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Global Opinion of Obama Slips, International Policies Faulted  
Drone Strikes Widely Opposed 
 
Global approval of President Barack Obama’s 

policies has declined significantly since he first 

took office, while overall confidence in him and 

attitudes toward the U.S. have slipped 

modestly as a consequence. 

 

Europeans and Japanese remain largely 

confident in Obama, albeit somewhat less so 

than in 2009, while Muslim publics remain 

largely critical.  A similar pattern characterizes 

overall ratings for the U.S. – in the EU and 

Japan, views are still positive, but the U.S. 

remains unpopular in nations such as Egypt, 

Jordan, Turkey and Pakistan.  

 

Meanwhile, support for Obama has waned 

significantly in China.  Since 2009, confidence 

in the American president has declined by 24 

percentage points and approval of his policies 

has fallen 30 points.  Mexicans have also 

soured on his policies, and many fewer express 

confidence in him today. 

 

The Obama era has coincided with major 

changes in international perceptions of 

American power – especially U.S. economic 

power.  The global financial crisis and the 

steady rise of China have led many to declare 

China the world’s economic leader, and this 

Opinion of Obama Declines, 
Especially on International 
Policies 

 2009 2012 Change 
 % %  

Confidence in Obama    
Europe* 86 80 -6 
Muslim countries* 33 24 -9 
Russia 37 36 -1 
China 62 38 -24 
Japan 85 74 -11 
Mexico 55 42 -13 
    

Favorable toward U.S.    
Europe* 67 60 -7 
Muslim countries* 25 15 -10 
Russia 44 52 +8 
China 47 43 -4 
Japan 59 72 +13 
Mexico 69 56 -13 
    

Approve of Obama’s 
international policies    

Europe* 78 63 -15 
Muslim countries* 34 15 -19 
Russia 40 22 -18 
China 57 27 -30 
Japan 77 58 -19 
Mexico 56 39 -17 

* Median percentages based only on those countries 
surveyed in 2009 and 2012. In Europe, this includes: 
Britain, France, Germany, Spain and Poland. Among the 
Muslim countries, this includes: Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Pakistan and Turkey. 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q8a, Q40a & Q92.  
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trend is especially strong among some of 

America’s major European allies.  Today, solid 

majorities in Germany (62%), Britain (58%), 

France (57%) and Spain (57%) name China as 

the world’s top economic power. 

 

Even though many think American economic 

clout is in relative decline, publics around the 

world continue to worry about how the U.S. 

uses its power – in particular its military 

power – in international affairs.   

 

There remains a widespread perception that 

the U.S. acts unilaterally and does not consider 

the interests of other countries.  In 

predominantly Muslim nations, American 

anti-terrorism efforts are still widely 

unpopular.  And in nearly all countries, there 

is considerable opposition to a major 

component of the Obama administration’s 

anti-terrorism policy: drone strikes.  In 17 of 

20 countries, more than half disapprove of 

U.S. drone attacks targeting extremist leaders 

and groups in nations such as Pakistan, Yemen 

and Somalia.   

 

Americans are the clear outliers on this issue – 

62% approve of the drone campaign, including 

most Republicans (74%), independents (60%) and Democrats (58%). 

 

These are among the principal findings from a 21-nation survey conducted by the Pew 

Research Center’s Global Attitudes Project from March 17-April 20. The poll also finds that, 

despite disappointment with Obama’s policies, there is still considerable support for his re-

election in many countries, especially in Europe.  Roughly nine-in-ten in France (92%) and 

Germany (89%) would like to see him re-elected, as would large majorities in Britain (73%), 

Spain (71%), Italy (69%) and the Czech Republic (67%).  Most Brazilians (72%) and Japanese 

(66%) agree.  But in the Middle East there is little enthusiasm for a second term – majorities in 

Egypt (76%), Jordan (73%) and Lebanon (62%) oppose Obama’s re-election.   

Widespread Opposition to  
Drone Strikes 
 

A different question about drone strikes was asked in 
Pakistan and will be released in a subsequent report. 

Survey results are based on national samples except in 
China. See the Survey Methods section for more information. 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q59b. 
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Overall Ratings for U.S. Mostly Positive 
 

Majorities or pluralities in 12 countries express 

a favorable opinion of the United States, while 

the prevailing view is negative in only five 

nations.  In three countries views are closely 

divided.   

 

Attitudes toward the U.S. are generally more 

positive today than in 2008, the final year of 

the George W. Bush administration.  The 

biggest improvements in America’s image have 

occurred among Europeans – in France, Spain, 

and Germany, the percentage of people with a 

positive view of the U.S. is at least 20 

percentage points higher than in 2008.   

 

However, some of the initial surge in pro-

American sentiments that followed Obama’s 

election have waned in Western Europe, 

especially in Germany where 64% had a 

favorable opinion of the U.S. in 2009, 

compared with 52% today.  

 

In Japan, 72% currently express a favorable 

opinion of the U.S., up from 50% four years 

ago.  America’s image in Japan improved 

dramatically in 2011, due in part to American 

relief efforts following the devastating March 

2011 earthquake and tsunami.  Fully 85% of Japanese respondents expressed a positive view of 

the U.S. in last year’s poll. 

 

In a number of strategically important Muslim nations, America’s image has not improved 

during the Obama presidency.  In fact, America’s already low 2008 ratings have slipped even 

further in Jordan and Pakistan.   

 

  

Continued Positive Views of U.S. in 
Obama Era 

 
% Favorable  
toward U.S.  

 

Bush 
era 

Obama  
era 

Pct point 
change 

2008 2009 2012 08-12  09-12 
% % %   

Italy 53* -- 74 +21 -- 
France 42 75 69 +27 -6 
Poland 68 67 69 +1 +2 
Britain 53 69 60 +7 -9 
Spain 33 58 58 +25 0 
Czech Rep. 45* -- 54 +9 -- 
Germany 31 64 52 +21 -12 
Greece -- -- 35 -- -- 
Russia 46 44 52 +6 +8 
Lebanon 51 55 48 -3 -7 
Tunisia -- -- 45 -- -- 
Egypt 22 27 19 -3 -8 
Turkey 12 14 15 +3 +1 
Jordan 19 25 12 -7 -13 
Pakistan 19 16 12 -7 -4 
Japan 50 59 72 +22 +13 
China 41 47 43 +2 -4 
India -- -- 41 -- -- 
Brazil -- -- 61 -- -- 
Mexico 47 69 56 +9 -13 

* Figures from 2007. 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q8a. 
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Even in many nations where overall ratings for the U.S. remain low, however, certain aspects 

of American “soft power” are often well-regarded.  For instance, the American way of doing 

business is especially popular in the Arab World – more than half in Lebanon (63%), Tunisia 

(59%), Jordan (59%) and Egypt (52%) say they like this element of America’s image.    

 

Majorities or pluralities in 18 of 20 countries admire the U.S. for its science and technology, 

and most of the publics surveyed embrace American music, movies and television.  Around the 

world, U.S. ideas about democracy and American ways of doing business have become more 

popular since Obama took office.    

 

American soft power is often particularly appealing to young people.  In particular, U.S. 

popular culture and American ideas about democracy are more popular among people under 

30.    

 

Still, even as they embrace certain features of American culture, people worry that it may 

crowd out their own cultures and traditions – majorities or pluralities in 17 of 20 countries say 

it is a bad thing that U.S. ideas and customs are spreading to their countries. 

 

 
Disappointment With Obama’s Policies 
 

While confidence in Obama has slipped, in many of the countries surveyed, people continue to 

express confidence in President Obama’s foreign policy leadership.  In particular, he still gets  

extremely high ratings in much of Europe.  More than seven-in-ten in Germany, France, 

Britain, the Czech Republic and Italy express confidence that Obama will do the right thing in 

world affairs.  Big majorities in Japan  and Brazil also hold this view. 

 

There is little support for Obama, however, in the predominantly Muslim nations surveyed.  

Fewer than three-in-ten express confidence in him in Egypt, Tunisia, Turkey and Jordan.  And 

roughly a year after he ordered the Abbottabad raid that killed Osama bin Laden, just 7% of 

Pakistanis have a positive view of Obama, the same percentage that voiced confidence in 

President George W. Bush during the final year of his administration.  
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Outside of Pakistan, however, Obama 

consistently receives higher ratings than Bush 

did in 2008.  This is particularly true in 

Western Europe and Japan, but it is also true 

in several predominantly Muslim nations 

where Obama’s ratings – while not especially 

high – are nonetheless more positive than his 

predecessor’s.     

 

In nearly every country where trends are 

available, support for Obama’s international 

policies has declined over the last three years.  

Even though most Europeans still endorse 

Obama’s policies, their enthusiasm has ebbed.  

Among the EU countries surveyed in both 

2009 and 2012, a median of 78% approved of 

Obama’s policies in 2009, compared with 63% 

now.  Among Muslim nations, the median has 

slipped from 34% to 15%.  Major declines have 

also taken place in China, Japan, Russia and 

Mexico. 

 

On a number of specific issues, there is a sense 

that Obama has not lived up to the 

expectations people had for him when he first 

took office.  The 2009 Pew Global Attitudes 

survey found that many believed the new 

American president would act multilaterally, 

seek international approval before using 

military force, take a fair approach to the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and make progress 

on climate change.  As the current survey 

reveals, few now believe he has actually 

accomplished these things. 

 

For instance, looking at the countries surveyed 

in both 2009 and 2012, a median of 56% in 

2009 expected Obama to take significant steps 

Obama’s Ratings Remain Better 
Than Bush’s 

 % A lot/some confidence 

 
Bush: 
2008 

Obama: 
2012 Difference 

 % %  
U.S. 37 61 +24 
Germany 14 87 +73 
France 13 86 +73 
Britain 16 80 +64 
Spain 8 61 +53 
Poland 41 50 +9 
Russia 22 36 +14 
Turkey 2 24 +22 
Egypt 11 29 +18 
Jordan 7 22 +15 
Lebanon 33 39 +6 
Pakistan 7 7 0 
Japan 25 74 +49 
China 30 38 +8 
Mexico 16 42 +26 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q40a. 

Unmet Expectations for Obama 
 2009 2012 

 Will 
Will 
not Has 

Has 
not 

 % % % % 
Consider your 
country’s interests* 45 42 27 58 

Seek international 
approval for  
military force 

45 42 29 54 

Be fair with Israelis 
& Palestinians 46 32 18 59 

Take steps on 
climate change 56 29 22 61 

Medians based on only those countries surveyed in both 
2009 and 2012: U.S., Britain, France, Germany, Spain, 
Poland, Russia, Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, China, 
Japan, Pakistan and Mexico.  Median for “consider your 
country’s interests” does not include China. 

* U.S. respondents were asked whether Obama has/will take 
into account the interests of other countries when making 
international policy decisions. 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q94a-d. 
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to deal with climate change.  Today, a median of just 22% think he has actually done this. 

 

 

China’s Growing Economic Might  
 

China’s image has slipped in several countries 

over the last year.  The percentage of Japanese 

with a favorable opinion of China plummeted 

from 34% to 15%.  In France, China’s 

favorability ratings dropped from 51% to 40%, 

and in Britain from 59% to 49%.  And since 

last year, Americans have become less 

disposed to rate China positively (51% in 2011, 

40% now). 

 

However, perceptions of China’s economic 

power continue to grow.  This is especially true 

in Europe, but the belief that China is the 

world’s top economy has become more 

common in the last year in other parts of the 

world as well, including Brazil, Japan, Turkey 

and Lebanon. 

 

Views about the economic balance of power have shifted dramatically over time among the 14 

countries surveyed each year from 2008 to 2012.  In 2008, before the onset of the global 

financial crisis, a median of 45% named the U.S. as the world’s leading economic power, while 

just 22% said China.  Today, only 36% say the U.S., while 42% believe China is in the top 

position. 

 

 

Also of Note 
 

 Global publics are much less interested in the 2012 U.S. presidential election than they 

were in the 2008 contest.  For example, four years ago 56% of Germans were closely 

following the race, compared with just 36% now. 

  

Who is World’s Leading Economic 
Power? 
 

Median % naming China and the U.S. as the world's leading 
economic power across 14 nations surveyed each year from 
2008 to 2012. 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q29. 



Pew Research Center’s Global Attitudes Project – www.pewglobal.org             

 
 

7 
 

 Much like President Obama, U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton receives largely 

positive marks in Western Europe, but is unpopular in the predominantly Muslim 

nations surveyed. 

 

 German Chancellor Angela Merkel receives mostly favorable ratings in Europe – with 

the clear exception of Greece, where only 7% express confidence in her. 

 

 Russian President Vladimir Putin is rated negatively in most of the countries surveyed, 

and Russia’s overall image has declined since last year in Western Europe and the U.S.  
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About the Pew Global Attitudes Project 
 
The Pew Research Center’s Global Attitudes Project conducts public opinion surveys around the world 
on a broad array of subjects ranging from people’s assessments of their own lives to their views about 
the current state of the world and important issues of the day.  The project is directed by Andrew Kohut, 
president of the Pew Research Center, a nonpartisan “fact tank” in Washington, DC, that provides 
information on the issues, attitudes, and trends shaping America and the world.  The Pew Global 
Attitudes Project is principally funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts.  
 
Since its inception in 2001, the Pew Global Attitudes 
Project has released numerous major reports, 
analyses, and other releases, on topics including 
attitudes toward the U.S. and American foreign policy, 
globalization, terrorism, and democracy.  
 
Pew Global Attitudes Project team members include 
Richard Wike (Associate Director), Juliana Menasce 
Horowitz, Katie Simmons, Jacob Poushter, and Cathy 
Barker.  Other contributors to the project include Pew 
Research Center staff members James Bell (Director, 
International Survey Research), Bruce Stokes 
(Director, Pew Global Economic Attitudes), and 
Elizabeth Mueller Gross (Vice President), as well as 
Bruce Drake, Neha Sahgal, Carroll Doherty, and 
Michael Dimock.  Additional members of the team 
include Mary McIntosh, president of Princeton Survey 
Research Associates International, and Mike 
Mokrzycki.  The Pew Global Attitudes Project team 
regularly consults with survey and policy experts, 
regional and academic experts, journalists, and 
policymakers whose expertise provides tremendous 
guidance in shaping the surveys.  
 
The Pew Global Attitudes Project’s co-chairs are on leave through 2012.  The project is co-chaired by 
former U.S. Secretary of State Madeleine K. Albright, currently principal, the Albright Stonebridge 
Group, and by former Senator John C. Danforth, currently partner, Bryan Cave LLP. 
 
All of the project’s reports and commentaries are available at www.pewglobal.org.  The data are also 
made available on our website within two years of publication.  Findings from the project are also 
analyzed in America Against the World: How We Are Different and Why We Are Disliked by Andrew 
Kohut and Bruce Stokes, published by Times Books.  A paperback edition of the book was released in 
May 2007. 
 
For further information, please contact: 
Richard Wike 
Associate Director, Pew Global Attitudes Project 
202.419.4400 / rwike@pewresearch.org 

  

Pew Global Attitudes Project 
Public Opinion Surveys 

Survey Sample Interviews 

Summer 2002 44 Nations 38,263 

November 2002 6 Nations 6,056 

March 2003 9 Nations 5,520 

May 2003 21 Publics* 15,948 

Spring 2004 9 Nations 7,765 

Spring 2005 17 Nations 17,766 

Spring 2006 15 Nations 16,710 

Spring 2007 47 Publics* 45,239 

Spring 2008 24 Nations 24,717 

Spring 2009 25 Publics* 26,397 

Fall 2009 14 Nations 14,760 

Spring 2010 22 Nations 24,790 

Spring 2011 23 Publics* 29,100 

Spring 2012 21 Nations 26,210 

* Includes the Palestinian territories. 
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1. Views of the U.S. and American Foreign Policy 

 

Overall ratings for the U.S. remain largely 

positive in 12 of 20 countries, including large 

majorities in a number of European nations, as 

well as Japan and Brazil.  In contrast, ratings 

are decidedly negative in four of the six 

predominantly Muslim countries polled.  The 

U.S. also receives poor marks in crisis-ridden 

Greece. 

 

In most nations, young people express a more 

positive view of America, and in several 

countries the U.S. is more popular among 

those with a college education. 

 

Key aspects of American foreign policy 

continue to be unpopular among many around 

the globe.  Most believe the U.S. still acts 

unilaterally in world affairs.  And while most 

Europeans support American anti-terrorism 

efforts, they are widely opposed in Muslim 

nations.  Moreover, U.S. drone strikes – a key 

element of the Obama administration’s anti-

terrorism policy – are widely unpopular nearly 

everywhere, although the U.S. itself is a clear 

exception. 

 

Assessments of American 

economic power have 

declined over the last year, 

and views about U.S. 

economic strength have 

shifted dramatically over the 

last four years, especially in 

Western Europe, where 

China is now seen as the 

world’s economic leader.  For 

Most Rate U.S. Positively 
 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q8a. 

World’s Leading Economic Power  
 % Saying U.S. % Saying China  
 2008 2012 Change 2008 2012 Change 

 % %  % %  
Spain 42 26 -16 24 57 +33 
Germany 25 13 -12 30 62 +32 
Britain 44 28 -16 29 58 +29 
France 44 29 -15 31 57 +26 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q29. 
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example, in 2008, before the global economic downturn, 42% in Spain described the U.S. as 

the world’s leading economic power;  just 24% said China.  Today, only 26% name the U.S., 

while 57% think China occupies the top spot. 

