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2022 PEW RESEARCH CENTER’'S AMERICAN TRENDS PANEL
Wave 106 April 2022
FINAL TOPLINE
APRIL 11-17, 2022
N=10,156

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS PREVIOUSLY RELEASED

ASK ALL:
LIFE2 Looking ahead to the next 10 years, do you think your life overall will be...
Apr 11-17 Apr 29- May 27
2022 2014
46 Better 62
22 Worse 10
31 About the same as it is now 27
<1 No answer 1
ASK ALL:
FTRPER How well do the following statements describe your views? [RANDOMIZE]
Completely  Mostly Somewhat A little bit Not atall No answer
a. I want to live the best life I
can right now and not
worry too much about the
future
Apr 11-17, 2022 14 25 32 18 12 <1
b. I would be willing to make
sacrifices in the way I live
today if I knew it would
help future generations
Apr 11-17, 2022 24 33 30 8 4 <1
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ASK ALL:
FTRGENS How well do the following statements describe your views? As a country, when we make
decisions today we should...[RANDOMIZE]
Completely Mostly Somewhat A little bit Not at all No answer
a. Value the same things
that were important to
the generations that
came before us
Apr 11-17, 2022 18 30 32 14 5 <1
b. Consider things that
previous generations did
not think about
Apr 11-17, 2022 31 31 30 6 2 <1
c. Think less about
ourselves and more
about the impact of our
decisions on future
generations
Apr 11-17, 2022 20 34 34 9 3 <1
ASK ALL:
CLMSRS1 In your view, is global climate change a...
Apr 11-17
2022
31 Extremely serious problem
26 Very serious problem
22 Somewhat serious problem
13 Not too serious problem
8 Not a problem
<1 No answer
ASK ALL:
CLIM1A Which of these three statements about the Earth’s temperature comes closest to your view?
[RANDOMIZE FIRST TWO RESPONSE OPTIONS, “There is no solid evidence that the
Earth is getting warmer” AND “Not sure” ALWAYS LAST]
Apr 11-17 Sep 3-15 Mar 27-Apr 9 Dec 4-18, May 10-Jun 6
2022 2019 2018 2017 2016
The Earth is getting warmer mostly 52 47 49 45
because of human activity such as
53 burning fossil fuels
The Earth is getting warmer mostly 17 24 18 26
because of natural patterns in the
24 Earth’s environment
There is no solid evidence that the 21 13 12 14
9 Earth is getting warmer
13 Not sure 9 14 21 14
<1 No answer <1 1 <1 1
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ASK ALL:
ENV6MOD Have you done any of the following within the past 12 months? [RANDOMIZE]
Yes, I have done No, I have not done
this within the past this within the past
12 months 12 months No answer
a. Taken a hike in a park or natural
setting outdoors
Apr 11-17, 2022 64 36 <1
b. Been camping
Apr 11-17, 2022 21 78 1
c. Been hunting or fishing
Apr 11-17, 2022 20 79 <1
d. Helped clean up a park or public place
Apr 11-17, 2022 24 75 <1
e. Grown vegetables or other plants for
yourself or others
Apr 11-17, 2022 50 49 <1
f.  Visited a nature spot, such as a
waterfall or mountaintop
Apr 11-17, 2022 55 45 <1
ASK ALL:
SVENERGY How important is it to you, personally, to try to conserve energy, for example, by limiting
electricity use at home, driving less, or reducing your use of air conditioning?
Apr 11-17
2022
17 Extremely important
33 Very important
37 Somewhat important
10 Not too important
3 Not at all important
<1 No answer

ASK IF AT LEAST SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT TO TRY TO CONSERVE ENERGY:
SVREASON Do you try to conserve energy in order to...

SUMMARY TABLE, BASED ON TOTAL

Apr 11-17
2022
87 At least somewhat important to try to conserve energy
25 Save money
6 Protect the environment
55 Both
1 Neither
<1 No answer
13 Not too/Not at all important to try to conserve energy
<1 No answer
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RANDOMIZE ORDER OF RELPER AND SPIRPER
ASK ALL:

RELPER To what extent do you consider yourself a RELIGIOUS person? Are you...

