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Young Adults Largely Tune Out Shutdown Drama 

Anger at Government Most Pronounced among 

Conservative Republicans 
 

With a possible government shutdown just hours away, public anger at the federal government 

is as high as at any point since the Pew Research Center began asking the question in 1997. 

Anger is most palpable among conservative Republicans – 41% say they are angry at the federal 

government, the highest among any partisan group. 

 

The new national survey by the 

Pew Research Center, conducted 

Sept. 25-29 among 1,005 adults, 

finds that 26% overall say they 

are angry at the federal 

government, while 51% feel 

frustrated. Just 17% say they are 

basically content with the 

government. 

 

The share of Americans who say 

they are angry at the federal 

government has risen seven 

points since January and now 

equals the high reached in 

August 2011, a few weeks after the widely criticized debt ceiling agreement between the 

president and Congress. 

 

As in the past, substantial majorities across the political spectrum are either angry or frustrated 

with the federal government. But anger at the government is far more widespread among 

conservative Republicans than other partisan groups. This marks a change from 2011, when 

political independents (30% angry) were about as likely as conservative Republicans (32%) to 

express anger at the federal government. In the new survey, 41% of conservative Republicans 

say they feel angry at the government, compared with 27% of independents. Conservative 

Republicans are roughly twice as likely as liberal Democrats to say they are angry with 

government (41% vs. 18%). 

 

 

 

 

Four-in-Ten Conservative Republicans Feel 
‘Angry’ at Federal Government 

 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Sept. 25-29, 2013. Don’t know responses not shown. 
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Since Barack Obama became president in 2009, 

most of the anger at government has been 

concentrated among Republicans, especially 

conservatives and those who support the Tea 

Party. Currently, 50% of Republicans and 

Republican leaners who agree with the Tea Party 

say they are angry at the government, compared 

with just 27% of non-Tea Party Republicans.  

 

But in October 2006, during the Bush 

administration, liberal Democrats expressed 

more anger at the government than any other 

group. At that time, just prior to the 2006 

midterm, the percentage of liberal Democrats 

who said they felt angry at the federal 

government (44%) mirrors the share of 

conservative Republicans who say that today (41%). 

 

 

  

Who’s Angry at the Government? Conservatives Today, Liberals in 2006 

Percent angry with the federal government    

                                     October 2006   September 2010   August 2011   September 2013 

    

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Sept. 25-29, 2013.  

How Public Feels About Federal Gov 

 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Sept. 25-29, 2013. Don’t know 
responses not shown. 
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Attention to the Shutdown Debate 

 

Most Americans (61%) say they are following 

congressional talks to avoid a government 

shutdown very or fairly closely, while 39% are 

following this story not too or not at all closely. 

 

Among those younger than 30, however, 63% say 

they are not following news about the government 

shutdown closely, including nearly half (46%) who 

say they aren’t following it at all. Just 13% of young 

adults are tracking news about the budget battles 

in Congress very closely, compared with 30% of 

those ages 30-49, 47% of those ages 50-64 and 

54% of those ages 65 and older. 

 

Overall attention to the budget shutdown is 

comparable to similar situations in the past. 

Nationwide, 36% say they are following news 

about the budget debate very closely. In late 2012, 

37% said they were following news about the so-

called fiscal cliff very closely, and in July 2011, 41% 

were following news about the debt ceiling very 

closely. 

 

Similar to the debates of 2011 over a potential 

government shutdown and increase in the debt 

ceiling, public attention has grown as the deadline 

for action has gotten closer. Attention to a possible 

government shutdown this week is up from a week 

ago, when 25% said they were following the debate 

very closely.  

 

 

 
  

Young Adults Largely Ignoring 
Shutdown Debate 

Following news 
about shutdown 
debate 

Total  
18- 
29 

30- 
49 

50- 
64 65+ 

%  % % % % 

Very closely 36  13 30 47 54 

Fairly closely 25  25 28 22 29 

Not too closely 16  17 18 17 8 

Not at all closely 23  46 24 15 9 

 100  100 100 100 100 

NET:  
Very/Fairly closely 61  37 58 69 82 

Not too/Not at all 39  63 42 31 18 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Sept. 25-29, 2013. Figures may 
not add to 100% because of rounding.  