 

 

U.S. Image Remains Largely Positive 
 

Evaluations of the U.S. are positive in most of the nations surveyed, and this is especially true 

in Europe.  More than two-thirds in Italy (74%), France (69%) and Poland (69%) have a 

favorable opinion of the U.S.  Views are also largely positive in Britain (60%), Spain (58%), and 

the Czech Republic (54%).   

 

U.S. Favorability 

 
1999/ 
2000 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

 % % % % % % % % % % % % 
U.S. -- -- -- -- 83 76 80 84 88 85 79 80 
Britain 83 75 70 58 55 56 51 53 69 65 61 60 
France 62 62 42 37 43 39 39 42 75 73 75 69 
Germany 78 60 45 38 42 37 30 31 64 63 62 52 
Spain 50 -- 38 -- 41 23 34 33 58 61 64 58 
Italy 76 70 60 -- -- -- 53 -- -- -- -- 74 
Greece -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 35 
Poland 86 79 -- -- 62 -- 61 68 67 74 70 69 
Czech Rep. 77 71 -- -- -- -- 45 -- -- -- -- 54 
Russia 37 61 37 46 52 43 41 46 44 57 56 52 
Turkey 52 30 15 30 23 12 9 12 14 17 10 15 
Egypt -- -- -- -- -- 30 21 22 27 17 20 19 
Jordan -- 25 1 5 21 15 20 19 25 21 13 12 
Lebanon -- 36 27 -- 42 -- 47 51 55 52 49 48 
Tunisia -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 45 
Pakistan 23 10 13 21 23 27 15 19 16 17 12 12 
China -- -- -- -- 42 47 34 41 47 58 44 43 
India -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 41 41 
Japan 77 72 -- -- -- 63 61 50 59 66 85 72 
Brazil -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 62 62 61 
Mexico 68 64 -- -- -- -- 56 47 69 56 52 56 

1999/2000 survey trends provided by the U.S. Department of State. 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q8a. 
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German attitudes toward the U.S., while still generally positive, have cooled over the last year, 

with favorable ratings dropping from 62% to 52%.  Smaller declines have taken place in France 

(-6 percentage points) and Spain (-6).  Greece is the only European country polled in which the 

U.S. gets negative marks – only 35% of Greeks express a favorable opinion of the U.S., while 

61% offer an unfavorable one.   

 

The U.S. receives many of its lowest ratings in predominantly Muslim nations.  Fewer than 

one-in-five have a positive opinion about America in Egypt (19%), Turkey (15%), Pakistan 

(12%) and Jordan (12%).  Views are divided, however, in Tunisia (45% favorable, 45% 

unfavorable) and Lebanon (48% favorable, 49% unfavorable).           

 

Lebanese views differ considerably among the country’s major religious groups.  Solid 

majorities of Sunni Muslims (67%) and Christians (61%) give the U.S. a favorable grade, 

compared with just 7% of Shia Muslims. 

 

Last year, driven at least in part by American relief efforts following the March 2011 

earthquake and tsunami, a remarkable 85% of Japanese gave the U.S. a favorable rating.  

Today, 72% hold this view – a significant drop, but still higher than the 66% registered in 

2010.  

 

Elsewhere in Asia, the Chinese are roughly split in their views about the U.S. (43% favorable, 

48% unfavorable).  On balance, Indians see the U.S. favorably (41% favorable, 12% 

unfavorable), although nearly half (47%) offer 

no opinion. 

 

About half of Russians (52%) express a positive 

view of the U.S., as do majorities in the two 

Latin American countries surveyed, Brazil 

(61%) and Mexico (56%). 

 

 

Young People More Positive About 
U.S. 
 

In most of the countries surveyed, younger 

people tend to have more positive attitudes 

toward the U.S.  This is particularly true in 

Russia, where 60% of 18-29 year-olds express 

Double-Digit Age Gap in U.S. 
Favorability 

 % Favorable 

 18-29 30-49 50+ 
Oldest-

youngest gap 
 % % %  
Russia 60 57 42 -18 
Poland 75 73 62 -13 
China 51 40 38 -13 
Japan 81 71 69 -12 
Germany 61 51 49 -12 
Lebanon 54 47 42 -12 
Spain 66 58 55 -11 
Brazil 66 62 55 -11 
Czech Rep. 62 53 51 -11 
Turkey 19 17 8 -11 
Mexico 60 58 50 -10 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q8a. 
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a favorable opinion, compared with just 42% of those age 50 and older. 

 

Three-in-four 18-29 year-old Poles give the U.S. a positive rating, compared with 62% of 

people 50 and older.  Similarly, in China there is a 13 percentage point gap between 18-29 

year-olds (51% favorable) and those 50 and older (38% favorable).  Double-digit age gaps also 

appear in Japan, Germany, Lebanon, Spain, Brazil, the Czech Republic, Turkey and Mexico. 

 

In several nations, the college educated also express more positive attitudes toward the U.S.  

For instance, 66% of Chinese with a college degree have a favorable opinion of the U.S., while 

just 41% of those without a college degree hold this view.  There are also significant education 

gaps in Lebanon, Jordan, India, and the Czech Republic. 

 

 

Opinion of the American People 
 

The American people continue to receive 

largely positive ratings in most of the nations 

polled.  Majorities or pluralities in 13 of 20 

countries express a favorable view of 

Americans, including majorities in seven of the 

eight European Union members surveyed.  

Greece again is the exception: just 44% of 

Greeks have a positive opinion of Americans, 

while 53% hold a negative opinion. 

 

Americans receive an especially high rating in 

Japan (80% favorable).  About six-in-ten 

Russians (63%) also express a positive view. 

 

Most Lebanese (61%) see the American people 

in a favorable light, while opinion in Tunisia is 

evenly split (44% favorable, 44% unfavorable).  

In the other majority Muslim nations surveyed 

however, views are decidedly negative. 

 

Ratings are also, on balance, negative in China, 

where 51% give the American people 

Views of the American People 
 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q8b. 
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unfavorable marks and just 39% see them favorably. 

 

 

Declining Economic Power 
 

Over the last few years, perceptions about the 

global economic balance of power have been 

shifting, with growing numbers naming China, 

rather than the U.S., as the world’s leading 

economy.  In this year’s poll, nine publics place 

China in the top spot, while seven see the U.S. 

as the economic leader.  In five countries, 

views are essentially mixed. 

 

This trend has been especially strong in 

Europe.  Majorities or pluralities in seven of 

the eight EU nations surveyed consider China 

the global economic leader.  In just the last 

year, the percentage naming the U.S. has 

declined by 13 percentage points in France, 11 

points in Spain, and nine in Germany. 

 

In Russia, just 26% say the U.S. is the top 

economic power, down from 40% a year ago.  

In 2011, 55% of the Japanese named the U.S., 

while just 33% said China; today, views are 

split, with 45% naming the U.S. and 43% 

China. 

 

Turkey and Mexico are the only countries in 

which more than half consider the U.S. the 

world’s leading economic power, but in both nations the percentage naming the U.S. has 

declined 14 points since last year. 

 

Americans are almost evenly divided on this question: 40% think their own country is still the 

economic leader, while a similar percentage (41%) name China.  The Chinese, on the other 

hand, are not convinced that their country is the world’s leader: roughly half (48%) place the 

U.S. in the top position, compared with just 29% who say China. 

Leading Economic Power 

 
Named as the world’s leading 

economic power 

 U.S. China Japan EU 

Other/
None/

DK 
 % % % % % 
U.S. 40 41 6 5 8 
Britain 28 58 5 3 7 
France 29 57 7 6 0 
Germany 13 62 5 17 3 
Spain 26 57 9 5 3 
Italy 37 46 8 3 6 
Greece 36 45 7 3 10 
Poland 35 35 12 4 13 
Czech Rep. 29 51 9 7 5 
Russia 26 33 17 7 18 
Turkey 54 22 6 8 10 
Egypt 40 39 11 7 3 
Jordan 36 44 16 4 0 
Lebanon 34 44 5 5 12 
Tunisia 48 29 7 5 11 
Pakistan 48 27 4 1 20 
China 48 29 2 5 15 
India 37 17 7 1 38 
Japan 45 43 3 5 5 
Brazil 45 27 15 3 10 
Mexico 51 18 12 6 12 
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There is no country in which even 20% name Japan as the leading economic power, although 

at least one-in-ten do hold this view in Russia (17%), Jordan (16%), Brazil (15%), Mexico (12%) 

and Poland (12%).  

 

Germany is the only country in which the percentage identifying the financially troubled EU as 

the leading economic power reaches double digits.  While 17% of Germans name the EU, this is 

down significantly from the 36% registered in 2009. 

 

 

Unilateralism 
 

Across much of the globe, people continue to 

believe the U.S. acts unilaterally in world 

affairs.  However, three of the four BRIC 

countries – an acronym applied to these 

nations because of their emerging economies –

are exceptions to this pattern.  More than half 

in Brazil (55%) and China (51%) say the U.S. 

does take into account their interests when it is 

making foreign policy decisions.  On balance, 

Indians also hold this view, although the 

percentage saying the U.S. considers India’s 

interests has declined from 57% last year to 

44% today.  In Russia, the fourth BRIC 

country, only 22% think the U.S. acts 

multilaterally. 

 

Throughout Europe and the Middle East, 

majorities say the U.S. does not take into 

account the interests of countries like theirs. 

 

Opinions on this issue have shifted in Germany 

since last year, when 56% said the U.S. 

considered the interests of nations like 

Germany a great deal or a fair amount.  Now, 

just 43% hold that view.   

 

 

How Much Does the U.S. Consider 
Your Country’s Interests? 
 

“In making international policy decisions, to what extent do 
you think the United States takes into account the interests 
of countries like (survey country) – a great deal, a fair 
amount, not too much, or not at all?” 

*In the U.S. the question asks: “In making international 
policy decisions, to what extent do you think the United 
States take into account the interests of other countries 
around the world – a great deal, a fair amount, not too 
much, or not at all?” 
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A significant change has also taken place in Japan.  In 2011, following the American aid 

provided to Japan after the earthquake and tsunami, 51% said the U.S. considered the interests 

of nations like Japan – a 20-point increase from 2010.  Today, 36% express this view. 

 

Americans see this issue differently: roughly three-in-four (77%) believe their country does 

take into account the interests of other nations when it is making decisions about foreign 

policy. 

 

 

American Anti-Terrorism Efforts 
 

Among Europeans, support 

for American anti-terrorism 

policy was low during the 

final years of the George W. 

Bush administration, but 

rebounded following 

President Obama’s election.  

And, outside of Greece, 

support of the American 

approach remains relatively 

high today in Europe.   

 

In contrast, predominantly 

Muslim publics have 

consistently expressed 

negative opinions about U.S. 

anti-terrorism efforts 

throughout both the Bush 

and Obama eras, and that 

remains the case in the 

current poll. 

 

In Asia, 55% of Indians favor 

American anti-terrorism 

actions, but only one-in-three Chinese agree.  Views differ in the two Latin American nations 

surveyed – roughly two-in-three Brazilians support American efforts, compared with just 36% 

of Mexicans. 

U.S.-led Efforts to Fight Terrorism 

 % Who favor U.S.-led efforts to fight terrorism 
 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2009 2010 2011 2012 
 % % % % % % % % % % 
U.S. 89 -- 81 76 73 70 81 78 80 76 
Britain 69 63 63 51 49 38 64 58 59 57 
France 75 60 50 51 42 43 74 67 71 75 
Germany 70 60 55 50 47 42 68 59 67 60 
Spain -- 63 -- 26 19 21 59 56 58 53 
Italy 67 70 -- -- -- 41 -- -- -- 65 
Greece -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 29 
Poland 81 -- -- 61 -- 52 66 70 60 62 
Czech Rep. 82 -- -- -- -- 57 -- -- -- 64 
Russia 73 51 73 55 52 50 54 70 53 53 
Turkey 30 22 37 17 14 9 24 19 14 18 
Egypt -- -- -- -- 10 26 19 18 21 13 
Jordan 13 2 12 13 16 18 11 12 9 8 
Lebanon 38 30 -- 31 -- 34 31 30 35 32 
Tunisia -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 30 
Pakistan 20 16 16 22 30 13 24 19 16 16 
China -- -- -- -- 19 26 50 41 23 33 
India -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 52 55 
Japan 61 -- -- -- 26 40 42 42 42 44 
Brazil -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 62 57 66 
Mexico 52 -- -- -- -- 31 56 43 47 36 
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As has consistently been the case over time, a broad majority of Americans (76%) support the 

country’s anti-terrorism efforts, including 86% of Republicans, 77% of independents, and 72% 

of Democrats. 

 

 

Widespread Opposition to Drones 
 

In the vast majority of nations polled, there is 

considerable opposition to the U.S. drone 

campaign against extremist leaders and 

organizations.  In 17 of 20 countries, more than 

half disapprove of the U.S. conducting drone 

missile strikes to target extremists in places 

such as Pakistan, Yemen and Somalia.  The 

policy is unpopular in majority Muslim 

nations, but also in Europe and other regions 

as well. 

 

Indeed, at least three-in-four hold this view in 

a diverse set of countries: Greece (90%), Egypt 

(89%), Jordan (85%), Turkey (81%), Spain 

(76%), Brazil (76%) and Japan (75%). 

 

The three outliers on this issue are India, 

Britain, and the U.S. itself.  Indians who have 

an opinion tend to support American drone 

strikes (32% approve, 21% disapprove), but 

nearly half (47%) do not offer a view on this 

question.  Meanwhile, the British are almost 

evenly divided (44% approve, 47% 

disapprove). 

 

Americans largely support the drone attacks: 

62% approve; just 28% disapprove.  While support is especially high among Republicans 

(74%), most independents (60%) and Democrats (58%) also approve. 

 

No To U.S. Drone Strikes 
 

A different question about drone strikes was asked in 
Pakistan and will be released in a subsequent report. 
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Across much of the EU, there is a significant 

ideological gap on this question.  For example, 

a majority (56%) of those who describe 

themselves as being on the political right in 

Britain favor U.S. drone strikes against 

extremists, but just 31% on the left agree. 

 

A similar gap emerges in France, where about 

half of those on the right (49%) approve of the 

drone attacks, compared with about one-

quarter (26%) among people on the left.  

Double-digit differences are also found in Italy, 

the Czech Republic and Germany. 

 

There are even larger differences between men 

and women on this question throughout much 

of Europe, as well as in the U.S., Japan, and 

Brazil.  In Germany, 54% of men support the 

strikes, compared with just 24% of women.  

Fully 57% of British men approve of using 

drones, but only 30% of women agree.  

Double-digit gender gaps are found in 10 

nations, including a gap of 23 percentage 

points in the U.S. 

 

 

Views of Hillary Clinton 
 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton receives mixed reviews.  Throughout most of Europe, 

she gets positive marks, especially in the Czech Republic, France, and Germany, where about 

seven-in-ten express confidence that she will do the right thing in world affairs.  Ratings are 

mostly negative, however, in Spain and Greece. 

 

Clinton receives poor marks throughout the predominantly Muslim nations polled.  In Asia, 

roughly seven-in-ten Japanese (71%) express confidence in her, but the Chinese are divided 

(36% confidence, 39% no confidence).  Meanwhile, the vast majority of Indians do not have an 

opinion about America’s chief diplomat. 

 

Less Support for Drones on Left  

 % Approve of U.S. drone strikes 

 Left Center Right 
Right-left 

gap 
 % % %  
Britain 31 43 56 +25 
France 26 32 49 +23 
Italy 21 36 43 +22 
Czech Rep. 22 31 39 +17 
Germany 29 45 41 +12 
Spain 18 26 23 +5 
Greece 4 5 9 +5 
Poland 44 42 40 -4 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q59b. 

Wide Gender Divide on Drone 
Strikes 

 % Approve of U.S. drone strikes 
 Male Female Gap 

 % %  
Germany 54 24 -30 
Britain 57 30 -27 
Czech Rep. 44 17 -27 
U.S. 74 51 -23 
Japan 32 11 -21 
France 46 28 -18 
Spain 29 14 -15 
Italy 39 25 -14 
Brazil 26 12 -14 
Poland 44 32 -12 
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On balance, Mexicans take a negative view of 

Secretary Clinton (27% confidence, 43% no 

confidence).  In contrast, Brazilians see Clinton 

in a positive light (49% confidence, 32% no 

confidence).   

 

Three-in-four Americans believe Clinton will 

do the right thing in world affairs, including 

nearly all (92%) Democrats surveyed.  

However, strong majorities of both 

independents (70%) and Republicans (62%) 

also hold this view.

Confidence in Hillary Clinton 
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2. Attitudes Toward American Culture and Ideas 

 

In countries across the globe, people continue 

to embrace American popular culture and to 

admire the U.S. for its science and technology.  

Attitudes toward American ideas about 

democracy and ways of doing business are 

more mixed, but global publics are more 

positive toward both than in the final years of 

the Bush administration.  This is especially 

true in Europe, but views have improved in 

other regions as well.    