Apr 11-17 Dec 4-18
2022 2017
18 Very religious 13
36 Somewhat religious 37
22 Not too religious 23
23 Not at all religious 26
1 No answer <1
ASK ALL:
SPIRPER To what extent do you consider yourself a SPIRITUAL person? Are you...
Apr 11-17 Dec 4-18
2022 2017
27 Very spiritual 28
42 Somewhat spiritual 43
20 Not too spiritual 18
10 Not at all spiritual 11
1 No answer <1
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Do you believe in God?

Yes
No
No answer

ASK IF BELIEVES IN GOD:

GODBIBLE

Which of these statements comes closer to your views, even if neither is exactly right?
[RANDOMIZE]

I believe in God as described in the Bible

I DO NOT believe in God as described in the Bible, but I do believe there is some other higher
power or spiritual force in the universe

No answer

ASK IF DOES NOT BELIEVE IN GOD:

HGHPWR

Which of these statements comes closer to your views, even if neither is exactly right?
[RANDOMIZE]

I DO NOT believe in God as described in the Bible, but I do believe there is some other higher
power or spiritual force in the universe

I do not believe there is ANY higher power or spiritual force in the universe

No answer

ASK IF REFUSED GOD:
MISSINGGOD  Which of these statements comes closest to your views, even if none is exactly right?

I believe in God as described in the Bible

I DO NOT believe in God as described in the Bible, but I do believe there is some other higher
power or spiritual force in the universe

I do not believe there is ANY higher power or spiritual force in the universe

No answer

SUMMARY TABLE, BASED ON TOTAL

Apr 11-17
2022
90
58

32
1
10
<1

Sep 20-26 Apr 20-26 Dec 4-18
2021 2020 2017

Believe in God or higher power 91 89 90

In God as described in Bible 57 56 56

In higher power but NOT in God as described 32 31 33

in Bible

Unclear 1 1 1
Does not believe in God or higher power! 9 11 10
Unclear? <1 1 1

RANDOMIZE ORDER OF SPECIES AND SACREDEARTH1

ASK ALL:
SPECIES

Apr 11-17
2022
42
57
1

Do you think humans are more important than all other living things?

Yes
No
No answer

1 Includes those who decline to answer HGHPWR.
2 Includes those who decline to answer both GOD and MISSINGGOD.
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ASK ALL:
SACREDEARTH1 Do you think the Earth is sacred?
Apr 11-17
2022
72 Yes
27 No
1 No answer

ASK IF THE EARTH SACRED [N=7,293]:
SACREDEARTH2 How well do the following statements describe your views about why the Earth
sacred? [RANDOMIZE]

Completely Mostly Somewhat A little bit Not atall No answer

a. The Earth is sacred because
God created it

Apr 11-17, 2022 45 15 14 6 19 1

b. The Earth is sacred because
it is our only home

Apr 11-17, 2022 59 24 11 3 3 1

c. The Earth is sacred because
all living things depend on it

Apr 11-17, 2022 65 24 7 1 2 1

d. The Earth is sacred because
it cannot be replaced

Apr 11-17, 2022 62 21 10 2 3 1

ASK IF BELIEVE IN GOD OR HIGHER POWER [N=9,087]:
HUMNTR How well do the following statements describe your views? [RANDOMIZE]

Completely Mostly Somewhat A little bit Not atall No answer

a. God gave humans the right
to use the Earth, including
the plants and animals, for
humanity’s benefit

Apr 11-17, 2022 39 21 19 6 14 1

b. God gave humans a duty to
protect and care for the
Earth, including the plants
and animals

Apr 11-17, 2022 52 21 13 4 9 1
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ASK ALL:
READBIB How often, if at all, do you read the [If Christian: Bible; if Jewish: Torah; if Muslim:
Quran; for all others: holy scripture] outside of religious services?
Apr 11-17 Dec 4-18
2022 2017
3 Several times a day 3
9 Once a day 8
10 A few times a week 8
3 Once a week 3
8 A few times a month 8
31 Seldom 32
34 Never 36
1 No answer 1
ASK ALL:
PERSDEC Do you think the [If Christian: Bible; if Jewish: Torah; if Muslim: Quran; for all others:
holy scripture] contains lessons about the environment?
Apr 11-17
2022
58 Yes, it does
36 No, it does not
6 No answer
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ASK IF THE HOLYBOOK CONTAINS LESSONS ABOUT THE ENVIRONMENT [N=5,972]:
PERSOE And in your own words, what are those lessons?