Public Interest in Budget, Debt 
Showdowns 

 

Following news 
‘very closely’ 

% 

2013 Potential gov’t shutdown  

Sept 25-29 (9/30 deadline) 36 

Sept 19-22 (1 week out) 25 

2013 Sequester  

Feb 21-24 (1 week out) 25 

2012 Fiscal cliff  

Dec 13-16 (2 weeks out) 37 

Dec 6-9 (3 weeks out) 37 

Nov 29-Dec 2 (1 month out) 40 

2011 Debt ceiling  

Jul 28-31 (less than 1 week out) 41 

Jul 21-24 (1 week out) 38 

Jul 14-17 (2 weeks out) 34 

2011 Potential gov’t shutdown  

Apr 7-10 (4/9 deadline) 47 

Mar 31-Apr 3 (1 week out) 30 

Mar 17-20 (3 weeks out) 24 

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Sept. 25-29, 2013. 
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44% 
Are 
mostly among 
elected officials 
and not society  
more broadly 
 

 
 

41% 
Reflect a 

more divided 
American 

society 

15% 
Other/ 

Don't know 

No Consensus on Cause of Congressional Dysfunction 

 

While public frustration with the way Congress operates is widespread, there is little agreement 

as to the root of the problem. 

When asked why Congress is 

unable to get things done, 48% 

say it is because the political 

parties have grown so far apart 

that they can’t agree on 

solutions, while 36% say it is 

caused by a few members who 

refuse to compromise. 

 

Democrats are twice as likely as 

Republicans (52% vs. 25%) to 

blame congressional gridlock on 

a few members holding things 

up. Republicans are more likely than Democrats (62% vs. 34%) to say this gridlock is the result 

of the growing distance between the parties more generally. 

 

The public is split over whether growing divisions in Washington reflect an increasingly divided 

society. About four-in-ten (44%) 

say growing political divisions 

are mostly among elected 

officials and not American 

society more broadly. A 

comparable percentage (41%) 

says these divisions among 

elected officials reflect a more 

divided American society. Both 

Democrats and Republicans are 

split as to whether the partisan 

division in Washington does or 

does not reflect a more divided 

society. 
  

What’s the Main Reason Congress Can’t Get 
Things Done? 

  

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Sept. 25-29, 2013. 

Growing Political Divisions in Washington … 

  

PEW RESEARCH CENTER Sept. 25-29, 2013. 
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About the Survey 
 
The analysis in this report is based on telephone interviews conducted September 25-29, 2013, among a 
national sample of 1,005 adults 18 years of age or older living in the continental United States (502 
respondents were interviewed on a landline telephone, and 503 were interviewed on a cell phone, 
including 240 who had no landline telephone). The survey was conducted by interviewers at Princeton 
Data Source and MKTG under the direction of Princeton Survey Research Associates International. A 
combination of landline and cell phone random digit dial samples were used; both samples were provided 
by Survey Sampling International. Interviews were conducted in English. Respondents in the landline 
sample were selected by randomly asking for the youngest adult male or female who is now at home. 
Interviews in the cell sample were conducted with the person who answered the phone, if that person was 
an adult 18 years of age or older. For detailed information about our survey methodology, see:  
http://people-press.org/methodology/. 
 
The combined landline and cell phone sample are weighted using an iterative technique that matches 
gender, age, education, race, Hispanic origin and region to parameters from the 2011 Census Bureau's 
American Community Survey and population density to parameters from the Decennial Census. The 
sample also is weighted to match current patterns of telephone status, based on extrapolations from the 
2012 National Health Interview Survey. The weighting procedure also accounts for the fact that 
respondents with both landline and cell phones have a greater probability of being included in the 
combined sample and adjusts for household size among respondents with a landline phone. Sampling 
errors and statistical tests of significance take into account the effect of weighting. The following table 
shows the unweighted sample sizes and the error attributable to sampling that would be expected at the 
95% level of confidence for different groups in the survey: 

 

Group 
Unweighted 
sample size Plus or minus … 

Total sample 1,005 3.7 percentage points 

   

Republicans 280 7.0 percentage points 

Democrats 282 7.0 percentage points 

Independents 351 6.3 percentage points 

 

Sample sizes and sampling errors for other subgroups are available upon request. 
 
In addition to sampling error, one should bear in mind that question wording and practical difficulties in 
conducting surveys can introduce error or bias into the findings of opinion polls. 