 

For instance, looking at the 16 countries 

surveyed in both 2007 and 2012, the median 

percentage saying they like American ways of 

doing business has increased by 11 percentage 

points, while the percentage who dislike the 

U.S. approach has declined by six points. 

 

The median percentage who say it is a good 

thing that American ideas and customs are 

spreading to their country has also increased 

over the last five years, but it remains the 

minority viewpoint.  Instead, even in countries 

where U.S. soft power has a strong appeal, 

there are serious concerns about “Americanization.”  Among the countries surveyed in both 

2007 and 2012, a median of 70% say it is bad that U.S. culture is spreading to their country. 

 

American soft power consistently proves especially appealing among young people.  In 

particular, U.S. music, movies, and television resonate well among those under age 30, and in 

several countries the same is true for American ideas about democracy. 

 

 

  

More Now Embrace U.S. Soft 
Power 

 2007 2012 Change 
 % %  
U.S. technological and 
scientific advances    

Admire 69 71 +2 
Do not admire 28 24 -4 
    
American music, movies 
and television    

Like 60 66 +6 
Dislike 35 29 -6 
    
American ideas about 
democracy    

Like 35 45 +10 
Dislike 56 51 -5 
    
American ways of doing 
business    

Like 32 43 +11 
Dislike 49 43 -6 
    
American ideas and 
customs spreading here    

Good 19 27 +8 
Bad 76 70 -6 

Median percentages across 16 countries surveyed in 2007 
and 2012. 
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American Democracy 
 

U.S. style democracy receives mixed reviews 

around the globe.  Italy is the only European 

country in which a majority (58%) says they 

like American ideas about democracy.  

However, views in Europe have become much 

more positive on this question since it was last 

asked in 2007 – a time when ratings for the 

U.S. were generally low across the region. 

 

The percentage who say they like American 

ideas about democracy has increased 

significantly in Spain (+30 points), Italy (+20 

points), France (+20 points), Germany (+14 

points), Poland (+13 points) and Britain (+9 

points).   

 

In Russia, which experienced a surge in pro-

democracy demonstrations following last 

December’s parliamentary elections, only 26% 

like U.S. ideas about democracy, little changed 

from 21% in 2007. 

 

Overall, American style democracy receives 

negative reviews in the predominantly Muslim 

nations surveyed.  However, in Tunisia, the 

country that launched the Arab Spring, six-in-

ten say they like these ideas.  And significant 

minorities offer a favorable response in 

Lebanon (44%), Egypt (42%) and Jordan 

(42%). 

 

The Japanese (64%) are especially likely to 

endorse American ideas regarding democracy.  

Meanwhile, 52% of Chinese also hold this view, 

while just 29% say they dislike these ideas.  

American Ideas About Democracy 
More Popular  

 
% Like American ideas about 

democracy 

 2002 2007 2012 
07-12 

Change 
 % % %  
Spain -- 19 49 +30 
Italy 45 38 58 +20 
France 42 23 43 +20 
Germany 47 31 45 +14 
Poland 51 34 47 +13 
Britain 43 36 45 +9 
Czech Rep. 64 46 47 +1 
Greece -- -- 29 -- 
Russia 28 21 26 +5 
Lebanon 49 39 44 +5 
Turkey 33 8 13 +5 
Pakistan 9 6 11 +5 
Egypt -- 40 42 +2 
Jordan 29 42 42 0 
Tunisia -- -- 60 -- 
Japan 62 57 64 +7 
China -- 48 52 +4 
India -- -- 33 -- 
Mexico 41 29 41 +12 
Brazil -- -- 48 -- 
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Young People More Positive About 
American Style Democracy 

 
% Like American ideas about 

democracy 

 18-29 30-49 50+ 
Oldest-

youngest gap 
 % % %  
Tunisia 72 57 48 -24 
China 59 55 40 -19 
Russia 31 33 16 -15 
Lebanon 51 42 37 -14 
Poland 52 52 39 -13 
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Brazilians are divided on this question (48% like, 45% dislike).  Only about four-in-ten 

Mexicans (41%) like these ideas, but this is up from just 29% five years ago. 

 

In several countries, young people are more likely to embrace American conceptions of 

democracy, including Tunisia, where 72% of 18-29 year-olds hold this view, compared with 

48% of those age 50 and older.  Roughly six-in-ten Chinese (59%) under 30 back American 

style democracy, compared with four-in-ten of those 50 and older.  Notable age gaps also exist 

in Russia, Lebanon, and Poland. 

 

For their part, Americans believe the U.S. should be working to strengthen democracy in other 

countries – 63% say the U.S. should promote democracy around the world, while just 29% 

believe it should not.  Independents (57%) are somewhat less likely to hold this view than 

either Democrats (71%) or Republicans (69%). 

 

 

American Popular Culture 
 

Popular culture continues to be a strong suit of 

America’s global image, and views of American 

music, movies and television have improved in 

many countries since 2007 .   

 

Ratings for U.S. popular culture have generally 

increased in Europe, and solid majorities 

across the European Union nations in the 

survey say they like American music, movies 

and television, including more than seven-in-

ten in Spain (79%), Italy (74%) and France 

(72%). 

 

Meanwhile, 69% in Japan and Brazil say they 

like these U.S. cultural exports.  The same 

percentage now embrace American popular 

culture in Mexico, up from 53% in 2007.  It is 

also more popular today among Russians than 

it was five years ago (48% now, 38% in 2007).   

 

 

Yes to American Popular Culture  
– Except in Muslim World 

 
% Like American music, movies 

and television 

 2002 2007 2012 
07-12 

Change 
 % % %  
Italy 63 66 74 +8 
Spain -- 72 79 +7 
France 65 65 72 +7 
Britain 76 63 69 +6 
Czech Rep. 59 58 64 +6 
Germany 66 62 67 +5 
Poland 70 65 67 +2 
Greece -- -- 62 -- 
Russia 42 38 48 +10 
Turkey 44 22 30 +8 
Pakistan 4 4 8 +4 
Jordan 30 40 39 -1 
Egypt -- 39 36 -3 
Lebanon 65 71 65 -6 
Tunisia -- -- 42 -- 
China 55 42 43 +1 
Japan 74 70 69 -1 
India -- -- 19 -- 
Mexico 60 53 69 +16 
Brazil -- -- 69 -- 
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The Chinese remain divided on this question  

(43% like, 43% dislike), while Indians on 

balance say they do not care for American 

music, movies and television (19% like, 47% 

dislike).   

 

U.S. popular culture also gets generally poor 

reviews in most of the majority Muslim nations 

surveyed, especially Pakistan, where 78% 

dislike it.  Still, three-in-ten or more say they 

enjoy American music, movies and television 

in Jordan (39%), Egypt (36%) and Turkey 

(30%).  And in Tunisia, opinions are  

fairly divided: 42% like U.S. pop culture, while 

49% do not.  Moreover, it is largely popular in 

Lebanon, where 65% like it, including 81% of 

Christians, 60% of Sunnis, and 48% of Shia. 

 

Attitudes toward American popular culture 

vary dramatically by age around the world.  In 

19 of 20 countries, there is a double-digit 

difference on this question between those 

under age 30 and those 50 and older.  

 

For instance, in Germany a remarkable 94% of 

18-29 year-olds like U.S. music, movies, and 

television, compared with 47% of people age 

50 and older.  Age gaps nearly as large are also 

found in Russia and France. 

 

Moreover, in several countries where overall 

ratings for the U.S. are poor or at best mixed, 

most young people embrace American cultural 

exports.  For example, majorities of 18-29 

year-olds in Greece (79%), Tunisia (63%) and 

China (56%) like this aspect of America’s 

image. 

 

Young Embrace U.S. Pop Culture 

 
% Like American music, movies and 

television 

 18-29 30-49 50+ 
Oldest-

youngest gap 
 % % %  
Germany 94 83 47 -47 
France 93 85 53 -40 
Britain 88 80 53 -35 
Czech Rep. 81 75 47 -34 
Greece 79 69 48 -31 
Poland 79 76 52 -27 
Italy 88 80 65 -23 
Spain 85 84 72 -13 
Russia 69 56 26 -43 
Tunisia 63 36 24 -39 
Lebanon 82 66 48 -34 
Turkey 44 30 17 -27 
Jordan 48 39 23 -25 
Egypt 42 35 30 -12 
Pakistan 10 7 5 -5 
China 56 43 30 -26 
Japan 83 81 58 -25 
India 24 17 13 -11 
Brazil 78 72 55 -23 
Mexico 79 70 57 -22 
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… As Do the College Educated 

 
% Like American music, movies and 

television 
 No college College degree Gap 

 % %  
China 42 74 +32 
Lebanon 61 81 +20 
Poland 65 80 +15 
Tunisia 41 56 +15 
Japan 65 79 +14 
France 69 82 +13 
India 18 31 +13 
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The exception to the global pattern is Pakistan – a country where the U.S. consistently receives 

low ratings among young and old alike.  Just 10% of Pakistanis under age 30 express a positive 

view of American pop culture.   

 

In addition to an age gap, in several countries there is a significant education gap, with college 

educated respondents offering a more positive assessment of American music, movies and 

television.  The gap is especially large in China, where 74% of those with a college education 

like U.S. pop culture, compared with 42% of those with less education. 

 

When Americans are asked whether they like foreign music, movies and television, 53% say 

they do, while 39% respond that they do not.  Americans have warmed a bit toward foreign 

popular culture over the last five years – in 2007, they were almost evenly split, with 45% 

saying they like it and 44% saying they dislike it.  There is a strong partisan divide on this 

question – most Democrats (59%) and 

independents (56%) like music, movies and 

television from other countries, but only 41% 

of Republicans agree. 

 

 

American Style Business Popular in 
Arab World, Not Europe 
 

The American approach to business is admired 

in Arab nations where some other aspects of 

America’s image are seen in a negative light.  

Indeed, the four Arab countries surveyed are 

the only countries in which half or more say 

they like American ways of doing business – 

63% hold this view in Lebanon, 59% in both 

Jordan and Tunisia, and 52% in Egypt.  

 

In the two non-Arab majority Muslim nations, 

U.S. style business is less well-regarded.  Only 

28% of Pakistanis and 14% of Turks say they 

like American ways of conducting business.  

Still, views in both countries have become 

more positive since 2007. 

 

American Ways of Doing Business 
Better Liked 

 
% Like American ways of doing 

business 

 2002 2007 2012 
07-12 

Change 
 % % %  
Spain -- 25 42 +17 
Britain 37 24 41 +17 
Poland 45 29 44 +15 
France 23 25 38 +13 
Italy 39 32 44 +12 
Czech Rep. 44 45 47 +2 
Germany 32 27 26 -1 
Greece -- -- 29 -- 
Russia 41 32 33 +1 
Pakistan 14 16 28 +12 
Jordan 44 51 59 +8 
Turkey 27 6 14 +8 
Egypt -- 48 52 +4 
Lebanon 65 63 63 0 
Tunisia -- -- 59 -- 
Japan 40 40 41 +1 
China 36 49 43 -6 
India -- -- 33 -- 
Mexico 44 38 43 +5 
Brazil -- -- 45 -- 
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American business gets some of its poorest marks in Europe, although ratings are up by 

double-digits in five of the EU nations surveyed.  Views of U.S. business are particularly 

negative among German (only 26% like), Greek (29%) and French (38%) respondents.  At 

47%, the Czech Republic offers the most positive opinions about American business in the EU.  

However, young people express a more positive attitude in several EU nations, including 

Britain, Italy, the Czech Republic, Poland and France.   

 

In Japan, attitudes toward the U.S. approach to business are on balance negative.  But a 43%-

plurality of Chinese approve of the American approach, including 66% of those with a college 

education. 

 

Views are divided on this question in both Latin American nations included in the survey, 

Brazil (45% like, 45% dislike) and Mexico (43% like, 47% dislike). 

 

Americans generally like the idea of promoting 

U.S. business practices to the rest of the world 

– 62% believe this is a good idea, up from 55% 

in 2007.  Large majorities of Republicans 

(71%) and Democrats (66%), as well as most 

independents (55%), agree. 

 

 

Science and Technology 
 

America’s scientific and technological prowess 

is respected around the globe.  Majorities or 

pluralities in 18 of 20 countries say they 

admire the U.S. for its scientific and 

technological advances.  In 12 nations, 70% or 

more hold this view.  

 

Overall, there has been relatively little change 

on this question over the last five years, since 

American scientific and technological 

achievements were also well-regarded in 2007. 

 

Majorities in all of the EU countries polled 

admire the U.S. for these achievements, 

U.S. Technological and Scientific 
Advances Widely Admired 

 
% Admire U.S. for its technological 

and scientific advances 

 2002 2007 2012 
07-12 

Change 
 % % %  
Spain -- 61 76 +15 
Italy 79 74 81 +7 
France 65 71 76 +5 
Britain 77 74 77 +3 
Poland 80 71 70 -1 
Czech Rep. 56 56 55 -1 
Germany 64 65 60 -5 
Greece -- -- 73 -- 
Russia 41 32 33 +1 
Pakistan 42 36 47 +11 
Turkey 67 37 42 +5 
Lebanon 84 74 77 +3 
Egypt -- 69 72 +3 
Jordan 59 68 65 -3 
Tunisia -- -- 82 -- 
Japan 89 81 87 +6 
China 87 80 73 -7 
India -- -- 49 -- 
Mexico 69 62 65 +3 
Brazil -- -- 80 -- 
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although significant minorities disagree in the Czech Republic (41%) and Germany (38%). 

 

This aspect of America’s image is very popular in the four Arab nations surveyed: Tunisia (82% 

admire), Lebanon (77%), Egypt (72%) and Jordan (65%). Ratings are also generally positive in 

the Asian and Latin American nations included. 

 

The two outliers on this question are Russia and Turkey.  Russians have consistently voiced 

lukewarm attitudes about U.S. science and technology since the Pew Global Attitudes Project 

first asked this question in 2002.  Turks, on the other hand, were once admirers of the U.S. in 

this regard.  In 2002, 67% said they admired American scientific and technological advances, 

but by 2007 this had plunged to 37%.  Today, it stands at 42%. 

 

Americans overwhelmingly express pride in their country’s science and technology – 86% say 

they are proud of U.S. achievements in this area. 

 

 

Spreading American Customs and 
Ideas 
 

Even in many countries where various 

elements of America’s image are popular, there 

are concerns about the reach of U.S. influence.  

Japan is the only country in which a majority 

(58%) says it is a good thing that American 

customs and ideas are spreading to their 

country.   

 

European attitudes toward the spread of 

American culture have grown somewhat more 

positive over the last five years, but there is still 

considerable opposition to Americanization.  

At 40%, Italians register the highest level of 

support for American ideas and customs 

among the EU nations surveyed. 

 

Few embrace the spread of American culture in 

the predominantly Muslim nations surveyed, 

although many Lebanese (41%) do want 

Spread of American Culture Still 
Generates Concerns 

 
% It’s good that American ideas 
and customs are spreading here 

 2002 2007 2012 
07-12 

Change 
 % % %  
Italy 29 25 40 +15 
Poland 31 23 36 +13 
Britain 39 21 32 +11 
France 25 18 29 +11 
Spain -- 16 25 +9 
Germany 28 17 23 +6 
Czech Rep. 34 20 25 +5 
Greece -- -- 26 -- 
Russia 16 14 19 +5 
Turkey 11 4 10 +6 
Lebanon 26 38 41 +3 
Pakistan 2 4 5 +1 
Egypt -- 13 11 -2 
Jordan 13 12 10 -2 
Tunisia -- -- 25 -- 
Japan 49 42 58 +16 
China -- 38 43 +5 
India -- -- 26 -- 
Mexico 22 23 38 +15 
Brazil -- -- 49 -- 
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American ideas and customs.  Views differ considerably, however, among the country’s 

religious communities – 72% of Lebanese Christians say the spread of these ideas is a good 

thing; only 23% of Sunni and 13% of Shia Muslims agree. 

 

A 43%-plurality in China endorse the spread of U.S. ideas and customs.  Six-in-ten Chinese 

with a college education believe it is a good thing that these ideas are coming to China. 

 

Attitudes toward American cultural influence 

are also relatively positive in Brazil, where 49% 

express a positive view and 47% a negative one.  

Mexicans, however, tend to have a negative 

opinion about ideas and customs from their 

neighbor to the north.   

 

In most countries, young people are more 

likely than their older counterparts to say it is 

good that American ideas and customs are 

spreading.  There is a gap of at least 20 

percentage points between 18-29 year-olds and 

those 50 and older in Germany, Poland and 

Lebanon, and gaps of at least 10 points in nine 

other countries. 

 

Americans like to see their own culture 

disseminated across the globe – three-in-four 

say it is good that American ideas and customs 

are spreading to other countries.

Young People More Open to 
American Ideas and Customs 

 
% Say it’s good that American ideas 

and customs are spreading here 

 18-29 30-49 50+ 
Oldest-

youngest gap 
 % % %  
Germany 41 24 16 -25 
Poland 49 40 27 -22 
Lebanon 52 37 32 -20 
France 42 31 23 -19 
Russia 31 20 12 -19 
Britain 42 37 24 -18 
China 50 44 34 -16 
Brazil 58 47 43 -15 
Japan 67 61 53 -14 
Tunisia 35 20 21 -14 
Spain 35 25 21 -14 
Italy 48 44 35 -13 
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3. Global Opinion of Barack Obama 
 

Confidence in President Barack Obama 

remains high in Europe, Japan, Brazil and the 

U.S.  Attitudes continue to be much more 

negative in predominantly Muslim countries, 

as well as Russia, China and Mexico.  