Apr 11-17
2022
NET Humans'’ relationship to nature
Stewardship/protect, preserve, love, care for the environment and people
Respect, honor, show appreciation for creation
Use resources judiciously/Do not waste
Do not harm/do not pollute/do not kill
Reap what you sow/what goes around comes around/everything has a season
Replenish, replace and renew/maintain harmony
All things are connected
Be fruitful and multiply
NET Purpose of environment
Gift from God/created by God/God-given/Treatment/creation is reflection of God
Earth provides resources/Earth is intended to be used or enjoyed
Earth is home/Earth gives life
Creation is good (God said it was good)/Earth is sacred or holy
Other purposes
NET Pragmatic lessons
Agricultural practices
Care for animals
Food practices
Other pragmatic lessons
NET God’s interaction with Earth
God uses nature to punish or teach lessons/God can or will destroy
Earth is temporary/discussion of end times
God in control, man not in control
God is angry with/will punish those that hurt the Earth
Other interactions
NET Humans' relationship to other people/the future
Golden rule
Protect the future
Other relationship considerations
Human’s dominion over Earth/God put man in charge of creation
NET Forces of nature
Natural disaster
Other forces of nature
Consequences (take care or else)
Other/unclear

umHHNNwAHNwl—‘l—ll—ll—ll—l.hl—lf_\‘l—ll\).hl—ll—lHL;;AHHNNWO\SS

Not sure
39 No answer
ASK ALL:
LITERAL Which comes closest to your own views, even if none is exactly right?
NOTE: In place of [HOLYBOOK], if Christian: Bible; if Jewish: Torah; if Muslim: Quran;
for all others: holy scripture.
Apr 11-17 Nov 19, 2019- Dec 4-18
2022 Jun 3, 2020 2017
The [HOLYBOOK] is the word of God and should be taken
22 literally, word for word 25 25
The [HOLYBOOK] is the word of God, but not everything
43 in it should be taken literally, word for word 44 41
The [HOLYBOOK] is a book written by people and is not
33 the word of God 29 33
2 No answer 1 1
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ASK THOSE WHO PRAY AT LEAST A FEW TIMES A MONTH [N=6,967]:

PRAYFOR Have you prayed for any of the following in the past year? [RANDOMIZE]
No, have not prayed
Yes, prayed for this for this
a. Peace on Earth
Apr 11-17, 2022 83 16
b. Healing for someone who is
sick
Apr 11-17, 2022 93 7
c. Your family’s financial well-
being
Apr 11-17, 2022 73 26
d. A political party or elected
official
Apr 11-17, 2022 43 56
e. The environment
Apr 11-17, 2022 50 49
f. The poor
Apr 11-17, 2022 76 22
ASK ALL:
ENDTIMES Do you believe we are living in the end times?
Apr 11-17
2022
39 Yes
58 No
3 No answer
ASK ALL:
JCRTRNA Do you believe Jesus will return to Earth someday?
Apr 11-17
2022
55 Yes
25 No
16 I don't believe in Jesus
3 No answer
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ASK IF BELIEVE JESUS WILL RETURN TO EARTH SOME DAY:
JCRTRNCB Do you believe Jesus will return to Earth in your lifetime?