 

© Pew Research Center, 2013 

http://people-press.org/methodology/
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PEW RESEARCH CENTER 
September 25-29, 2013 OMNIBUS 

FINAL TOPLINE 
N=1,005 

 
ASK ALL: 

PEW.1  As I read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you 
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely. 
First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly 
closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”] 

 
 
 

Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

a. Congress working on a budget agreement to 
avoid a government shutdown at the end of 
September      

September 25-29, 2013 36 25 16 23 * 
September 19-22, 2013 25 24 21 30 1 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      
March 14-17, 2013: Discussions in 
Washington about how to address the 
federal budget deficit and national debt 

 
 

24 

 
 

26 

 
 

20 

 
 

29 

 
 
1 

March 7-10, 2013: Automatic spending 
cuts that began on March 1st 31 26 18 25 1 
February 21-24, 2013: News about 
automatic cuts to federal spending that will 
take effect next week, unless the president 
and Congress act 25 26 19 29 1 
January 24-27, 2013: Discussions in 
Washington about how to address the 

federal budget deficit and national debt 

 
 

23 

 
 

28 

 
 

19 

 
 

29 

 
 

1 
December 13-16, 2012: The debate in 
Washington over automatic spending cuts 
and tax increases that would take effect in 
January unless the President and Congress 
act 37 28 16 18 1 
December 6-9, 2012 37 26 17 20 1 
November 29-December 2, 2012 40 26 14 20 1 
November 15-18, 2012 33 24 16 25 1 
November 8-11, 2012 38 20 20 20 * 
July 19-22, 2012 23 21 22 33 1 

November 3-6, 2011: Discussions in 
Washington about how to address the 
federal budget deficit and national debt 24 31 21 24 1 
October 27-30, 2011 25 28 21 25 1 
October 13-16, 2011: The debate in 
Washington over jobs and the deficit 29 32 15 24 1 
September 29-October 2, 2011: Congress 
working on a budget extension to avoid a 
government shutdown 31 26 20 22 * 
September 22-25, 2011: The debate in 
Washington over jobs and the deficit 35 26 19 19 1 
September 15-18, 2011: The debate in 

Washington over President Obama’s jobs 
legislation 31 28 19 21 2 
September 8-11, 2011: Barack Obama’s 
speech about jobs to a joint session of 
Congress 28 18 17 36 1 
July 28-31, 2011: Discussions in 
Washington about how to address the 
federal budget deficit and national debt 41 27 15 17 * 
July 21-24, 2011 38 28 17 17 * 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED… 
 
 

Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

July 14-17, 2011 34 29 18 19 * 
June 16-19, 2011: Debate in Washington 
over whether to raise the federal debt limit 24 26 22 28 * 

June 2-5, 2011 23 24 22 31 * 
May 26-29, 2011: Discussions in 
Washington about how to address the 
federal budget deficit 25 26 20 29 * 
May 12-15, 2011 21 26 24 28 1 
May 5-8, 2011: Discussions in Washington 
about how to address the federal budget 
deficit and national debt 29 28 22 20 1 
April 21-25, 2011 30 31 18 21 * 
April 14-17, 2011 36 27 18 19 1 
April 7-10, 2011: The threat of a 
government shutdown because of budget 

disagreements in Washington 47 26 15 12 * 
March 31-April 3, 2011: Discussions in 
Washington about how to address the 
federal budget deficit 30 27 21 22 * 
March 17-20, 2011 24 25 24 26 1 
March 3-6, 2011 26 29 19 26 1 
February 17-20, 2011 27 30 17 25 1 
December 2-5, 2010 35 25 21 17 2 
December 2-5, 2010: The debate in 
Washington over the federal income tax 
cuts passed when George W. Bush was 
president 39 26 17 17 1 

November 11-14, 2010: Proposals made by 
leaders of the federal budget deficit 
commission 15 21 21 41 1 
September 16-19, 2010:  The debate in 
Washington over competing Democratic 
and Republican tax plans 21 24 21 34 * 
September 9-12, 2010   16 19 22 42 1 
May 8-11, 2009: The debate in Washington 
over the federal budget 22 28 19 31 * 
March 27-30, 2009: Debate over Barack 
Obama’s budget proposal 28 34 18 19 1 

March 6-9, 2009: Obama proposing a $630 
billion fund for overhauling health care 41 32 13 14 * 
February 27-March 2, 2009: Barack 
Obama’s budget proposal for next year that 
raises taxes on wealthy Americans and 
increases spending on health care, 
education and other programs 47 34 9 10 * 
February 27-March 2, 2009: The Obama 
administration’s plan to help homeowners 
facing foreclosure which could cost as 
much as $275 billion  31 36 19 13 1 
February 20-23, 2009: The $780 billion 

economic stimulus legislation approved by 
Congress and signed into law by President 
Obama 41 37 14 8 * 
February 13-16, 2009: Congress passing 
Barack Obama’s economic stimulus plan 50 32 13 5 * 
February 6-9, 2009: The debate in 
Congress over Barack Obama’s economic 
stimulus plan 41 33 15 11 * 
January 30-February 2, 2009 36 29 22 13 * 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED… 
 