 

While many still hold Obama in high regard, 

general confidence in his foreign policy 

leadership has slipped by six percentage points 

or more in most countries since 2009.   

 

Moreover, on a number of specific policy 

issues, Obama has failed to live up to 

expectations.  In 2009, many around the world 

anticipated that Obama would consider their 

country’s interests when making policy, seek 

international approval before using military 

force, act fairly when dealing with the Israelis 

and Palestinians, and take significant steps on 

climate change.  Today, considerably fewer 

think he has actually done these things.   

 

Obama gets somewhat better marks for his 

handling of the global economic crisis, 

especially in financially troubled Europe 

(although the Greeks are an exception).  And although reviews for Obama are generally less 

positive than when he first took office, at least a plurality in most countries would like to see 

him re-elected. 

 

 

Overall Confidence in Obama 
 

In 11 of the 21 countries surveyed, people, on balance, continue to have confidence in Obama to 

do the right thing in world affairs.  In eight countries, a majority or plurality expresses a lack of 

confidence, and in two, opinions are essentially divided.  Confidence in Obama in almost all 

countries is, however, markedly greater than it was for President Bush in 2008. 

Many Publics Express Confidence 
in Obama  
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Solid majorities in most European Union 

countries continue to express a positive view of 

Obama, including seven-in-ten or more in 

Germany, France, Britain, the Czech Republic 

and Italy.  His ratings are somewhat lower in 

Spain and Poland, where confidence has 

slipped by double-digits since 2009.   

 

In Greece, views of him are much more dismal 

than in other EU countries – just three-in-ten 

express confidence, while 68% lack confidence.  

 

Respondents in predominantly Muslim 

countries continue to have a low opinion of 

Obama, and the American leader’s ratings have 

slipped significantly since 2009 in the five 

Muslim nations where trends are available, 

including a 13 percentage point drop in Egypt.   

 

Confidence in Obama is somewhat higher in 

Lebanon.  There are, however, large divisions 

among the country’s three major religious 

groups.  While 51% of Lebanese Christians  and 

50% of Sunni Muslims express confidence, just 

12% of Shia Muslims agree. 

 

Large majorities in Japan and Brazil have confidence in Obama’s foreign affairs leadership, as 

do most Americans. 

  

Attitudes toward the U.S. president are almost evenly divided in China and Mexico.  In both 

nations, Obama’s ratings have declined significantly since his first year in office, falling 24 

points in China and 13 in Mexico. 

 

Russians generally lack confidence in the American president, with just 36% saying Obama has 

their trust and 44% saying he does not.  In India, 41% say they have confidence in Obama, 

though many do not offer an opinion.   

 

Confidence in Obama’s Leadership 
Down Slightly Since 2009 

 % A lot/Some confidence 

 
Bush:
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 

09-12 
Change 

 % % % % %  
U.S. 37 74 65 61 61 -13 
Poland 41 62 60 52 50 -12 
Spain 8 72 69 67 61 -11 
Germany 14 93 90 88 87 -6 
Britain 16 86 84 75 80 -6 
France 13 91 87 84 86 -5 
Czech Rep. -- -- -- -- 77 -- 
Italy -- -- -- -- 73 -- 
Greece -- -- -- -- 30 -- 
Russia 22 37 41 41 36 -1 
Egypt 11 42 33 35 29 -13 
Turkey 2 33 23 12 24 -9 
Jordan 7 31 26 28 22 -9 
Lebanon 33 46 43 43 39 -7 
Pakistan 7 13 8 8 7 -6 
Tunisia -- -- -- -- 28 -- 
China 30 62 52 44 38 -24 
Japan 25 85 76 81 74 -11 
India -- -- -- 48 41 -- 
Mexico 16 55 43 38 42 -13 
Brazil -- -- 56 63 68 -- 
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Despite decreasing confidence in Obama, he is still more highly rated than President Bush was 

during his last year in office.  Obama’s reviews continue to be especially high relative to Bush’s 

in Europe and the U.S.  The only country among those surveyed in both 2008 and 2012 where 

confidence in Obama is on par with Bush is Pakistan, where both men have received 

consistently poor ratings.  

 

 

Obama’s Handling of the Global Economy  
 

In 11 of 21 countries, ratings of Obama’s 

handling of the global economic crisis are on 

balance positive.  As with other attitudes 

toward Obama, approval is highest in Europe, 

Japan and Brazil.  Greece continues to be the 

exception in Europe – a majority (60%) rates 

Obama negatively on his approach to the 

economy.  Publics in Russia, China and 

predominantly Muslim countries all give the 

U.S. leader poor economic reviews.   

 

Obama’s ratings on the economy are generally 

unchanged since last year, although they have 

slipped somewhat in Japan (-12 percentage 

points) and Russia (-10). 

   

 

Unmet Expectations: Multilateralism 
 

While many around the world still have a 

positive image of Obama, he has nonetheless 

failed to meet expectations on specific policies.  

For instance, in 2009, many publics 

anticipated that the U.S. leader would consider 

their country’s interests when making foreign 

policy decisions and would seek international  

approval before using military force.  Today,  

relatively few believe Obama has done either.   

 

Obama’s Handling of Global 
Economic Problems  
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Roughly two-thirds of Americans (66%) think Obama has considered other countries’ interests 

when making policy decisions over the past three years, but few around the world agree. 

 

Obama’s best reviews in this 

regard are in Brazil, where 

49% say Obama has 

considered Brazil’s interests.  

Publics in Germany and 

India are divided.   

 

In all other countries, 

opinion is on balance 

negative.  And in 14 nations, 

about one-in-three or fewer 

believe Obama has taken 

their countries’ interests into 

account. 

 

These findings contrast 

sharply with 2009, when 

there were high expectations 

in many countries that 

Obama would act 

multilaterally.  For example, 

three years ago, 47% in Spain 

said Obama would consider 

their nation’s interests; 

today, only 17% believe he 

has actually done so. 

 

There is similar 

disappointment with the way 

Obama has used military 

force.  Half or more in only 

three countries – France, the U.S. and Germany – say Obama has sought international 

approval before using military force.  Respondents in Europe are somewhat more likely than 

other publics to say he has done so, though there are significant gaps between what they 

anticipated from Obama on this issue and what they now believe.  For instance, 44% in Spain 

Expectations Unmet on Multilateralism 

 Consider your 
country’s interests 

Cultivate international 
approval for military force 

 2009: 
Will 

2012: 
Has 

09-12 
Diff 

2009: 
Will 

2012: 
Has 

09-12 
Diff 

 % %  % %  
U.S.  85* 66* -19 72 54 -18 
Britain  60 41 -19 52 35 -17 
France  60 46 -14 55 57 +2 
Germany  69 45 -24 75 50 -25 
Spain  47 17 -30 71 44 -27 
Italy -- 32 -- -- 37 -- 
Greece -- 16 -- -- 18 -- 
Poland  47 27 -20 60 42 -18 
Czech Rep. -- 32 -- -- 40 -- 
Russia  43 18 -25 29 14 -15 
Turkey  22 13 -9 23 13 -10 
Egypt  31 17 -14 37 13 -24 
Jordan  20 16 -4 30 16 -14 
Lebanon  24 26 +2 41 37 -4 
Tunisia -- 16 -- -- 16 -- 
Pakistan  17 5 -12 17 6 -11 
China  -- -- -- 29 13 -16 
India -- 19 -- -- 13 -- 
Japan 43 29 -14 52 29 -23 
Brazil -- 49 -- -- 42 -- 
Mexico  47 30 -17 45 26 -19 
MEDIAN 46 26 -20 45 29 -16 

The wording for the question stem has changed.  The wording for the list items is 
identical except for change in verb tense. 

Median for 2012 based on only those countries also surveyed in 2009: U.S., Britain, 
France, Germany, Spain, Poland, Russia, Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, China, 
Japan, Pakistan, and Mexico. 

For Q94b, data for China not shown due to administrative error. 

* U.S. respondents were asked whether Obama has/will take into account the 
interests of other countries when making international policy decisions. 
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think Obama has tried to get international approval before using force, but in 2009, 71% said 

they expected the new American president to act in this way.   

 

Clear signs of disappointment are present in other countries as well.  In 2009, nearly four-in-

ten (37%) Egyptians believed Obama would seek international consent before turning to 

military force; just 13% now think he has done so.  Three years ago, 52% of Japanese expected 

Obama to get international approval; only 29% say he has. 

 

 

Unmet Expectations: 
Middle East Peace and 
Climate Change 
 

Obama has also failed to 

meet expectations on two 

other key international 

issues: dealing fairly with the 

Israelis and Palestinians and 

making significant progress 

on climate change.   

 

Three years ago, majorities 

across Europe and Japan, as 

well as four-in-ten or more in 

China and Mexico, believed 

Obama would be fair in his 

handling of the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict.  But 

today, just five of 21 

countries have pluralities or 

more who believe Obama has 

been even-handed on this 

issue.   

 

The gap between 

expectations and current 

evaluations is greater than 

20 percentage points 

Broad Disappointment on Middle East and 
Climate Change 

 Be fair with Israelis & 
Palestinians 

Take steps on climate 
change 

 2009: 
Will 

2012: 
Has 

09-12 
Diff 

2009: 
Will 

2012: 
Has 

09-12 
Diff 

 % %  % %  
U.S.  77 60 -17 69 35 -34 
Britain  79 47 -32 67 21 -46 
France  84 57 -27 81 27 -54 
Germany  84 61 -23 76 23 -53 
Spain  56 28 -28 65 21 -44 
Italy -- 36 -- -- 35 -- 
Greece -- 11 -- -- 26 -- 
Poland  55 32 -23 56 32 -24 
Czech Rep. -- 39 -- -- 39 -- 
Russia  26 12 -14 34 19 -15 
Turkey  19 9 -10 26 12 -14 
Egypt  24 11 -13 40 22 -18 
Jordan  16 11 -5 41 27 -14 
Lebanon  23 18 -5 59 60 +1 
Tunisia -- 3 -- -- 26 -- 
Pakistan  17 5 -12 26 8 -18 
China  46 10 -36 49 21 -28 
India -- 14 -- -- 15 -- 
Japan 58 17 -41 59 22 -37 
Brazil -- 45 -- -- 47 -- 
Mexico  40 21 -19 47 30 -17 
MEDIAN 46 18 -28 56 22 -34 

The wording for the question stem has changed.  The wording for the list items is 
identical except for change in verb tense. 

Median for 2012 based on only those countries also surveyed in 2009: U.S., Britain, 
France, Germany, Spain, Poland, Russia, Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, China, 
Japan, Pakistan, and Mexico. 
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throughout Europe.  Fully 79% of the British surveyed in 2009 said Obama would deal fairly 

with this issue, but just 47% now say he has.   

 

Gaps are smaller in the predominantly Muslim nations surveyed, but that is because 

expectations were already low when Obama began his term.  Today, less than 20% in all six 

predominantly Muslim nations surveyed think Obama handled the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

fairly. 

 

On the issue of climate change, the gaps between expectations and evaluations of how he has 

done are especially wide.  Almost all publics surveyed say that Obama has failed to significantly 

address the issue.  Lebanon (60%) is the only country where a majority believes Obama has 

achieved this goal.  Nearly everywhere else fewer than 40% agree, with the exception of Brazil 

(47%).   

 

The sense of disappointment is strongest in 

Europe.  In 2009, 81% of the French polled 

said Obama would get the U.S. to take 

significant measures to control global climate 

change; just 27% believe he has actually done 

this.  Roughly three-in-four Germans (76%) 

believed Obama would make significant strides 

on this issue, but only 23% now say he has 

been able to do so. 

 

Americans also think Obama has not 

performed as expected on this issue.  Three 

years ago, 69% thought he would take major 

steps to deal with climate change, but 35% now 

say he has taken such steps. 

 
 
General Support for Obama’s  
Re-Election 
 

Despite widespread disappointment with 

Obama’s policies, pluralities or more in 11 of 

20 countries hope Obama wins the 2012 

election.  However, fewer people around the 

Should Obama Be Re-Elected? 
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world, especially in Europe, are now paying attention to the presidential election compared 

with 2008. 

 

Support for Obama’s re-election is especially high in Europe, Japan and Brazil – all areas 

where his image remains generally positive.  About nine-in-ten in France and Germany think 

the U.S. leader deserves a second term.  About seven-in-ten in Britain, Spain, Italy and the 

Czech Republic agree.   

 

Even in Greece and Poland, two EU countries with lower levels 

of approval for Obama’s policies, pluralities support his re-

election.  Broad majorities in Brazil and Japan do the same. 

 

Opinion is generally against Obama in most of the 

predominantly Muslim countries surveyed, with about half or 

more in Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon and Pakistan saying Obama 

should not be elected again.  However, Tunisians are divided, 

and a 39%-plurality of Turks would like to see a second term.   

 

In many nations, a large number of respondents do not offer an 

opinion about whether Obama should be re-elected, which may 

reflect diminished international interest thus far in the U.S. 

presidential contest.  Overall, attention to the 2012 election is 

down in most countries relative to the 2008 contest.  Attention 

has decreased the most in Germany (down 20 percentage 

points), Japan (-20), Jordan (-17), Britain (-16), France (-16) 

and Egypt (-16).  China is the only place where more 

respondents are now watching the U.S. election than four years 

ago (+19). 

 

In many countries, respondents with a college education are 

more likely to be tracking the presidential contest.  For 

example, 53% of those with a college degree or higher in Jordan 

say they are paying close attention to the election, compared 

with just 29% of those without a college degree.  The education 

difference in attention is also large in India (+24), Germany (+19),  

the U.S. (+19) and Tunisia (+18).   

  

Few Paying Close 
Attention to 2012 
American Election 

 
% Very/somewhat 

closely 
 2008 2012 Change 
 % %  

U.S. 80 66 -14 
Germany 56 36 -20 
Britain 50 34 -16 
France 40 24 -16 
Spain 25 23 -2 
Italy -- 22 -- 
Poland 24 17 -7 
Czech Rep. -- 16 -- 
Greece -- 9 -- 
Russia 23 21 -2 
Lebanon 42 38 -4 
Jordan 50 33 -17 
Egypt 44 28 -16 
Turkey 25 26 +1 
Pakistan 19 20 +1 
Tunisia -- 17 -- 
Japan 83 63 -20 
China 17 36 +19 
India -- 35 -- 
Mexico 33 26 -7 
Brazil -- 17 -- 
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4. Rating Countries and Institutions 
 

China’s image has grown more negative over the last year in the U.S., Japan and parts of 

Europe.  However, China continues to receive relatively positive reviews in Russia and Brazil, 

as well as in several predominantly Muslim countries. 

 

Across the 21 nations surveyed, the median percentage with a 

positive view of China (49%) is very similar to the median 

percentage with a favorable opinion of the U.S. (52%).  But this 

hides significant regional differences in ratings for these two 

major powers.  China is generally less popular than the U.S. in 

the European, Asian and Latin American countries surveyed.  

In contrast, respondents in predominantly Muslim nations and 

Russia give China higher marks than the U.S. 

 

Another major power, Russia, is mostly unpopular all over the 

world, and the percentage of people with a favorable view of 

Russia has declined by at least 10 points over the last year in 

the U.S. and several European Union countries.  Across 20 

nations, a median of just 34% are favorable toward Russia, and 

Greece is the only country where a majority expresses a positive 

opinion. 

 

Views toward the EU continue to be positive in most of the EU 

member nations surveyed, although ratings have slipped since 

2011 in Spain, and the Brussels-based institution is not seen 

favorably in either the Czech Republic or Greece.   

 

Overall, the Greeks stand out from their European neighbors in 

their views of countries and institutions.  Unlike other EU 

countries, Greeks take a dim view of the UN, EU, NATO, and 

the U.S., but are favorable toward both China (56%) and Russia (61%).  (For more 

comparisons between Greece and other EU publics, see “European Unity on the Rocks” 

released May 29, 2012). 

 

 
  

U.S. vs. China 
Favorability 

 % Favorable 

 U.S. China 

U.S.-
China 
diff 

 % %  

Italy 74 30 +44 
France 69 40 +29 
Germany 52 29 +23 
Czech Rep. 54 33 +21 
Poland 69 50 +19 
Britain 60 49 +11 
Spain 58 49 +9 
Greece 35 56 -21 
Russia 52 62 -10 
Turkey 15 22 -7 
Lebanon 48 59 -11 
Tunisia 45 69 -24 
Egypt 19 52 -33 
Jordan 12 47 -35 
Pakistan 12 85 -73 
Japan 72 15 +57 
India  41 23 +18 
Mexico 56 40 +16 
Brazil 61 50 +11 
MEDIAN 52 49 -3 
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China’s Ratings Down in U.S., Western Europe, Japan 
 

In nine of 20 countries, 

majorities or pluralities give 

China positive ratings.  

Opinions are largely negative 

in six nations, while views 

are essentially divided in five 

countries. 