SUMMARY TABLE, BASED ON TOTAL

Apr 11-17
2022
55 Believe Jesus will return to Earth some day
4 Definitely yes
6 Probably yes
27 Not sure
15 Probably no
4 Definitely no
<1 No answer
25 Do not believe Jesus will return to Earth some day
16 Don’t believe in Jesus
3 No answer

ASK IF BELIEVE JESUS WILL RETURN TO EARTH SOME DAY:

JCRTRNC Which of the following statements comes closest to your view of Jesus’ return, even if none is
exactly right? [RANDOMIZE FIRST TWO RESPONSE OPTIONS, "It is impossible to
know what will happen before Jesus returns” ALWAYS LAST]

SUMMARY TABLE, BASED ON TOTAL

Apr 11-17
2022
55 Believe Jesus will return to Earth some day
The world situation will worsen and when it reaches a low point, Jesus will
20 return to Earth
The world situation will improve and when it reaches a high point, Jesus will return to
3 Earth
32 It is impossible to know what will happen before Jesus returns
1 No answer
25 Do not believe Jesus will return to Earth some day
16 Don’t believe in Jesus
3 No answer
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ASK ALL:
MEANINGMOD Many things can make a person feel that their life is meaningful and fulfilling.

Regardless of how much time you spend on it, how much meaning and fulfillment does each
of the following provide you? [RANDOMIZE]

A great Quite a

deal bit Some A little None No answer

a. Your religious faith

Apr 11-17, 2022 29 18 17 13 22 1
b. Meditating

Apr 11-17, 2022 14 16 28 18 23 1
c. Volunteer work

Apr 11-17, 2022 12 21 33 18 15 1
d. Being outdoors and

experiencing nature

Apr 11-17, 2022 38 33 21 7 2 1
e. Spending time with family

Apr 11-17, 2022 57 26 12 3 1 <1
f. Spending time with friends

Apr 11-17, 2022 31 34 24 7 3 1

ASK IF ATTENDS RELIGIOUS SERVICES AT LEAST MONTHLY [N=3,511]:
CONCLM As far as you know, does your congregation or place of worship have a group that helps...
[RANDOMIZE]
Yes, my No, my
congregation congregation does
has this not have this Not sure No answer

a. People who need
food, clothing or
shelter

Apr 11-17, 2022 85 8 7 1

b. Clean up public
places or protect the
environment

Apr 11-17, 2022 41 29 29 1
c. People with alcohol

or drug problems
Apr 11-17, 2022 55 22 22 1
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ASK IF RESPONDENT SAID YES TO CONCLM_a [N=3,165]:
CONCLMINV_a Are you personally involved in any of the groups at your congregation or place of worship that
help people who need food, clothing or shelter?

Apr 11-17
2022
52 Yes, involved in this
47 No, not involved in this
<1 No answer

ASK IF RESPONDENT SAID YES TO CONCLM_b [N=1,522]:
CONCLMINV_b Are you personally involved in any of the groups at your congregation or place of worship that
help clean up public places or protect the environment?

Apr 11-17
2022
41 Yes, involved in this
59 No, not involved in this
<1 No answer

ASK IF RESPONDENT SAID YES TO CONCLM_c [N=2,015]:
CONCLMINV_c Are you personally involved in any of the groups at your congregation or place of worship that
help people with alcohol or drug problems?

Apr 11-17
2022
21 Yes, involved in this
78 No, not involved in this
1 No answer

ASK IF ATTENDS RELIGIOUS SERVICES AT LEAST MONTHLY [N=3,511]:

CONNRGY As far as you know, does your congregation or place of worship do any of the following?
[RANDOMIZE]
Yes, my No, my
congregation congregation does
does this not do this Not sure No answer

a. Have recycling bins
in or around the
building
Apr 11-17, 2022 46 32 22 1

b. Use solar power as a
source of energy

Apr 11-17, 2022 8 63 29 1

c. Take steps to be
more energy
efficient

Apr 11-17, 2022 43 17 39 1
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ASK IF ATTENDS RELIGIOUS SERVICES AT LEAST MONTHLY [N=3,511]:
SERMONCLM Thinking about the sermons you hear at your congregation or place of worship, how much
discussion of climate change is there?