 

Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

January 16-19, 2009: Debate in 
Washington over what the government 
should do about the nation’s economic 

problems 35 33 17 15 * 
January 9-12, 2009: Projections of a record 
high federal budget deficit this year 35 30 19 16 * 
December 19-22, 2008: The Bush 
administration’s plan to provide billions in 
emergency loans to U.S. automakers 37 33 16 13 1 
December 12-15, 2008: The debate over a 
government bailout for the U.S. auto 
industry 40 33 18 9 * 
December 5-8, 2008: The debate in 
Congress over a government bailout for the 
U.S. auto industry 34 38 17 11 * 

November 21-24, 2008 41 26 17 15 1 
October 3-6, 2008: The debate in 
Washington over a plan to use government 
funds to stabilize financial markets 62 26 7 5 * 
September 26-29, 2008 60 22 10 8 * 
September 12-15, 2008: The federal 
government taking control of the mortgage 
companies Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 28 35 19 17 1 
March 20-24, 2008: The buyout of Wall 
Street investment bank Bear Stearns 21 26 21 32 * 
February 8-11, 2008: President Bush and 
Congress agreeing on an economic 

Stimulus plan 22 33 23 21 1 
January 25-28, 2008 24 36 19 21 * 
February, 2003: George W. Bush’s tax cut 
and economic stimulus plan 26 33 23 16 2 
February, 2003 26 33 23 16 2 
January, 2003 28 34 21 15 2 
February, 2002: The debate in Congress 
over George W. Bush’s budget and tax cut 
plan 17 31 28 23 1 
April, 2001 24 38 20 18 * 
February, 2001: George W. Bush’s tax cut 

plan  31 35 19 14 1 
August, 1997: The debate in Washington 
about the federal budget 14 34 25 26 1 
May, 1997 16 38 23 22 1 
February, 1997 19 28 22 29 2 
March, 1996 24 35 23 18 * 
January, 1996 32 42 17 9 * 
September, 1995 20 35 27 18 * 
August, 1995: The debate in Congress over 
the federal budget 18 34 27 20 1 
February, 1995: The debate in Congress 
over the Balanced Budget Amendment 12 31 28 28 1 

August, 1993: The debate in Congress over 
Bill Clinton’s budget bill 30 36 21 13 * 
June, 1993 12 38 31 18 1 
February, 1993: Bill Clinton’s economic 
plan 49 36 10 5 * 
September, 1992 (RV): George Bush’s plan 
to improve the economy by cutting 
government spending and cutting taxes 28 44 18 9 1 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED… 
 
 

Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

November, 1990: Congressional and 
administration efforts to reach a budget 
deficit agreement 34 33 20 11 2 

October, 1990: Attempts by Congress and 
the administration to find ways to reduce 
the budget deficit 34 37 17 12 * 
August, 1989: Passage of a bill to bailout 
ailing savings and loan institutions 26 30 20 23 1 

      
b. The terrorist attacks at a shopping mall in 

Nairobi, Kenya      
September 25-29, 2013 25 32 19 24 * 

       TREND FOR COMPARISON:      
January 27-30, 2011: Suicide bombing at 
an airport in Russua that killed at least 35 

people 14 30 24 31 1 
April 1-5, 2010: Suicide bombings in Russia 10 26 24 40 * 
July 17-20, 2009: The bombing of two 
hotels in Indonesia 13 26 23 36 2 
December 5-8, 2008: The terrorist attacks 
in Mumbai, India 29 37 20 14 * 
July 6-9, 2007: Investigation into who was 
responsible for car bombs that were 
discovered in London and a car bomb that 
went off at an airport in Scotland 34 30 19 16 1 
June 29-July 2, 2007: London car bomb 34 31 16 18 1 
August, 2006:  British officials stop terror 

plot 54 26 9 9 2 
October, 2005: The recent terrorist 
bombings in Bali, Indonesia 13 31 26 29 1 
July, 2005: The terrorist bombings in  
London, England 48 37 11 4 * 
March, 2004: The terrorist bombings in 
Madrid, Spain 34 35 18 12 1 
Late October, 2002: The terrorist bombing 
of a nightclub in Bali, Indonesia 20 34 25 20 1 
September, 2004: The killing of Russian 
school children by Chechen rebels 48 30 11 10 1 