 

The biggest drop in ratings 

for China over the last year 

occurred in Japan, where the 

percentage of respondents 

with a positive view 

plummeted from 34% to 

15%.  China’s image has also 

declined in the U.S. – just 

40% of Americans now 

express a positive opinion of 

China, compared with 51% in 

2011.  

 

Greece is the only EU 

country in which a clear 

majority rates China favorably.  Reviews are particularly low in the Czech Republic, Italy and 

Germany.  China’s popularity has dropped over the past year in Britain, France and Spain, 

after having increased between 2010 and 2011.  

 

China receives positive ratings in most of the predominantly Muslim nations surveyed.  

Pakistanis (85%) are especially warm toward their neighbor while more than half in Tunisia, 

Lebanon and Egypt feel the same.  Jordanians are almost evenly divided.  The only majority 

Muslim country that gives China largely negative reviews is Turkey, where 59% express an 

unfavorable view. 

 

China is well-liked by roughly six-in-ten Russians.  Half of Brazilians also express a favorable 

opinion.  Indian views are on balance negative, although fully 45% do not offer an opinion. 

Views of China  

 % Favorable 
 2002 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
 % % % % % % % % % 
U.S. -- 43 52 42 39 50 49 51 40 
Britain -- 65 65 49 47 52 46 59 49 
France -- 58 60 47 28 41 41 51 40 
Germany -- 46 56 34 26 29 30 34 29 
Spain -- 57 45 39 31 40 47 55 49 
Italy -- -- -- 27 -- -- -- -- 30 
Greece -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 56 
Poland -- 37 -- 39 33 43 46 51 50 
Czech Rep. -- -- -- 35 -- -- -- -- 33 
Russia 71 60 63 60 60 58 60 63 62 
Turkey -- 40 33 25 24 16 20 18 22 
Egypt -- -- 63 65 59 52 52 57 52 
Jordan -- 43 49 46 44 50 53 44 47 
Lebanon -- 66 -- 46 50 53 56 59 59 
Tunisia -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 69 
Pakistan -- 79 69 79 76 84 85 82 85 
India -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 25 23 
Japan 55 -- 27 29 14 26 26 34 15 
Brazil -- -- -- -- -- -- 52 49 50 
Mexico -- -- -- 43 38 39 39 39 40 
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Mostly Negative Views of Russia 
 

Russia is mostly unpopular across the nations surveyed.  Only 

one country, Greece, has a majority that expresses a favorable 

view of Russia.  Outside of Greece, there is no EU country 

included in the survey in which even four-in-ten express a 

positive view of Russia, and ratings have declined by double-

digits over the last year in France, Germany, Britain and Spain. 

 

The Lebanese and Tunisians are evenly split, but in other 

predominantly Muslim nations, ratings for Russia are 

decidedly lower. 

 

Opinion about Russia is positive on balance in China, where 

48% have a favorable and 38% an unfavorable opinion.  In 

India, 30% express a positive view, but roughly half do not have 

an opinion. 

 

Only 37% of Americans have a favorable view of Russia, down 

from 49% in 2011.  Meanwhile, ratings are especially low in 

Mexico and Japan.   

 

However, in many countries, younger respondents tend to be 

more favorable toward Russia.  The age gap between 18-29 

year-olds and those age 50 or older is particularly large in 

Japan (+30 percentage points), the U.S. (+17) and Western 

Europe, including Spain (+19), France (+18), Britain (+14) and Germany (+14).  

 

 

UN Gets Mostly Favorable Marks 
 

The UN is generally well-regarded, receiving high marks from majorities or pluralities in 13 of 

21 countries.  Europeans are especially favorable.  About six-in-ten or more give the 

multilateral organization positive ratings across the countries surveyed in Europe.  The Greeks 

are the exception, with a majority (58%) unfavorable. 

 

 

Russia’s Ratings 
Down in Europe and 
U.S. 

 % Favorable 
 2011 2012 Change 
 % %  

U.S. 49 37 -12 
France 53 36 -17 
Germany 47 33 -14 
Britain 50 38 -12 
Spain 46 36 -10 
Poland 35 34 -1 
Italy -- 23 -- 
Czech Rep. -- 37 -- 
Greece -- 61 -- 
Jordan 31 26 -5 
Lebanon 53 48 -5 
Egypt 35 31 -4 
Turkey 18 16 -2 
Pakistan 15 20 +5 
Tunisia -- 40 -- 
Japan 28 22 -6 
India 31 30 -1 
China 47 48 +1 
Brazil 33 27 -6 
Mexico 23 25 +2 
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FavorableUnfavorable

Russians are, on balance, favorable toward the 

UN.  Outside of Europe, the UN is well-liked by 

pluralities or more of Americans, Japanese, 

Brazilians and Mexicans.  In the U.S., a large 

partisan gap emerges on this institution, with 

Democrats (70%) significantly more likely to 

be favorable than either independents (53%) or 

Republicans (48%). 

 

The Chinese public is equally divided on the 

UN.  In India, 24% express a positive view, 

while 58% have no opinion. 

 

Attitudes toward the UN vary across 

predominantly Muslim countries.  Egyptians 

and Tunisians are evenly divided.  The 

Pakistanis are unfavorable, on balance, but 

about half have no opinion.  Meanwhile, the 

UN receives its lowest rating in Turkey, where 

just 17% rate the organization positively, while 

61% give it a negative assessment.     

 

Lebanon is the only majority Muslim nation 

where most rate the UN favorably; however, 

opinion diverges considerably among the three major religious groups in the country.  Sunni 

Muslims (78%) and Christians (66%) are much more positive than Shia Muslims (36%).   

 

 

EU Still Gets Mostly Favorable Marks in Europe 
 

Attitudes toward the EU continue to be mostly positive in the EU member nations.  Majorities 

in Poland, Germany, France and Italy regard the institution favorably.  Most Spanish agree, 

although ratings for the EU have dropped steeply over the last year.  The British are mixed in 

their attitudes, while fewer than four-in-ten Greeks or Czechs offer a positive rating.  

 

 

 

UN Favorability 
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Other countries that share a positive view of the EU are Japan, 

Russia, Tunisia and Lebanon.  Half of Americans are favorable, 

though a substantial number (29%) have no opinion. 

 

Elsewhere, the EU is not as warmly reviewed.  Less than four-

in-ten Mexicans express positive opinions, though many (35%) 

do not express an opinion about the organization at all.  

Brazilian opinion is closely divided.  

 

Relatively few in China (33%) hold a positive opinion of the EU.  

The same is true in Egypt, Jordan and Pakistan.  The EU 

continues to be very unpopular in Turkey – just 21% of Turks 

have a favorable opinion of the organization, down from 58% in 

2004, before negotiations over Turkey’s application for EU 

membership became mired in delays.    

 

 
NATO Ratings Mostly Favorable – But Not in 
Greece, Turkey 
 

Majorities or pluralities in most of the NATO member 

countries surveyed give the organization positive reviews.  

Broad majorities in Poland, France, Germany, Britain and Italy 

are favorable toward the military alliance.  And 

about half in the Czech Republic and the U.S. 

say the same.  

 

Greece and Turkey are the only member states 

surveyed that do not have a positive opinion of 

NATO.  Russia, a non-member state, also views 

the alliance negatively, with about half 

unfavorable.  

 

Since last year, ratings of NATO have changed 

very little, with the exception of Spain (-17 

percentage points) and Russia (-15), where 

favorability has dropped considerably. 

Views of EU 

 % Favorable 
 2011 2012 Change 
 % %  

U.S. 55 50 -5 
Spain 72 60 -12 
Britain 51 45 -6 
Poland 74 69 -5 
France 63 60 -3 
Germany 66 68 +2 
Czech Rep. -- 34 -- 
Greece -- 37 -- 
Italy -- 59 -- 
Russia 64 59 -5 
Turkey 23 21 -2 
Lebanon 55 54 -1 
Jordan 23 25 +2 
Egypt 35 39 +4 
Pakistan 9 13 +4 
Tunisia -- 58 -- 
Japan 71 65 -6 
India 23 21 -2 
China 32 33 +1 
Brazil 47 44 -3 
Mexico 33 37 +4 
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5. Rating World Leaders 
 

Publics in most nations surveyed continue to express more confidence in President Barack 

Obama than in other key international leaders.  Indeed, Obama is more popular in Europe 

than German Chancellor Angela Merkel, even as the German leader receives mostly positive 

ratings in France and Britain, as well as in her home country.  Reviews of Merkel are much 

more mixed, however, in economically struggling Southern Europe – in particular, Greeks 

overwhelmingly say they lack confidence in her leadership.   

 

Confidence in World Leaders 

                Obama               Merkel   Ban   Putin 
    

Percentage expressing at least some confidence in _________ regarding world affairs. 
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, who was recently elected to his third term, is considerably 

less popular than Obama and Merkel.  Majorities in most countries lack confidence in the 

Russian leader, and his ratings have slipped significantly over the last few years in Western 

Europe. 

 

Meanwhile, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is largely unknown in many nations, although 

he does receive somewhat better ratings in the Middle East than the other leaders included on 

the survey. 

 

 

Views of Merkel Still Mostly Positive in EU 
 
Majorities or pluralities in eight of 21 countries express at least 

some confidence in German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s ability 

to do the right thing regarding world affairs, while in eight 

countries majorities or pluralities have little or no confidence in 

her.   

 

Confidence in Merkel is highest in her home country, where 

77% express at least some confidence, up eight points since 

2011.  

 

Support for Merkel remains high in France, where seven-in-ten 

voice confidence in the German leader.  However, this 

represents a ten percentage point drop since 2011.  The 

chancellor is also relatively popular in the Czech Republic, 

where roughly two-thirds express at least some confidence in 

her ability to handle international affairs.   

 

In Britain, around six-in-ten have a positive opinion of Merkel, 

but this is down six points from 2011.  Merkel’s ratings have 

fallen most sharply in Spain, where 53% express confidence in 

the chancellor, down 16 points since last year.   

 

Opinions of Merkel are more divided in Italy, where 49% have 

confidence in her and 45% do not.  Meanwhile, she is incredibly 

unpopular in Greece, where around nine-in-ten (93%) have a 

negative opinion of her.   

Confidence in German 
Chancellor Merkel 

 
A lot/ 
Some 

Not 
much/
None DK 

 % % % 
U.S. 45 24 31 
Germany 77 23 0 
France 70 30 0 
Czech Rep. 66 26 8 
Britain 58 31 11 
Spain 53 47 1 
Poland 52 38 10 
Italy 49 45 6 
Greece 7 93 1 
Russia 48 23 29 
Lebanon 30 65 4 
Jordan 26 67 7 
Tunisia 22 45 34 
Egypt 16 71 13 
Turkey 12 72 16 
Pakistan 3 30 68 
Japan 55 24 21 
China 27 44 28 
India 11 16 74 
Brazil 29 45 26 
Mexico 20 37 43 
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Outside of Europe, Merkel maintains her strongest support in Japan, where a 55%-majority 

backs the chancellor.  Roughly half (48%) of Russians express confidence in her. 

 

Negative views of Chancellor Merkel are prevalent in the 

Middle East, with solid majorities in Turkey, Egypt, Jordan, 

and Lebanon lacking confidence in the German leader.   

 

More than four-in-ten Chinese (44%) lack confidence in 

Merkel, while just 27% rate her positively.  Majorities in India 

and Pakistan have no opinion of her.  She is also not well-

known in Mexico, where 43% have no opinion.   

 

 

Confidence in Putin Low 
 

Majorities or pluralities in 16 of 21 nations have not too much 

or no confidence in Russian President Vladimir Putin to do the 

right thing in world affairs.  Only in Russia does a 69%-

majority voice support for the newly re-elected president, 

although this is down from 75% in 2011 and 84% in 2007.  

China is the only other country where Putin is on balance 

popular – half of the Chinese surveyed express a lot or some 

confidence in the Russian leader. 

 

Less than a quarter in Germany, Britain, Italy and France have 

confidence in Putin.  His ratings in these countries have 

declined since 2007, when he was wrapping up his second term 

as president, including double-digit decreases in Britain (-16 

percentage points) and Germany (-10).  In the U.S., 54% lack 

confidence in the Russian president. 

 

Putin is unpopular in predominantly Muslim nations, with 

solid majorities of Egyptians (75%), Jordanians (72%), Turks 

(70%), and Lebanese (63%), as well as about half of Tunisians 

(51%), saying they do not have confidence in him.   

 

Confidence in Russian 
President Putin 

 
A lot/ 
Some 

Not 
much/
None DK 

 % % % 
U.S. 28 54 18 
Greece 39 58 3 
Czech Rep. 24 72 4 
Germany 22 77 2 
Britain 21 70 9 
Poland 19 74 8 
Italy 17 73 10 
France 12 88 0 
Spain 10 87 4 
Russia 69 24 7 
Lebanon 33 63 4 
Jordan 17 72 12 
Tunisia 17 51 32 
Egypt 15 75 10 
Turkey 14 70 15 
Pakistan 3 35 62 
China 50 29 21 
Japan 27 68 6 
India 20 14 66 
Brazil 19 56 25 
Mexico 16 45 39 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Q40c. 

Where Putin Slipped 

 
% A lot/Some 

confidence 
 2007 2012 Change 

 % %  
Britain 37 21 -16 
Germany 32 22 -10 
Italy 26 17 -9 
France 19 12 -7 
Russia 84 69 -15 
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The Japanese continue to have a low opinion of Putin – around two-thirds in Japan (68%) 

have not too much or no confidence in the Russian president.  Most Indians do not offer an 

opinion.   

 

 
Views of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
 
Opinions of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon are mixed, 

and he is not well known in many of the nations surveyed.  

Confidence in Ban is highest in France and Germany, but he 

also receives plurality support in Japan, Britain and Poland.   

 

In Greece, roughly three-quarters have little or no confidence 

in the UN Secretary-General’s handling of international affairs.  

Around six-in-ten in Spain agree. 

 

Views of the Secretary-General are also negative in Turkey, 

Egypt, and Tunisia, while Jordanians are divided.  As is often 

the case, opinions in Lebanon are sharply divided along 

sectarian lines.  While 43% of all Lebanese have a lot or some 

confidence in Ban’s ability to handle international affairs, 

majorities of Sunnis (59%) and Christians (56%) have 

confidence in him.  On the contrary, virtually no Shia Muslims 

in Lebanon (1%) have confidence in the Secretary-General, with 

99% expressing no confidence.  Ban’s negative ratings among 

Shia Muslims may be related in part to a UN tribunal 

investigating the assassination of former Lebanese Prime 

Minister Rafik Hariri that has indicted members of the militant 

Lebanese Shia group Hezbollah – also, Ban has recently called 

for Hezbollah to disarm.   

 

Elsewhere, Ban is not well-known.  Three-quarters in India 

have no opinion of him, as do 63% in Pakistan, 47% in Russia, and 41% in Mexico.   

 

Confidence in UN 
Secretary Ban 

 
A lot/ 
Some 

Not 
much/
None DK 

 % % % 
U.S. 39 32 28 
France 63 36 1 
Germany 62 23 15 
Britain 50 35 15 
Poland 45 28 27 
Italy 39 35 26 
Czech Rep. 38 32 30 
Spain 29 59 11 
Greece 8 74 18 
Russia 27 26 47 
Lebanon 43 58 0 
Jordan 42 46 11 
Egypt 36 63 2 
Tunisia 19 52 30 
Turkey 13 66 20 
Pakistan 7 30 63 
Japan 52 27 21 
China 39 36 25 
India 11 14 75 
Brazil 25 45 30 
Mexico 21 37 41 
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Views of British Prime Minister Cameron 
 
Opinions in Europe are divided on British 

Prime Minister David Cameron.  Nearly six-in-

ten Czechs have confidence in Cameron’s 

ability to handle world affairs, as do 52% of 

Poles.  In France and Germany, confidence in 

the British PM is evenly split.  Meanwhile, 

opinions in Cameron’s home country are also 

divided, with 46% in Britain expressing a lot or 

some confidence and 53% not too much or no 

confidence in their leader’s performance in 

world affairs. 

 

In other European nations, support for 

Cameron is on balance negative, with only 35% 

in Italy and Spain voicing confidence in him.  

As with other world leaders, Greeks rate the British PM negatively – just 10% have confidence 

in Cameron, while roughly eight-in-ten do not.  Russians, for the most part, have no opinion 

(44%).   
 
 
Ratings of Chinese President Hu 
 
In his home country, an overwhelming majority expresses 

confidence in Chinese President Hu Jintao’s ability to handle 

world affairs.  This support is virtually unchanged since last 

year. 

 

However, views of Hu are negative in regional rival Japan, 

where three-quarters lack confidence in the Chinese leader.   

 

In Pakistan, those who have an opinion generally rate Hu 

positively.  Roughly four-in-ten (43%) say they have confidence 

in the Chinese leader, while 47% have no opinion.  In 

neighboring India, a large majority (73%) do not have an opinion of President Hu. 

  

Confidence in British Prime 
Minster Cameron 
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Confidence in Chinese 
President Hu 

 
A lot/ 
Some 

Not 
much/
None DK 

 % % % 
China 82 9 8 
Pakistan 43 9 47 
Japan 20 75 5 
India 11 16 73 
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Methods in Detail 
 

About the 2012 Pew Global Attitudes Survey 

 

Results for the survey are based on telephone and face-to-face interviews conducted under the 

direction of Princeton Survey Research Associates International.  Survey results are based on 

national samples except in China.  For further details on sample designs, see below. 

