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Appendix B: Social Hostilities Index

The following table shows all 198 countries and territories in descending order of their scores on Pew Research
Center’s index of social hostilities involving religion as of the end of 2021. The Center has not attached numerical
rankings to the countries because there are numerous tied scores and the differences between the scores of
countries that are close to each other on this table are not necessarily meaningful.
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Denotes a decrease of 1.0 or more from 2020 to 2021.

www.pewresearch.org



62

GLOBALLY, GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS ON RELIGION REACHED PEAK LEVELS IN 2021, WHILE SOCIAL HOSTILITIES WENT DOWN

Social Hostilities Index (cont.)
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NORTH KOREA: The sources used for this study clearly indicate that the government of North Korea is among the most repressive in
the world with respect to religion as well as other civil liberties. But because North Korean society is effectively closed to outsiders, the
sources are unable to provide the kind of specific and timely information that Pew Research Center coded in this quantitative study.
Therefore, the report does not include a score for North Korea on either index.

YEMEN: Starting with data covering 2016, researchers changed the way they coded social hostilities in Yemen. Read the Methodology
for more details.

Note: Myanmar is also called Burma. Eswatini was formerly known as Swaziland.
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