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FINAL TOPLINE 
N=1,005 

 
ASK ALL: 

PEW.1  As I read a list of some stories covered by news organizations this past week, please tell me if you 
happened to follow each news story very closely, fairly closely, not too closely, or not at all closely. 
First, [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE] [IF NECESSARY “Did you follow [ITEM] very closely, fairly 
closely, not too closely or not at all closely?”] 

 
 
 

Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

a.  A deadly tornado in Oklahoma      
May 23-26, 2013 47 32 13 7 1 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      
July 5-8, 2012: Strong storms in the 
Midwest and East and continued power 

outages 27 32 20 20 1 
March 1-4, 2012: Deadly storms and 
tornadoes in the Midwest 33 31 17 18 1 
May 26-29, 2011: Deadly tornadoes in the 
Midwest 45 33 13 9 * 
May 5-8, 2011: Tornadoes and flooding in 
the South and Midwest 41 37 15 7 * 
April 28-May 1, 2011: Deadly storms in the 
South 45 29 14 12 1 
April 21-25, 2011: Deadly storms in the 
South and Midwest 29 33 18 20 * 
June 13-16, 2008: A tornado that killed 

four Boy Scouts at a camp in Iowa 32 35 17 16 * 
May 30-June 2, 2008: Violent storms and 
tornadoes in the Midwest 30 33 21 15 1 
February 8-11, 2008: Violent storms and 
tornadoes in the South and Midwest 25 42 19 13 1 
May 11-14, 2007: Tornadoes and floods in 
the Midwest 22 35 23 19 1 
March 2-5, 2007: Violent storms and 
tornadoes in the South and Midwest 33 38 18 11 * 
May, 1999: Tornadoes in Oklahoma and 
Kansas 38 40 15 6 1 

      
b. Debate over immigration policy in the U.S.      

May 23-26, 2013 17 23 23 37 1 
May 9-12, 2013 20 24 25 30 1 
April 25-28, 2013 19 25 24 32 * 
April 18-21, 2013 21 22 25 31 1 
April 4-7, 2013 23 22 22 32 * 

TRENDS FOR COMPARISON:      
January 31-February 3, 2013: Debate in 
Washington over immigration policy 23 25 22 29 1 
June 28-July 1, 2012: The Supreme Court 
decision on Arizona’s immigration law 29 21 19 30 1 

April 26-29, 2012: The issue of 
immigration 21 24 26 27 1 
May 12-15, 2011 18 22 27 32 1 
September 2-6, 2010 30 31 19 20 1 
August 12-15, 2010 27 31 19 21 1 
July 29-August 1, 2010: A court ruling that 
stops most of Arizona’s immigration law 
from going into effect 40 32 17 10 1 
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PEW.1 CONTINUED… 
 
 

Very 
closely 

Fairly 
closely 

Not too 
closely 

Not at all 
closely 

(VOL.) 
DK/Ref 

July 8-11, 2010: The U.S. Justice 
Department challenging the legality of 
Arizona’s recent immigration law 30 27 19 23 1 

July 1-5, 2010: The issue of immigration 34 30 20 14 1 
May 7-10, 2010: A new Arizona law that 
gives police more authority to question 
people they suspect might be illegal 
immigrants 38 27 13 21 1 
April 30-May 3, 2010 36 31 13 20 * 
October 12-15, 2007: The issue of 
immigration 23 29 19 29 * 
June 29-July 2, 2007: The debate in 
Congress over new immigration policy 26 30 21 23 * 
June 22-25, 2007 24 28 22 26 * 
June 15-18, 2007 22 32 21 25 * 

June 8-11 , 2007 24 29 20 26 1 
May 24-27, 2007 27 31 22 19 1 
April 12-16, 2007: The issue of 
immigration 21 29 24 26 * 
August, 2006 34 40 16 9 1 
June, 2006 36 41 15 7 1 
May, 2006 44 33 13 9 1 
April, 2006 39 34 16 10 1 
December, 1994: Passage of Proposition 
187, the California law that bars education, 
health and welfare benefits from illegal 
immigrants and their children 26 32 22 20 * 

      
c. The murder of a British soldier in London, in 

a suspected terrorist attack      
May 23-26, 2013 18 24 21 35 2 
December 5-8, 2008: The terrorist attacks 
in Mumbai, India  29 37 20 14 * 
July 6-9, 2007: The investigation into who 
was responsible for car bombs that were 
discovered in London and a car bomb that 
went off at an airport in Scotland 34 30 19 16 1 
June 29-July 2, 2007: British police finding 

and defusing a car bomb in London 34 31 16 18 1 
August, 2006: British officials stopping a 
terrorist plot to blow up planes flying to the 
U.S. 54 26 9 9 2 
October, 2005: The recent terrorist 
bombings in Bali, Indonesia 13 31 26 29 1 
July, 2005:  The terrorist bombings in  
London, England 48 37 11 4 * 
March, 2004: The terrorist bombings in 
Madrid, Spain 34 35 18 12 1 
October, 2002: The terrorist bombing of a 
nightclub in Bali, Indonesia 20 34 25 20 1 

      
d. The Obama administration’s policy on the use 

of military drones      
May 23-26, 2013 17 24 22 36 1 
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ASK ALL: 
PEW.2 Thinking about the federal government’s response to major natural disasters, which comes closer to 

your view even if neither is exactly right? [READ; RANDOMIZE]1   
 
 May 23-26 
 2013 

 29 Federal spending in response to natural disasters must be offset by cuts to other programs   
  Federal spending in response to natural disasters is emergency aid that does not need to be 
 59   offset by cuts to other programs 
 13 Don’t know/Refused (VOL.) 
 
 

 

                                                 
1  PEW.2 asked in conjunction with The Washington Post. 