 

The descriptions below show the margin of sampling error based on all interviews conducted 

in that country.  For results based on the full sample in a given country, one can say with 95% 

confidence that the error attributable to sampling and other random effects is plus or minus 

the margin of error.  In addition to sampling error, one should bear in mind that question 

wording and practical difficulties in conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the 

findings of opinion polls. 

 

Country:  Brazil 

Sample design:  Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by Brazil’s five regions and  

   proportional to population size and urban/rural population  

Mode:   Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:  Portuguese 

Fieldwork dates: March 20 – April 19, 2012 

Sample size:  800 

Margin of Error: ±5.1 percentage points 

Representative: Adult population  

 

Country:                 Britain 

Sample design:      Random Digit Dial (RDD) probability sample representative of all  

   telephone households (roughly 98% of all British households) 

Mode:                 Telephone adults 18 plus 

Languages:            English 

Fieldwork dates:   March 19 – April 15, 2012 

Sample size:          1,018 

Margin of Error:    ±3.3 percentage points 

Representative:     Telephone households (including cell phone-only households)  

   (roughly 98% of all British households) 
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Country:  China 

Sample design:  Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by China’s three regional-economic 

zones (which include all provinces except Tibet, Xinjiang, Hong Kong 

and Macao) with disproportional sampling of the urban population.  

Twelve cities, 12 towns and 12 villages were sampled covering central, 

east, and west China. The cities sampled were Beijing, Shanghai, 

Qingdao, Nanjing, Haikou, Qinhuangdao, Wuhan, Shangqui, Xiangtan, 

Neijiang, Guilin, Chongqing.  The towns covered were Zhangjiagang, 

Suzhou, Jiangsu; Dashiqiao, Yingkou, Liaoning; Jimo, Qingdao, 

Shandong;  Gaoan Yichun, Jiangxi; Dali, DaliState, Yunnan; Shaowu, 

Nanping, Fujian; Xintai, Taian, Shandong; Gaobeidian, Baoding, Hebei; 

Ji’an, Tonghua, Jilin; Zaoyang, Xiangyang, Hubei; Guiping, Guigang, 

Guangxi; Yicheng, Xiangyang, Hubei.  Two or three villages near each of 

these towns were sampled.     
Mode:   Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:  Chinese (Mandarin, Hubei, Shandong, Chongqing, Hebei, Liaoning, 

   Guangxi, Shanghai, Jilin, Jiangxi, Sichuan, Henan, Yunnan, Jiangsu, 

   Hunan, and Hainan dialects)   

Fieldwork dates: March 18 – April 15, 2012 

Sample size:  3,177 

Margin of Error: ±4.3 percentage points 

Representative:     Disproportionately urban (the sample is 55% urban, China’s population 

   is 50% urban).  The sample represents roughly 64% of the adult  

   population. 

Note:   Data cited are from the Horizon Consultancy Group. 

 

Country:                Czech Republic 

Sample design:    Random Digit Dial (RDD) sample representative of all adults who  

   own a cell phone (roughly 91% of adults age 18 and older)  

Mode:                     Telephone adults 18 plus 

Languages:            Czech  

Fieldwork dates:   March 17 – April 2, 2012 

Sample size:          1,000 

Margin of Error:    ±3.4 percentage points  

Representative:     Adults who own a cell phone (roughly 91% of adults age 18 and  

   older) 
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Country:                 Egypt   

Sample design:      Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by governorates (excluding  

   Frontier governorates for security reasons – about 2% of the  

   population) proportional to population size and urban/rural  

   population  

Mode:                      Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:          Arabic 

Fieldwork dates:  March 19 – April 10, 2012 

Sample size:      1,000 

Margin of Error:    ±4.2 percentage points 

Representative:    Adult population (excluding Frontier governorates or about 2% of  

   the population) 

 

Country:                 France 

Sample design:      Random Digit Dial (RDD) sample representative of all telephone  

   households (roughly 99% of all French households) with quotas  

   for gender, age and occupation and proportional to region size and 

   urban/rural population  

Mode:                     Telephone adults 18 plus 

Languages:            French  

Fieldwork dates:   March 20 – March 31, 2012 

Sample size:          1,004 

Margin of Error:    ±3.5 percentage points 

Representative:     Telephone households (including cell phone-only households)  

   (roughly 99% of all French households) 

 

Country:                 Germany 

Sample design:      Random Last Two Digit Dial (RL(2)D) probability sample   

   representative all landline telephone households (roughly 91% of  

   all German households) stratified by administrative districts  

   proportional to population size and community size 

Mode:                    Telephone adults 18 plus 

Languages:            German 

Fieldwork dates:   March 19 – April 2, 2012 

Sample size:          1,000 

Margin of Error:    ±4.0 percentage points  

Representative:     Telephone households (excluding cell phone-only households [8%] 

   and households without telephones [1%]) 
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Country:                 Greece 

Sample design:      Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by region and proportional  

   to population size and urban/rural population excluding the  

   islands in the Aegean and Ionian Seas (roughly 6% of the   

   population)  

Mode:                    Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:           Greek 

Fieldwork dates:   March 20 – April 9, 2012 

Sample size:          1,000       

Margin of Error:    ±3.7 percentage points 

Representative:     Adult population (excluding the islands in the Aegean and Ionian  

   Seas – roughly 6% of the population) 

 

Country:  India 

Sample design:  Multi-stage cluster sample in 13 of the 15 most populous states (Kerala 

and Assam were excluded), plus the Union Territory of Delhi (86% of 

the adult population); disproportional sampling of the urban population 

(sample 50% urban/population 28% urban) 

Mode:   Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:  Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Kannad, Telugu, Gujarati, Marathi, Oriya 

Fieldwork dates: March 19 – April 19, 2012 

Sample size:  4,018  

Margin of Error: ±3.9 percentage points  

Representative: Disproportionately urban.  The data was weighted to reflect the actual 

   urban/rural distribution in India.  Sample covers roughly 86% of the 

   Indian population. 

 

Country:                 Italy 

Sample design:      Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by four regions and   

   proportional to population size and urban/rural population  

Mode:                     Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:            Italian 

Fieldwork dates:   March 19 – April 10, 2012 

Sample size:          1,074 

Margin of Error:    ±4.4 percentage points 

Representative:     Adult population 
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Country:                 Japan 

Sample design:      Random Digit Dial (RDD) probability sample representative of all  

   landline telephone households stratified by region and population  

   size  

Mode:                  Telephone adults 18 plus 

Languages:             Japanese 

Fieldwork dates:   March 20 – April 12, 2012 

Sample size:           700 

Margin of Error:    ±4.1 percentage points 

Representative:    Telephone households (excluding cell phone-only households  

   [roughly 9%] and households with no telephones [roughly 5%]) 

 

Country:  Jordan 

Sample design:  Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by region and Jordan’s 12 

   governorates and proportional to population size and urban/rural  

   population  

Mode:   Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:  Arabic 

Fieldwork dates: March 19 – April 10, 2012 

Sample size:  1,000 

Margin of Error: ±4.8 percentage points 

Representative: Adult population 

 

Country:  Lebanon 

Sample design: Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by Lebanon’s seven major  

   regions (excluding a small area in Beirut controlled by a militia  

   group and a few villages in the south Lebanon, which border Israel 

   and are inaccessible to outsiders) and proportional to population  

   size and urban/rural population  

Mode:   Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:  Arabic 

Fieldwork dates: March 19 – April 10, 2012 

Sample size:  1,000 

Margin of Error: ±4.2 percentage points 

Representative: Adult population 
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Country:  Mexico 

Sample design: Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by region and proportional to  

   population size and urban/rural population  

Mode:   Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:  Spanish 

Fieldwork dates: March 20 – April 2, 2012 

Sample size:  1,200 

Margin of Error: ±3.8 percentage points 

Representative: Adult population 

 

Country:  Pakistan 

Sample design: Multi-stage cluster sample of all four provinces stratified by  

   province and the urban/rural population. (The Federally   

   Administered Tribal Areas, Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad Jammu and  

   Kashmir were excluded for security reasons, as were areas of  

   instability in Baluchistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa [formerly the  

   North-West Frontier Province] – roughly 18% of the population.) 

Mode:   Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:  Urdu, Pashto, Punjabi, Sindhi, Hindko, Saraiki, Brahvi, Balochi 

Fieldwork dates: March 28 – April 13, 2012 

Sample size:  1,206 

Margin of Error: ±4.2 percentage points 

Representative: Sample is disproportionately urban, but data are weighted to   

      reflect the actual urban/rural distribution in Pakistan.  Sample  

   covers roughly 82% of the adult population. 

  

Country:                 Poland 

Sample design:      Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by Poland’s 16 provinces and  

   proportional to population size and urban/rural population  

Mode:                     Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:            Polish 

Fieldwork dates:   March 24 – April 16, 2012 

Sample size:          1,001 

Margin of Error:    ±3.7 percentage points 

Representative:     Adult population 
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Country:                 Russia 

Sample design       Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by Russia’s eight regions  

   (excluding a few remote areas in the northern and eastern parts of  

   the country and Chechnya) and proportional to population size  

   and urban/rural population  

Mode:                  Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:             Russian 

Fieldwork dates:   March 19 – April 4, 2012 

Sample size:           1,000 

Margin of Error:    ±3.6 percentage points 

Representative:    Adult population 

 

Country:                 Spain 

Sample design:      Random Digit Dial (RDD) probability sample representative of  

   telephone households (about 97% of Spanish households)   

   stratified by region and proportional to population size  

Mode:                     Telephone adults 18 plus 

Languages:            Spanish/Castilian 

Fieldwork dates:   March 20 – April 2, 2012 

Sample size:          1,000 

Margin of Error:    ±3.2 percentage points 

Representative:     Telephone households (including cell phone-only households)  

   (about 97% of Spanish households) 

 

Country:  Tunisia 

Sample design:  Multi-stage cluster sample stratified by governorate and proportional to 

   population size and urban/rural population  

Mode:   Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:  Tunisian Arabic 

Fieldwork dates: March 22 – April 20, 2012 

Sample size:  1,000 

Margin of Error: ±3.9 percentage points  

Representative: Adult population 
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Country:  Turkey 

Sample design: Multi-stage cluster sample in all 26 regions (based on geographical 

   location and level of development [NUTS 2]) and proportional to  

   population size and urban/rural population  

Mode:   Face-to-face adults 18 plus 

Languages:  Turkish 

Fieldwork dates: March 20 – April 11, 2012 

Sample size:  1,001 

Margin of Error: ±5.2 percentage points 

Representative: Adult population 

 

Country:                 United States                         

Sample design:      Random Digit Dial (RDD) probability sample representative of all  

   telephone households stratified by county 

Mode:                  Telephone adults 18 plus 

Languages:            English, Spanish 

Fieldwork dates:   March 20 – April 4, 2012 

Sample size:          1,011 

Margin of Error:    ±3.5 percentage points 

Representative:     Telephone households (including cell phone-only households) 
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Methodological notes: 

 

 Survey results are based on national samples except in China.  For further details on 

sample designs, see Survey Methods section.  

 

 Due to rounding, percentages may not total 100%.  The topline “total” columns show 

100%, because they are based on unrounded numbers.   

 

 Since 2007, the Global Attitudes Project has used an automated process to generate 

toplines.  As a result, numbers may differ slightly from those published prior to 2007.  

 

 Spring, 2011 survey in Pakistan was fielded before the death of Osama bin Laden (April 

10 – April 26), while the Late Spring, 2011 survey was conducted afterwards (May 8 – 

May 15).   

 

 Trends from India prior to 2011 are not shown because those results were based on 

less-representative samples of the population.  Since 2011, the samples have been more 

representative of the Indian population.  

 

 Trends from Brazil prior to 2010 are not shown because those results were based on a 

less-representative sample of the population.  Since 2010, the samples have been more 

representative of the Brazilian population. 

 

 Trends from Egypt in 2002 are not shown because those results were based on a less-

representative sample of the population.  Since 2006, the samples have been more 

representative of the Egyptian population. 

 

 Not all questions included in the Spring 2012 survey are presented in this topline.  

Omitted questions have either been previously released or will be released in future 

reports. 
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 Q8a Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: a. The United States 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

March, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

March, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

March, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

May, 2003

March, 2003

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

100123935113

10062629308

100916342714

10053637194

10062832322

100122233312

10014622517

10011523538

10067225014

1001010224315

1004431519

10043041214

10011242396

10031049353

10051044384

10031446352

10041947282

10041353283

1003726604

1003431585

1003332584

1004539466

1003826548

10022245256

10011938348

10022042316

10001542403

10011743372

10001644345

10001839384

1000520678

1000521685

1000422687

1000724627

10094124827

1001116243414

100512145218

100810244315

100711274213

1001113204511

10071329429

100101225458

100106145613

100106185114

100126224912

10097245010

10034103350

10067102749

10026123347

1003683153

1002363652

1004383748

10047103445

1006593446
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
unfavorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8a Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: a. The United States 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

March, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005

March, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

March, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

March, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

10025226128

10024831145

10014430187

10014534147

1003493585

1002523493

10013633255

10024632147

100440351210

100339311512

10014834134

10014930119

10035128127

100164113246

1005671793

10036815132

10074518246

100105413194

10012679102

100875872

1001170784

100165712122

10095915152

10013621582

100146012114

1007627538

10042543244

100823322611

100111529379

1008931439

100101928349

100111632338

100720283412

100121133386

10010726489

100108264313

100139254111

10035226011

10051040405

1009730495

100101106514

10071133419

100145185111

10096254912

1008420626

1009618607

10062176014

10010316637

1006521609

10043031305

10075185713

10082633268

100211274713

10091028476

10055176014
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8a Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: a. The United States 

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Late Spring, 2011

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

1001010154915

100315264610

100919253413

10059185415

100914214313

1007932466

100913214412

1008524557

100116225210

10097235110

10020581182

10067110103

100185010174

100184812176

100174214207

100165414114

100175211136

100165414133

100165513143

100146510101

100166211102

1009661493

10023235913

1003629558

1003333538

1002741464

1003334536

1002428597

10011135926

10025226012

10049372219

10047482516

10051340375

10010637389

10081047322

100111137365

1007838416

1005730499

100101234377

1001015333211

1001028173015

10063821279

10024823198

100040182022

100128243116

100130193318

100031144015

100033143814

100235143118

100335142919

10005718196

1000831610

1001672632

10005921129

1000553096
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unfavorable
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Somewhat 
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favorable

 Q8b Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: b. Americans 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

May, 2003

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

10074156112

10065125819

10010721566

10055195813

1001316253611

100158224016

100111833334

100101827406

100191524392

10023421475

10017520518

10097204915

100117214416

10073205812

10047235215

1006520599

10011420579

1007422615

10057265310

10011529487

1009522604

1007223617

1006123628

1005428576

10035216110

100113294513

10031330485

1001729595

1000827605

1001831547

10001026577

1000521678

1000423666

1000318708

10004216510

1008385824

1005595327

10095145220

10084185218

100105164920

100104165416

100115145713

100113125617

100123115419

100124125518

100104145814

1002183949

1006363253

10022104046

1003273850

1002173852

1003384145

1003373552

1003194046
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Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8b Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: b. Americans 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

100022124521

10022693824

100226103427

100129173321

10004636153

10063340174

10003927259

10013031363

10033032306

10022835279

100134262910

100226283212

10023130289

10023136247

10013330288

10024027247

100535302011

100128322713

10032732327

100529302610

10063131248

100183812266

10084317275

100153321266

100144617194

100145514152

100106314121

100175911103

100215213122

100155218142

100145321111

100175613103

1009321589

100107184817

100118175113

100116235110

1001011234611

10011826468

100912224512

10012823489

100105215311

100116195013

100126195112

1003323628

1009629524

10011627515

100111116512

100163145513

100114225211

1008318628

1009416657

10052136515

10011213659

10063186211

10032627386
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unfavorable
Somewhat 
unfavorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8b Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: b. Americans 

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Late Spring, 2011

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

1001213194511

100612304210

100111927359

100710264611

1001313263910

10071636384

100111525409

1009426555

10011624517

10010724509

100225012143

100114011308

100273413205

100224114175

100203418225

100214218154

100243917164

100223918173

100204021153

100195316102

100205513102

100145518113

10042226310

10023136616

10051186411

1004327605

1004223619

1004318678

10030106423

10032146713

10037592920

100416102616

10081138385

10012534446

1009944353

100121238335

1007941384

10057275110

100111433366

10091734318

1001224203113

100724223314

100117214121

100114183432

100117144425

100116105321

100017144623
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unfavorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8c Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: c. China 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

100131744252

10062935246

100235163918

100181226405

100171330354

100132333283

10019833355

10015830407

100515243718

100619273217

10016433415

10010528506

100121242295

10062345242

10081350272

10081546282

10071148313

10041552263

10001329526

10001229537

10011338434

10003339253

10002238356

10002435356

10001633447

10002238346

100183135213

100203115510

10025621427

100171224407

10018722448

10019926388

100166204712

100161025427

100221322349

1001910194012

100181425348

100191626309

100131325419

1001412243910

1001214223912

100191525346
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Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
unfavorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8c Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: c. China 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