Apr 11-17
2022
2 A great deal
6 Quite a bit
20 Some
23 A little
47 None
1 No answer

ASK IF HEARD AT LEAST A LITTLE ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE IN SERMONS:
CLRGYCLM When you have heard sermons about climate change, how often have they expressed...
[RANDOMIZE PAIRS A AND B, C AND D; RANDOMIZE ORDER OF PAIRS]

SUMMARY TABLE, BASED ON ALL REGULAR ATTENDERS [N=3,511]

NET Heard
at least a Not heard
little about anything
climate about climate
change in Some- No change in No

sermons Always Often times Rarely Never answer sermons answer

a. Support for
actions to
limit the
effects of
climate
change
Apr 11-17,
2022 52 6 10 18 10 7 1 47 1

b. The view
that we
don’t need
to worry
about
climate
change
Apr 11-17,
2022 52 3 5 9 12 22 1 47 1
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Concern
that policies
aimed at
reducing
global
climate
change give
too much
power to
the
government
Apr 11-17,
2022

The view
that we
have a duty
to care for
God'’s
creation
Apr 11-17,

2022

ASK ALL:
MORALISSUE

CLRGYCLM continued

NET Heard
at least a
little about
climate
change in
sermons

Always
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Some-

Often times

No

Rarely Never answer

52

52

Morally acceptable

16

18 12 3

Morally wrong

19 2

Not heard
anything
about
climate
change in
sermons

47

No
answer

Not a moral issue

Do you personally believe that each of the following is morally acceptable or morally
wrong, or is it not a moral issue? [RANDOMIZE LIST]

No answer

d. Drinking alcohol
Apr 11-17, 2022
Dec 4-18, 2017

e. Eating food that
requires a lot of
energy to produce

Apr 11-17, 2022

f. Driving a car that
gets low gas mileage

Apr 11-17, 2022

g. Sex outside of

marriage

Apr 11-17, 2022

21
31

12

14

15

16
13

13

10

49
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ASK CLIMATE CHANGE NOT TOO SERIOUS A PROBLEM OR NOT A PROBLEM:

CLMSRS2

Earlier you said that global climate change is not too serious a problem or not a problem. How

well does each of the following statements describe your views? Global climate change is not a

serious

problem because... [RANDOMIZE]

SUMMARY TABLE, BASED ON TOTAL

a. [don’t believe
it’s happening
Apr 11-17,
2022

b. Godisin
control of the
climate
Apr 11-17,
2022

c. New
technologies
will fix
problems
caused by
global climate
change
Apr 11-17,
2022

d. Global climate
change will not
have a big
impact on most
people
Apr 11-17,
2022

e. There are
much bigger
problems in the
world today
than global
climate change
Apr 11-17,
2022

NET Climate
change not
too serious a
problem or

not a Comp- Some
problem letely  Mostly what
20 4 4 5
20 9 2 3
20 1 3 5
20 4 5 6
20 13 5 2
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NET Climate
change at
least

somewhat

A little  Not at No serious No
bit all answer problem answer

3 3 <1 80 <1
1 5 <1 80 <1
4 7 1 80 <1
3 2 <1 80 <1
1 <1 <1 80 <1
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ASK ALL:
GOVWRRY How likely do you think each of the following is to happen within the NEXT 30 YEARS because
of environmental regulations? [RANDOMIZE]
Extremely Very Somewhat Not too Not at all
likely likely likely likely likely No answer
a. Much higher prices for fuel
and electricity
Apr 11-17, 2022 41 31 20 6 2 1
b. Gradual loss of individual
freedoms
Apr 11-17, 2022 22 20 26 21 9 2
c. Fewer jobs and declining
pay in industries that
depend on fossil fuels
Apr 11-17, 2022 27 30 30 9 3 1
ASK ALL:
CLMWRRY How likely do you think each of the following is to happen within the NEXT 30 YEARS because
of global climate change? [RANDOMIZE]
Extremely Very  Somewhat Not too Not at all
likely likely likely likely likely No answer
a. Lower quality of life
Apr 11-17, 2022 20 26 31 17 5 1
b. More extreme weather
events, such as tornadoes,
flooding and drought
Apr 11-17, 2022 35 27 23 10 4 1
c. Anincrease in refugees and
displaced people
Apr 11-17, 2022 29 29 25 11 4 1
d. Food and water shortages
Apr 11-17, 2022 26 28 27 14 4 1
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ASK ALL:
USWRRY How likely do you think each of the following is to happen within the NEXT 30 YEARS?
[RANDOMIZE]
Extremely Very  Somewhat Not too Not at all
likely likely likely likely likely No answer
a. The United States will
overreact to global climate
change by creating many
unnecessary
environmental regulations
Apr 11-17, 2022 19 19 24 24 12 2
b. The United States will lose
its standing in the world by
failing to take global climate
change seriously
Apr 11-17, 2022 10 17 27 31 12 2
ASK IF BELIEVES THE EARTH IS GETTING WARMER:
CLMPOSS Which of the following statements comes closest to your views, even if none is exactly
right?

