Sahara

Yemen

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Angola

Cameroon

Chad

Democratic Republic of 

the Congo

Ethiopia

Gabon

Ghana

Ivory Coast

Kenya

Lesotho

Liberia

Malawi

Mali

Mauritius

Namibia

Niger

Nigeria

Republic of the Congo

Rwanda

Sao Tome and Principe

Seychelles

Sierra Leone

Somalia

South Africa

Tanzania

Uganda

Zambia

Zimbabwe

Q: Did religious leaders or groups engage in efforts to promote COVID-19 public health measures?

Appendix E: COVID-19 restrictions and religious groups