1002023560

1000153362

1000023364

1001133164

1002143361

100165104029

10067214719

100629193313

100824183812

10041429449

100214284313

100313244514

100214264118

10051835376

10051036418

10061435397

10041636359

100118323515

100210363518

100318343113

100318333314

100612204320

10046253926

100128213722

100019293220

100513303715

100412273819

100614283517

100222415319

100243212267

100223617214

100263911186

100274512133

100194516173

100174422162

100194514175

100112165912

100126234911

100107204914

10013521519

100106245010

10012524499

100116234812

100116194914

100125205012

10071345332

100101739303

10030925325

10019834354

100131539321

100171031403

10012833388

10017725465

1009833455

10061424479
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
unfavorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8c Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: c. China 

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Late Spring, 2011

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

1001513283310

100241523308

100181726309

100301021318

100161135363

100241521319

10014628466

100151027427

100109304010

10017222356

10023342247

10015422257

10016532254

10013122757

10012122461

10011222560

10015212458

10010322560

1003735478

10012249243

10041651263

10023450131

10051950242

10042049242

10041645322

10013549141

100401916196

100451417176

1002183553

1002143658

1002064053
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8e Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable 
or very unfavorable opinion of: e. Russia 

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2007

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

10014841352

100103037212

100171237323

10020935333

10016935364

1001014313610

100112034279

10041052322

10071041402

1005738473

1005742452

1003955303

10001748332

10011442412

10001237483

10001137494

10002341333

10023526434

10021726405

10022626406

10019724437

100191132353

100211124404

100181227367

10019824427

100191022418

100241327325
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8e Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable 
or very unfavorable opinion of: e. Russia 

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012

Late Spring, 2011
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Greece
Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

10019934371

100211433312

100162234252

100402418144

10036371791

10040351692

10043311592

100423012141

100353114164

100111750202

10091850221

100101248291

100101448271

10061953202

100498121813

1005110102010

10014527495

10012835415

10011832445

100161126425

100141028417

1002016242713

100525223513

100611274413

100415254312

100518253914

100320283216

100318313810

10012236348

10052038316

10072439265

10052743224

10042426379

10002329417

10022533346

10032438314

10052837256

100184816161

100244914112

100184817151

100164423153

100204815133

1004174247

1003284740

1004274443

1005294341

1004294342

1004945383

10081244343

10081939304

100101640312

10071135396

100111241323

10072040313

100414224813
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8e Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable 
or very unfavorable opinion of: e. Russia 

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Mexico

100261125335

100361422236

100451318214

100291632221

100372017205

TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8f  Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable 
or very unfavorable opinion of: f. The European Union 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2004
Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

10083106018

100610254910

10053126416

10062146215

10043156215

10037174923

100214244218

10036334513

10026245612

1003626578

10037285111

1001527588

10014275612

10019225712

10001127539

10009285012

10009285113

100011264914

100012285010

100915214113

1001016214210

100101821428

100102121409

100819223813

10082026369

100334104013

10035917327

10030715389

100228154214

100236144413

100236164015

10029516419
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8f  Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable 
or very unfavorable opinion of: f. The European Union 

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Late Spring, 2011

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Greece
Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia
China

India

Japan

Pakistan

100462218113

10046361081

10046341171

10048361051

10047351081

100512512112

10012522556

10013219587

100113136310

100121166110

1009323569

10060611194

10059813165

10020733364

100161034354

100151029416

100201532275

100161535276

100159183919

100815183821

100116184620

100219194318

100222213817

100324193915

100103144143

10043040188

100335371610

100537301811

10053932185

10043735205

100414303319

100524263214

100225303210

10033329269

100128322910

100720153622

100154414225

10020509184

100144512244

100144519185

100194614165

100215135111

100203154715

100154135316

100163125019

100175144915

100224154712

10021133468

10032538304

10071106023

10073126215

10052126021

10073166014

10065205910

10022933325
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8f  Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable 
or very unfavorable opinion of: f. The European Union 

Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Pakistan
Brazil

Mexico

100239184010

100358163110

100386142913

100271524294

100351514289

10017423523

10021923425

100161327395

100482211163
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8g  Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: g. The United Nations 

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006
Spring, 2004

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006
Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2006

Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2006

Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2006
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

100114195413

10096185512

100108224911

100109185310

10014420538

100510194422

100515234116

10063205021

10074215513

1005427568

1007423596

1006219649

10042226112

10036245710

10008206210

1000726579

1000620659

10005186214

10007216210

10074145222

100118154916

100108234711

100127155017

100104145221

100107165117

1001115204114

1001119193615

100131623399

1001013164318

1001112164219

1001312174216
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8g  Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: g. The United Nations 

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2006
Spring, 2004

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006
Spring, 2004

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2006
Spring, 2004

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012
Late Spring, 2011

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2006

Spring, 2004
Spring, 2012

Greece
Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia
China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil 100161124445

100381710269

1003611112418

100461918134

100421516235

100461814184

100452112183

10051209164

1007531488

10019733365

10015733405

100132255110

10011627498

10056510199

10058811177

10022322457

10015429466

100137254510

100191627325

100151428358

1002017242910

100213243032

100020183230

100116184520

100318184318

10064726156

10013633246

100235312210

100034233113

100131332411

100327282418

100024273811

10012530368

100021234115

100218263717

100321263516

1001419163813

100203219245

100203918203

100264611153

100164021185

100224615134

100215134713

100229203811

100185194612

100216174610

100206204311

100268183910

10064235710

10014523518

100115165315

100162106210

100132145814

100102155912

10062632343
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8g  Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: g. The United Nations 

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Brazil
Mexico

1001510194017

100235153820

100251120368

1002912133512

100181020475
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TotalDK/Refused
Very 

unfavorable
Somewhat 
unfavorable

Somewhat 
favorable

Very 
favorable

 Q8h  Please tell me if you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat 
unfavorable or very unfavorable opinion of: h. NATO, that is, North Atlantic Treaty 

Organization 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Fall, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Fall, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Fall, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Fall, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Fall, 2009

Spring, 2012

Fall, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Fall, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Fall, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Fall, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

100174321162

100264316123

100222028255

100182236204

100201426328

100191726289

100272131184

1005729519

100103205313

10012928429

100114135715

10015285817

10013195918

100142116012

100113165911

10073537191

100202145311

100147184912

10015820497

10019523476

100611214715

1001020263312

10044185914

1009627507

1007429546

1005426578

10017205912

1002724626

10017236010

10011021598

100216114122

100245124218

100205124617

100204134715

1002310144211

100256154113

100227174014

100267153912

75



TotalDK/RefusedNot at all
Not too 
closely

Somewhat 
closelyVery closely

 Q9 How closely have you been following news about the U.S. presidential race – very 
closely, somewhat closely, not too closely, or not at all? 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

10043231258

10014033233

10013645125

100234414154

100134027164

10003145924

100012265211

1003616132510

10073244152

10052435324

10076214143

10022432348

10032832299

100414323713

100526372013

100420323212

10033237226

10075117214

10074423215

10024233176

10014830138

10003450133

10033143222

10014735152

1001642581

10012848193

10012153223

10002552185

10016374214

10001747297

10001645355

10002649213

100013374010

10002839295

10014164733

100111223729

The U.S. question excludes the text “U.S.”
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TotalDK/RefusedNoYes

 Q10 Would you like U.S. President Barack Obama to be 
reelected or not? 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico 100224335

100121672

10044497

10092566

100451838

100303931

100253837

100116227

10057322

10067618

100313039

100492725

100211167

100342640

100233245

100191169

100141571

1004889

1001792

100171173

100104149

The U.S. question excludes the text “U.S.”
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TotalDK/Refused

None/ There is 
no leading 

economic power 
(Volunteered)

Other 
(Volunteered)

The countries of 
the European 

UnionJapan ORChina
The United 

States

 Q29 Today, which ONE of the following do you think is the world’s leading economic power?  

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2012
Late Spring, 2011

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece
Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

1001741132153

1001821032551

1001810043047

1001631142748

1002111961952

100620762158

100210425040

100310633355

100320534345

1003451361438

1003521171737

1001603922148

100703524141

100605623645

1001131812650

100960522948

1001010572948

10021212072235

10011401863229

10038113103629

1003701663731

100381554434

1002131893136

1000121092949

1000006135030

1001104174434

1000004164436

1003411292743

100041962555

1000107123742

1001207113940

100151286762

100174265958

100721541269

1001011431368

100811862254

10083217251232

100128312222617

10010429252723

10011518102640

10010537173326

100311795129

10070113111552

100116115111839

1007311092744

100931953043

1007514123535

100226374536

100321384637

1005102092442

10062010122247

1005008123440

100200764937

100210595726

10020131113025

1005013682820

1004001985118

1003102164822

1002101756213

10010014103144

1000001373545

100000754741

100000654742

100000675729

1004511082944

100610753446

100501854438

100700754733

100511355828

10071010102646

100610573348

100700684138

100600664338

100710564140
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TotalDK/Refused

None/ There is 
no leading 

economic power 
(Volunteered)

Other 
(Volunteered)

The countries of 
the European 

UnionJapan ORChina
The United 

States

 Q29 Today, which ONE of the following do you think is the world’s leading economic power?  

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100810781759

100920881655

100621892253

100720561565

1008406121851

10011125131851

1001402591653

1008113152745

1002311141852

1002430022644
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TotalDK/Refused

No 
confidence 

at all

Not too 
much 

confidence
Some 

confidence
A lot of 

confidence

 Q40a For each, tell me how much confidence you have in each leader to do the right thing 
regarding world affairs – a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence, or 

no confidence at all: a. U.S. President Barack Obama 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

10040472325

10046582417

100153204913

10019525448

10023924368

100201328317

100154314235

100518323115

100020362716

100125322617

100229302514

100113424247

100103628224

10034028244

10054330193

100112918357

10093425294

10003826287

10023633245

100154210285

100124916203

100155617111

100114719195

10023931307

10022928329

1001614292615

1002117272610

10026145126

10017516557

100126215010

10015626484

10012930428

10034226264

10045185419

10057155517

10027225316

10017255611

1001928529

1002233756

1000364446

1001395137

1001394740

1000355734

1000596225

10005106123

1000596323

1004554343

1004674836

10038144728

10026125525

100211132648

100120143134

100119193229

100222153031
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TotalDK/Refused

No 
confidence 

at all

Not too 
much 

confidence
Some 

confidence
A lot of 

confidence

 Q40a For each, tell me how much confidence you have in each leader to do the right thing 
regarding world affairs – a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence, or 

no confidence at all: a. U.S. President Barack Obama 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Late Spring, 2011

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100119244015

1001420233211

10081836317

100111927339

1001119154016

100617144122

100512154721

10036447112

1003251971

1002557891

1002463562

1003452861

1006185629

10052176115

10061126714

1004319668

TotalDK/Refused

No 
confidence 

at all

Not too 
much 

confidence
Some 

confidence
A lot of 

confidence

 Q40c For each, tell me how much confidence you have in each leader to do the right thing 
regarding world affairs – a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence, or 

no confidence at all: c. Russian President Vladimir Putin 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

May, 2003

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

May, 2003

August, 2001

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

May, 2003

August, 2001

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

May, 2003

August, 2001

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

May, 2003

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

August, 2001

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

100281336213

10081235395

100142436242

100103538152

100133324265

10013463191

10017433352

10011483291

1004454282

10042431374

10016185124

10041729455

10022937275

10022931317

10023839184

10093839122

10012527435

10014333222

10004536172

10015230161

10005731102

100172235251

1001013234310

100162427303

100162126343

100163224253

10093634183

100131928392

100221926303

100212525282

100252622262

100182529244
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TotalDK/Refused

No 
confidence 

at all

Not too 
much 

confidence
Some 

confidence
A lot of 

confidence

 Q40c For each, tell me how much confidence you have in each leader to do the right thing 
regarding world affairs – a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence, or 

no confidence at all: c. Russian President Vladimir Putin 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

May, 2003

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100292721185

10039312173

100392322142

100252828172

10051301161

10038451251

1005335741

1006227830

10051144382

100142246181

100102141253

10062147252

1006659128

100322163713

100194194711

10028818379

100219203713

100323516143

10063328267

10043227307

10043528276

10083345122

100173232191

100113636161

100123537152

10092547181

100122842171

100103341142

100103540105

1002262681

10020601191

1002162872

100155515113

10013194828

10084134827

1006283846

10043103053

10043114239

10074123245

10065143936

10078163237

10012842263

10043834213

10012443770

10074038131

10083737163

10032929327

From 2009 to 2011, question asked about "Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin"
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TotalDK/Refused

No 
confidence 

at all

Not too 
much 

confidence
Some 

confidence
A lot of 

confidence

 Q40d For each, tell me how much confidence you have in each leader to do the right thing 
regarding world affairs – a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence, or 

no confidence at all: d. German Chancellor Angela Merkel 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey 10016571584

10037518319

100316193212

100248203514

10034520337

100354183111

100286193116

100297163216

10057165716

100810164521

100161428375

100141031414

100141631354

10012723499

10013927465

10010929448

1001761761

100199154413

10061431409

100251919325

100261424315

100171122438

100141423427

1001111214512

10037215118

100119284112

10019134334

1001694243

10008164135

10019144431

10009184032

100010214326

10006173839

10017126812

1001576621

1001696321

10008146116

10008116120

10008135723

100013174822

100231115456

100225114814

10027911476

100231016447

100209124911

100178124717

1001114174216

100381014335

10035911386

100411010345

100291014416

100351012376

100291015397

100319153510
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TotalDK/Refused

No 
confidence 

at all

Not too 
much 

confidence
Some 

confidence
A lot of 

confidence

 Q40d For each, tell me how much confidence you have in each leader to do the right thing 
regarding world affairs – a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence, or 

no confidence at all: d. German Chancellor Angela Merkel 

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Late Spring, 2011

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2008

Spring, 2007

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100362221175

10046241893

100541319103

100531916103

100412222142

100432017155

100332320213

100272921203

100262223254

10046351252

1005931641

1006628420

1006526621

1006626521

1005929751

1006823730

10048421261

10027224425

10034320375

10031320442

10021321469

10066813103

100747983

10031830283

100401023242

10025632315

10028626337

100331125255

100281529225

100343015175

100830212911

100628322212

10053430265

10083229256

10043525278

10043728255

100222329233

100212732182

100183930131

100163628191

100103433185

10073334206

100272523241

100222926213

100134128153

100163931131

100134229142

10025586101

10027511291

1002560860

10027561061

10025511860

10018601740
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TotalDK/Refused

No 
confidence 

at all

Not too 
much 

confidence
Some 

confidence
A lot of 

confidence

 Q40f For each, tell me how much confidence you have in each leader to do the right thing 
regarding world affairs – a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence, or 

no confidence at all: f. British Prime Minister David Cameron  

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia 100441119207

100156194811

10018624457

10010542791

100181036323

10061939314

10091036424

10002030437

100127263511

TotalDK/Refused

No 
confidence 

at all

Not too 
much 

confidence
Some 

confidence
A lot of 

confidence

 Q40g For each, tell me how much confidence you have in each leader to do the right thing 
regarding world affairs – a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence, or 

no confidence at all: g. United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon  

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico 100412017165

100302124205

1006322861

10021522457

100756874

100251224318

100303616163

100046122320

1001128182121

100238252610

100204917103

100471016216

100301121308

10027523396

10018502471

100261124345

100112138263

100155184022

100115215112

1001515204010

100281616336
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TotalDK/Refused

No 
confidence 

at all

Not too 
much 

confidence
Some 

confidence
A lot of 

confidence

 Q40h For each, tell me how much confidence you have in each leader to do the right thing 
regarding world affairs – a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence, or 

no confidence at all: h. U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton  

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico 100312320207

1001916163811

1006030721

1006419647

1007267105

100251623288

100234512145

100245231911

10054727156

100134322166

100175216123

100381721177

10058184921

10016723468

10065726111

100131226437

10031837376

10036235019

100012195712

100414195112

100411114134
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TotalDK/Refused

No 
confidence at 

all
Not too much 

confidence
Some 

confidence
A lot of 

confidence

 Q40i For each, tell me how much confidence you have in each leader to do the right thing 
regarding world affairs – a lot of confidence, some confidence, not too much confidence, or 

no confidence at all: i. Chinese President Hu Jintao 

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011
Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011
Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011
Spring, 2007
Spring, 2006
Spring, 2012
Late Spring, 2011
Spring, 2011
Spring, 2007

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

10038831735

10030532340

10032632436

10047722320

10041853251

100201641221

10082344241

10052649191

100621610103

100738874

1007164244

1008184042

TotalDK/RefusedNot at allNot too muchFair amountGreat deal

 Q53 In making international policy decisions, to what extent do you think the United States 
takes into account the interests of countries like (survey country) – a great deal, a fair 

amount, not too much, or not at all?   