March, 2004: The terrorist bombings in 
Madrid, Spain 34 35 18 12 1 
Late October, 2002: The terrorist bombing 
of a nightclub in Bali, Indonesia 20 34 25 20 1 

      
c. Reports about the condition of the U.S. 

economy      
September 25-29, 2013 35 30 16 18 * 
September 19-22, 2013 28 33 20 19 1 
September 12-15, 2013 28 34 17 20 * 
August 1-4, 2013 28 35 19 17 1 
July 18-21, 2013 28 29 20 23 1 

June 20-23, 2013 28 30 19 22 1 
June 13-16, 2013 30 32 15 22 * 
June 6-9, 2013 33 31 15 21 * 
May 16-19, 2013 30 31 20 19 * 
May 9-12, 2013 28 30 21 20 1 
March 28-31, 2013 30 30 17 22 1 
March 7-10, 2013 35 30 16 19 * 
January 31-February 3, 2013 33 33 16 16 1 
January 17-20, 2013 36 32 15 16 * 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED… 
 
 

Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

January 3-6, 2013 34 32 18 16 1 
December 6-9, 2012 38 30 16 14 1 
November 8-11, 2012 41 31 15 12 1 

November 1-4, 2012 38 30 16 14 1 
October 25-28, 2012 44 30 14 11 1 
October 18-21, 2012 39 36 12 12 1 
October 12-14, 2012 42 28 14 15 1 
October 4-7, 2012 40 29 13 17 * 
September 27-30, 2012 34 37 13 15 1 
September 20-23, 2012 36 32 17 15 * 
September 13-16, 2012 38 32 17 12 1 
September 7-9, 2012 36 31 17 15 2 
August 31-September 3, 2012 33 31 20 16 1 
August 23-26, 2012 38 30 15 16 1 
August 16-19, 2012 33 32 16 19 * 

August 9-12, 2012 30 31 20 18 1 
August 2-5, 2012 33 29 20 17 1 
July 26-29, 2012 32 30 20 19 * 
July 19-22, 2012 39 29 16 16 * 
July 12-15, 2012 32 33 18 17 1 
July 5-8, 2012 34 28 18 19 1 
June 28-July 1, 2012 38 28 15 18 1 
June 21-24, 2012 33 32 17 17 * 
June 14-17, 2012 39 28 15 17 * 
June 7-10, 2012 35 32 15 18 * 
May 31-June 3, 2012 37 34 13 14 1 
May 24-27, 2012 33 31 19 16 1 

May 17-20, 2012 35 30 16 19 * 
May 10-13, 2012 40 26 16 17 * 
May 3-6, 2012 38 29 13 20 * 
April 26-29, 2012 34 32 17 16 1 
April 19-22, 2012 35 35 13 14 2 
April 12-15, 2012 39 28 16 17 1 
April 5-8, 2012 37 31 16 16 1 
March 29-April 1, 2012 34 33 15 18 1 
March 22-25, 2012 36 29 16 18 1 
March 15-18, 2012 40 35 11 14 1 
March 8-11, 2012 37 32 14 17 * 

March 1-4, 2012 41 27 15 17 1 
February 23-26, 2012 37 33 14 15 1 
February 16-20, 2012 33 32 16 17 1 
February 9-12, 2012 42 30 14 13 1 
February 2-5, 2012 38 32 16 13 1 
January 26-29, 2012 35 31 16 19 * 
January 19-22, 2012 35 30 16 19 1 
January 12-15, 2012 33 32 14 20 1 
January 5-8, 2012 39 31 15 15 * 

SEE TREND FOR PREVIOUS YEARS: http://www.people-press.org/files/2013/01/NII-Economy-trend.pdf 
      

d. Iran showing a willingness to address 

international concerns about its nuclear 
weapons program      

September 25-29, 2013 20 31 20 28 * 
TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:       

March 8-11, 2012: International tensions 
over Iran’s nuclear program 25 27 18 30 1 
February 16-20, 2012  21 25 21 32 1 
February 9-12, 2012: Tension between 
Iran and Israel over Iran’s nuclear program 26 25 21 29 * 

http://www.people-press.org/files/2013/01/NII-Economy-trend.pdf
http://www.people-press.org/files/2013/01/NII-Economy-trend.pdf