SUMMARY TABLE, BASED ON TOTAL

Apr 11-17
2022
77 Believes the Earth is getting warmer
Humans can slow the pace of global climate change, but doing so would require
29 making difficult changes
Humans can slow the pace of global climate change, and if we make smart choices, it
36 would not be too difficult
11 Humans cannot slow the pace of global climate change
<1 No answer
9 Does not believe the Earth is getting warmer
13 Not sure
<1 No answer

ASK IF BELIEVE GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE IS AT LEAST NOT TOO SERIOUS OF A PROBLEM:
CLMPRI Do you think society should focus more on... [RANDOMIZE FIRST TWO RESPONSE
OPTIONS, “"Both” AND “Neither” ALWAYS LAST]

SUMMARY TABLE, BASED ON TOTAL

Apr 11-17
2022
92 Believe global climate change is at least not too serious of a problem
10 Slowing the pace of global climate change
10 Getting ready to deal with the effects of climate change
62 Both
9 Neither
1 No answer
8 Believe global climate change is not a problem
<1 No answer
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ASK ALL:
TALKCLM How much do you talk about climate change with..[RANDOMIZE]
A great Quite a Not
deal bit Some A little None applicable3 No answer
a. Your friends
Apr 11-17, 2022 4 10 26 26 33 -- 1
b. Your family
Apr 11-17, 2022 5 12 28 26 29 -- 1
c. ASKIF ATTENDS
RELIGIOUS
SERVICES AT LEAST
MONTHLY
[N=3,511]: People at
your house of worship
Apr 11-17, 2022 2 4 15 22 55 -- 1
d. Your co-workers or
classmates
Apr 11-17, 2022 2 6 18 18 34 21 1
ASK ALL:
TALKCLMVAL  As far as you know, when it comes to climate change, do you generally agree or disagree with
each of the following? [DISPLAY IN SAME ORDER AS TALKCLM]
Generally Sometimes
agree agree,
about sometimes Generally
climate disagree about disagree about Not No
change climate change climate change Not sure applicable* answer
a. Your friends
Apr 11-17, 2022 36 31 5 27 -- 1
b. Your family
Apr 11-17, 2022 40 30 7 22 -- 1
c. ASKIF ATTENDS
RELIGIOUS SERVICES
AT LEAST MONTHLY
[N=3,511]: People at
your house of worship
Apr 11-17, 2022 22 24 4 48 -- 2
d. Your co-workers or
classmates
Apr 11-17, 2022 19 22 5 22 31 1

3 Response option available for item d only.
4 Response option available for item d only.
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ASK ALL:
ENV27MOD How much, if at all, do you trust each of the following to give full and accurate information
about global climate change? [RANDOMIZE]
A great deal Quite a bit Some A little None No answer
NO ITEM c
a. Elected officials
Apr 11-17, 2022 2 6 27 26 37 1
b. Climate scientists
Apr 11-17, 2022 29 25 22 12 11 1
d. The news media
Apr 11-17, 2022 3 14 30 20 31 1
e. Religious leaders
Apr 11-17, 2022 3 9 25 20 41 2
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