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004
May, 2003

Summer, 2002
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004
May, 2003

Summer, 2002
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005
Spring, 2004

May, 2003
Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005
May, 2003

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2007

May, 2003
Summer, 2002

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

10061741306

10022141306

100101737333

10062245243

10043440157

10044729127

10074431143

10033147145

10052749146

10012853136

10014141116

10031034439

10022442293

10022247263

10031544353

10032249243

1003834495

1002942434

1001636515

10031143376

10032650174

10004144131

10013351113

10003151162

10004049101

10001452313

10002051263

10001849302

10002346265

100415373311

10011639377

10021843297

10022244248

10032945177

10021244358

10031844305

10021544337

10011548296
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TotalDK/RefusedNot at allNot too muchFair amountGreat deal

 Q53 In making international policy decisions, to what extent do you think the United States 
takes into account the interests of countries like (survey country) – a great deal, a fair 

amount, not too much, or not at all?   

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005
Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002
Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004
May, 2003

Summer, 2002
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005
Spring, 2004

May, 2003
Summer, 2002
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004
May, 2003

Summer, 2002
Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2005

May, 2003
Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Greece
Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia
China

100126254314

1001213243516

100105018176

10035028164

10014536135

100830272213

10013332286

10014434183

10004733163

10014432167

10024826159

10013635217

10013644163

10073938151

10014141125

10023243158

10014143124

10023834197

10023739185

10034038153

100241331212

10054531128

10004540132

10023740165

10033941144

100104727116

1005572863

1007443595

100114927103

10011561995

10014482396

1008582454

100114330125

100125516125

10092445183

10073338157

10073043155

10062647183

10083141154

10062341256

10091645255

100102344176

10092841184

10021853263

10012752182

10032446233

100122039254

100132846112

100102238292

10041942304

10031840317

10052240303

10043135264

10024930154
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TotalDK/RefusedNot at allNot too muchFair amountGreat deal

 Q53 In making international policy decisions, to what extent do you think the United States 
takes into account the interests of countries like (survey country) – a great deal, a fair 

amount, not too much, or not at all?   

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2005

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Summer, 2002
Spring, 2012

Late Spring, 2011
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007
Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004
May, 2003

Summer, 2002
Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011
Spring, 2010

Spring, 2012
Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009
Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100627253012

100324253413

100417323216

10053132258

10032027409

100427292911

100613244115

100717253516

100415273619

10041279185

100154022194

100343216153

1002021202712

100253519165

100263815184

100253917154

100224713126

100244412137

10021481794

10051049323

1007949323

10041051342

10021254292

1004639474

10031248342

10032293225

100414113014

100910284012

1001111353410

10074275011

10063156016

TotalDK/RefusedNot at allNot too muchFair amountGreat deal

 Q53US In making international policy decisions, to what extent do you think the United 
States take into account the interests of other countries around the world – a great deal, a 

fair amount, not too much, or not at all? 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010
Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005
Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

United States

10053174431

10026194528

10036213634

10037233928

10068273623

10034154831

10034184432

10023194135

10026164334

TotalDK/RefusedItem 2Item 1

 Q54aUS Tell me which comes closer to describing your 
views. First, a. Item1: It’s good that American ideas and 

customs are spreading around the world or Item2: It’s bad 
that American ideas and customs are spreading around the 

world 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

United States

10061679

10082567

10071875
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TotalDK/RefusedItem 2Item 1

 Q54bUS Tell me which comes closer to describing your 
views. Next, b. Item1: The US should be promoting 

democracy around the world or Item2: The US should not be 
promoting democracy around the world 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

United States

10072370

10063460

10082963

TotalDK/RefusedItem 2Item 1

 Q54cUS Tell me which comes closer to describing your 
views. Next, c. Item1: The US should be promoting American 

business practices around the world or Item2: The US 
should not be promoting American business practices 

around the world 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

United States

10072963

10073855

10063362

TotalDK/RefusedItem 2Item 1

 Q54dUS Tell me which comes closer to describing your 
views. Next, d. Item1: I like foreign music, movies and 
television or Item2: I dislike foreign music, movies and 

television  

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

United States

100143748

100114445

10073953

TotalDK/RefusedItem 2Item 1

 Q54eUS Tell me which comes closer to describing your 
views. Next, e. Item1: I am proud of our country’s 

technological and scientific advances or Item2: I am not 
proud of our country’s technological and scientific advances 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

United States

1002494

1003988

10021286
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TotalDK/Refused

It’s bad that 
American 
ideas and 

customs are 
spreading 

here

It’s good 
that 

American 
ideas and 

customs are 
spreading 

here

 Q54 Which of the following phrases comes closer to your 
view?  It’s good that American ideas and customs are 
spreading here, OR it’s bad that American ideas and 

customs are spreading here. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

10066726

10046531

10035838

10015941

10068213

1002935

10078112

10038710

10087913

10068311

100117811

1005869

10010864

100127810

100166816

100156520

100117614

100126919

10066134

10057620

10067025

100145431

100106723

100105336

10066826

100135829

100124542

100175925

100124840

10077517

10087616

10047125

10066628

10067024

10038017

10047223

10037125

10017227

10018118

10007129

100115039

100115633

100126721

10076132
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TotalDK/Refused

It’s bad that 
American 
ideas and 

customs are 
spreading 

here

It’s good 
that 

American 
ideas and 

customs are 
spreading 

here

 Q54 Which of the following phrases comes closer to your 
view?  It’s good that American ideas and customs are 
spreading here, OR it’s bad that American ideas and 

customs are spreading here. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100126622

10096823

10065638

10044749

10017812

1003934

10011844

1008885

100153549

100243542

10063758

100324126

100223938

100233443

10086725

TotalDK/Refused

I dislike 
American 

ideas about 
democracy

I like 
American 

ideas about 
democracy

 Q55 And which of these comes closer to your view?  I like 
American ideas about democracy, OR I dislike American 

ideas about democracy. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

100183745

10083359

100204238

100142858

10096130

100156619

10054649

10074547

10065539

10056531

10045245

10055342

10026533

10017623

10005743

100154243

100104545

100174736

100134245
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TotalDK/Refused

I dislike 
American 
ideas about 
democracy

I like 
American 
ideas about 
democracy

 Q55 And which of these comes closer to your view?  I like 
American ideas about democracy, OR I dislike American 

ideas about democracy. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100184141

100116029

10095041

10074548

10031609

100107317

10022726

100226711

100112662

100182557

10072964

100392833

100163648

100182952

100112960

10074549

10045046

10055639

10055144

10026929

10026038

10045542

10035442

10045640

10045442

100175033

10077122

10011818

100147313

100264628

100294131

100176221

100205426

10063064

10064846

100104247

100193051

100194734

100134147

10076429
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TotalDK/Refused

I dislike 
American 
ways of 
doing 

business

I like 
American 
ways of 
doing 

business

 Q56 Which comes closer to describing your view?  I like 
American ways of doing business, OR I dislike American 

ways of doing business. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

100184339

100124345

100224632

100203644

100165430

100245225

100104842

100105832

10095734

100106427

10096526

10047323

10037423

10007525

10006238

100194437

100194437

100235324

100154441
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TotalDK/Refused

I dislike 
American 
ways of 
doing 

business

I like 
American 
ways of 
doing 

business

 Q56 Which comes closer to describing your view?  I like 
American ways of doing business, OR I dislike American 

ways of doing business. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100183844

10095338

100104743

10094545

100335314

100185329

100285616

100215128

100204040

100243640

10095041

100402733

100402436

100262549

100233343

100132859

10072865

10032869

10043363

10023463

10045344

10014356

10024751

10024059

10025048

10064252

100145927

10067519

10011836

100127414

100293041

100313534

100274132

100254233

10094744

10084745

100153747

100292545

100274529

100183844

100106129
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TotalDK/Refused

I dislike 
American 

music, 
movies and 
television

I like 
American 

music, 
movies and 
television

 Q57 Which is closer to describing your view—I like 
American music, movies and television, OR I dislike 

American music, movies and television. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

10082963

10022869

100112366

10042274

10022473

10032572

10021879

10052966

10042967

10033462

10032967

10033265

10013465

10003565

10002872

10051976

10083062

10092863

10052569
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TotalDK/Refused

I dislike 
American 

music, 
movies and 
television

I like 
American 

music, 
movies and 
television

 Q57 Which is closer to describing your view—I like 
American music, movies and television, OR I dislike 

American music, movies and television. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100103060

10064153

10052669

10022969

10017794

1002889

10016804

10013788

10081874

10082270

10062569

100344719

10093655

100124642

100134343

10094942

10023465

10013366

10012871

10013465

10036730

10015742

10025940

10045639

10035939

10046036

100104644

10035343

100106822

10096130

10095042

100134740

10095438

10084448

10043759

10083458

10072964

10082270

10072865

10082567

10013762

97



TotalDK/Refused

I do not 
admire the 

United 
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I admire the 
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States for its 
technological 
and scientific 

advances

 Q58 And which comes closer to describing your view?  I 
admire the United States for its technological and scientific 

advances, OR I do not admire the United States for its 
technological and scientific advances. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

10081279

10031087

100121474

10071181

10032473

10043561

10022276

10033464

10032572

10023365

10033860

10033365

10013564

10002971

10002476

10061777

10051778

10091674

10041977
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United 
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I admire the 
United 

States for its 
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 Q58 And which comes closer to describing your view?  I 
admire the United States for its technological and scientific 

advances, OR I do not admire the United States for its 
technological and scientific advances. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

10072569

10063362

10063065

10031780

100362242

10082172

100273736

100262747

1004789

1009981

10031187

100361549

1009587

10091180

100111573

10071182

10021384

10011387

10052274

10012277

10023959

10013664

10052768

10033265

10062469

10052372

10092467

10042967

100125137

100114742

100154441

100174440

100155332

100174933

10014356

10024256

10044155

100101080

10082171

10072370

10022573
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 Q59 And which comes closer to describing your view?  I 
favor the U.S.-led efforts to fight terrorism, OR I oppose the 

U.S.-led efforts to fight terrorism. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

United States

Britain

France

Germany

10052570

10053560

10024355

10054550

10035047

10075142

10072568

10043759

10033067

10043560

10022375

10013960

10034750

10014851

10015742

10005743

10012574

10013367

10002971

10002575

10082369

10073063

10073063

10094051

100104249

100134938

10082864

100113158

10093259

10083557

1003889

10061281

10061876

10081973

10072370

10041581

10061578

10051580

10061776

100
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I favor the 
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 Q59 And which comes closer to describing your view?  I 
favor the U.S.-led efforts to fight terrorism, OR I oppose the 

U.S.-led efforts to fight terrorism. 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

May, 2003

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

100116821

10087913

100125830

10077122

10075637

100127117

10097714

10012799

100215524

100225919

100196714

100137018

100111673

100212851

10072073

100113455

100133552

100173350

100212554

100151570

100182953

100182953

10021782

10053857

10063064

10091181

100102961

100123652

100102466

100102070

100122860

100122662

10086329

100122267

10032770

100194041

100132165

10053263

10076726

10057619

100126721

10063559

10063856

10043858

10044353
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I oppose the 
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fight 

terrorism
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US-led 
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fight 
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 Q59 And which comes closer to describing your view?  I 
favor the U.S.-led efforts to fight terrorism, OR I oppose the 

U.S.-led efforts to fight terrorism. 

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2005

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Late Spring, 2011

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Spring, 2006

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

100195030

100285913

100205624

100255619

100216514

100226216

100236116

10073261

10027226

100134740

10095042

10075042

100114842

10064944

100282052

100321355

100186319

100205526

100133750

100194041

100176023

100214633

100135730

10065638

10036730

10046531

10046334

100115831

10046630

10056135

10056432

10028513

1001972

100107812

10018613

100107416

10067718

100117911

10078212

10011809

1009838

10088210

10076726

10077319

10097318
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I oppose the 
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terrorism
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fight 

terrorism

 Q59 And which comes closer to describing your view?  I 
favor the U.S.-led efforts to fight terrorism, OR I oppose the 

U.S.-led efforts to fight terrorism. 

Spring, 2005

Spring, 2004

May, 2003

Summer, 2002

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2007

Summer, 2002

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100113752

10086131

100152956

100124543

100134047

10095536

100102962

10073657

10043066

100354520

100107416

100256016

100275222

TotalDK/RefusedDisapproveApprove

 Q59b Do you approve or disapprove of the United States 
conducting missile strikes from pilotless aircraft called 

drones to target extremists in countries such as Pakistan, 
Yemen and Somalia? 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Brazil

Mexico 10037324

10057619

10047521

100472132

100205525

100157212

10086924

1009856

1005896

10010819

100156817

10086230

100115138

1005905

100145531

10037621

10035938

10006337

10094744

100102862
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 Q92 Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the 
international policies of President Barack Obama? 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Spring, 2012

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil 100132859

100464212

10042489

10048448

10018577

100141372

100162758

100521434

100301357

100322444

100314327

100265222

100114446

10074944

10075043

100136027

10048115

10068213

100125038

100117217

10097615

100293734

100285517

100196120

100441640

100402039

100394022

100171865

10026767

100181864

100203050

100175726

100231661

10016678

10015976

100132563

1006292

1003888

10041283

1000793

10011584

10012178

10020575

100261064

100201863

10082468

100123455

10093754
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TotalDK/RefusedDisapproveApprove

 Q92 Overall, do you approve or disapprove of the 
international policies of President Barack Obama? 

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2010

Spring, 2009

Brazil

Mexico

100271756

100283339

100174439

100202159

TotalDK/RefusedDisapproveApprove

 Q93 Do you approve or disapprove of the way President 
Barack Obama is dealing with global economic problems? 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Late Spring, 2011

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2011

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico

100174241

100194239

100172262

100162954

100404812

100385111

10049447

100161569

100172757

100511336

100531434

100283835

100294427

100284825

10055343

10065341

10027621

10077419

10077320

10057817

100276211

100226513

100323632

100393922

100302545

100262648

100242749

100186022

100251858

100103852

100113455

10082468

100102861

10014059

10003565

100222752

100192357

100114940

10094050

105



TotalDK/RefusedHas notHas

 Q94a Now I’m going to read you some statements about 
President Barack Obama.  For each one, please tell me 

whether you think this is something Obama has done or has 
not done since he became president.  Do you think he has: a. 
Been fair in dealing with the Israelis and the Palestinians or 

don’t you think so? 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico 100206021

100193545

10044525

100146917

100671914

100306010

10012843

10027918

10038611

10038711

10019729

100404812

100283439

100313732

100197011

100343036

100135928

10083261

10014257

100163747

100122860

TotalDK/RefusedHas notHas

Q94b  Now I’m going to read you some statements about President 
Barack Obama.  For each one, please tell me whether you think this 

is something Obama has done or has not done since he became 
president.  Do you think he has: b. Taken into account the interests 
of countries like (survey country) when making international policy 

decisions or don’t you think so?

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico 100175330

100133849

10038575

10096329

100641719

100226316

10056926

10087616

10067717

100206713

100295318

100125632

100155827

100107416

100224632

10077717

10064945

10005446

10085141

Due to an administrative error, results for China are not shown
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 Q94bUS Now I’m going to read you some statements about 
President Barack Obama.  For each one, please tell me 

whether you think this is something Obama has done or has 
not done since he became president.  Do you think he has: 

bUS. Taken into account the interests of other countries 
when making international policy decisions or don’t you 

think so?

Spring, 2012United States 10092566

TotalDK/RefusedHas notHas

 Q94c Now I’m going to read you some statements about 
President Barack Obama.  For each one, please tell me 

whether you think this is something Obama has done or has 
not done since he became president.  Do you think he has: c. 

Gotten the United States to take significant measures to 
control global climate change or don’t you think so?

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico 100205030

100153947

10052408

100166322

100671815

100344521

100314426

10083360

100106427

100146422

100276112

100423919

100213939

100254332

100205426

100323335

10087221

10047323

10017227

100106921

100145135
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 Q94d Now I’m going to read you some statements about 
President Barack Obama.  For each one, please tell me 

whether you think this is something Obama has done or has 
not done since he became president.  Do you think he has: d. 
Sought international approval before using military force or 

don’t you think so? 

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

Spring, 2012

United States

Britain

France

Germany

Spain

Italy

Greece

Poland

Czech Republic

Russia

Turkey

Egypt

Jordan

Lebanon

Tunisia

China

India

Japan

Pakistan

Brazil

Mexico 100195526

100164242

10049456

100116029

100681913

100335413

100325216

10046037

10077716

100107713

100256113

100345214

100184240

100203842

100186418

100253837

10074944

10074350

10024257

100115435

100133454
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Pew Research Center for the People & the Press  •  Pew Global Attitudes Project 
Pew Research Center’s Project for Excellence in Journalism  •  Pew Hispanic Center 

Pew Internet & American Life Project  •  Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life  
Pew Social & Demographic Trends

An independently operated subsidiary of The Pew Charitable Trusts

PewResearchCenter

April 30, 2012
On Anniversary of bin Laden’s Death, Little Backing of al Qaeda
 
May 8, 2012
Egyptians Remain Optimistic, Embrace Democracy and 
Religion in Political Life
Muslim Brotherhood and Military Receive Positive Ratings
 
May 18, 2012
A Global “No” To a Nuclear-Armed Iran
Divisions on Sanctions and Use of Force
 
May 23, 2012
Russians Back Protests, Political Freedoms
And Putin, Too
 
May 29, 2012
European Unity on the Rocks
Greeks and Germans at Polar Opposites

June 5, 2012
Japanese Wary of Nuclear Energy
Disaster “Weakened” Nation

2012 Pew Global Attitudes Project Survey

Reports Released to Date on http://www.pewglobal.org/



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