11 

 
www.people-press.org 

 

PEW.1 CONTINUED… 
 
 

Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

January 12-15, 2012: Mounting tensions 
between the U.S. and Iran 24 30 18 27 * 
January 5-8, 2012: Tensions between the 

U.S. and Iran over shipping in the Persian 
Gulf 23 26 19 32 * 
December 1-4, 2011: Tensions between 
Britain and Iran following an attack on the 
British embassy by Iranian protestors 12 19 24 44 1 
June 10-13, 2010: New U.N. sanctions 
against Iran because of its nuclear program 19 28 25 27 1 
March 26-29, 2010: Reports about tensions 
between Israel and the United States 20 27 21 31 1 
October 2-5, 2009: Talks between the 
United States and Iran over Iran’s nuclear 
program 30 32 18 20 * 

May 21-24, 2009: Iran testing a missile 
that could reach Israel  20 29 25 26 * 
July 11-14, 2008: The Iranian government 
firing test missiles capable of striking Israel  25 29 22 23 1 
January 11-14, 2008: News about an 
encounter between U.S. and Iranian ships 25 26 21 27 1 
December 7-10, 2007: A new intelligence 
report stating that Iran stopped its nuclear 
weapons program in 2003 25 31 20 23 1 
October 26-29, 2007: Mounting tensions 
between the United States and Iran 26 34 21 18 1 
September 28 – October 1, 2007: Iranian 

President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s recent 
trip to New York City where he spoke at 
Columbia University and the United Nations 23 31 20 25 1 
June 1-4, 2007: Recent talks between the 
United States and Iran 19 27 27 26 1 
February 23-26, 2007: Mounting tensions 
between the United States and Iran 29 37 18 15 1 
September, 2006: Iran’s nuclear research 
program 23 34 19 23 1 
August, 2006 24 34 20 20 3 
June, 2006 21 32 22 22 3 

April, 2006 26 30 23 20 1 
March, 2006 24 31 22 22 1 

 
ASK ALL: 

PEW.2 Some people say they are basically content with the federal government, others say they are 
frustrated, and others say they are angry. Which of these best describes how you feel?  

 

  Basically   (VOL.) 

  content Frustrated Angry DK/Ref 
 September 25-29, 2013 17 51 26 5 
 Jan 9-13, 2013 20 58 19 3 
 Sep 22-Oct 4, 2011 17 58 21 3 
 Aug 17-21, 2011 11 60 26 3 
 Feb 22-Mar 1, 2011 22 59 14 5 
 Aug 25-Sep 6, 2010 21 52 23 4 
 Apr 1-5, 2010 23 52 21 4 
 Mar 11-21, 2010 19 56 21 5 
 Early January, 2007 21 58 16 5 
 Early October, 2006 21 54 20 5 

 March, 2004 32 52 13 3 
 Mid November, 2001 53 34 8 5 
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PEW.2 CONTINUED…  
  Basically   (VOL.) 
  content Frustrated Angry DK/Ref 
 June, 2000 28 53 13 6 
 February, 2000 33 54 10 3 
 October, 1997 29 56 12 3 
 

ASK ALL: 

PEW.3 In your opinion...does our political system need a major shake-up or do you think that our political 
system is basically sound and only needs some reform? 

 
 Sep 25-29  Oct Nov 
 2013  1995 1991 
 50 Major shake-up 48 35 
 43 Sound, needs some reform 48 62 
 1 No change needed (VOL.) * * 
 5 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 4 3 
 
NO PEW.4 
 
ASK ALL: 

PEW.5 Which comes closer to your view about political divisions in Washington these days, even if neither 
is exactly right? [READ AND RANDOMIZE] 

 
 Sep 25-29   
 2013   
 41 Growing political divisions among elected officials reflect a more divided American society  

Growing political divisions are mostly among elected officials and not American society 
 44    more broadly  
 5 Both (VOL.) 
 2 Other/Political divisions not growing (VOL.) 
 9 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)  
 

ASK ALL: 

PEW.6 When Congress can’t get things done is it mainly because [INSERT OPTION, RANDOMIZE], or is 

it mainly because [INSERT NEXT]? 
 
 Sep 25-29   
 2013   
 48 The political parties have grown so far apart that they can’t agree on solutions  
 36 A few members of Congress who refuse to compromise keep things from getting done  
 8 Both (VOL.) 
 3 Other (VOL.) 
 5 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.)  
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